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reference to Judge Morson in York county.
No one can be found to do the work he did,
with the resuit that four or five men are now
trying to do it, and still they cannot do it
as well as he did. Six hundred members of
the Toronto bar presented a petition to the
late minister of justice, and he said that so
long as Judge Morson wished to stay he would
not be retired. And yet the party which
appointed hina, the last appointee of Sir
John A. Macdonald, never gave him any
notice of his retirement. He was going down
King street one day on his way to the Wood-
bine, and upon buying a newspaper he found
that he had been retired by a Conservative
government.

I believe there should be a principle of law
reform in connection with this matter. We
have never had any sort of reform in the
Department of Justice, and I hope the minister
will consider it.

Mr. MACDONALD (Brantford City): From
the discussion which bas taken place thus far
it might appear that parliament is conferring
a great favour upon the chief justice by
keeping him in office another year. The facts
however are to the contrary. The chief
justice is conferring a favour upon the people
of Canada by remaining in office for another
year. As bas already been pointed out-and
this should be emphasized-if the chief justice
retired at the present time he would for the
remainder of his life receive an amount equal
to bis salary at the time of his retirement.
As the Minister of Justice bas said, bis salary
is S15,000 a year; theralore hy renaining in
office he actually savas the country that
amount each year. If ho w-are ta retire ho
would continue to rtcaiat that sum, and the
man appointed in bis place would roceive a
likJ amount.

la this tinio ai w-ar m-in), men w-ho ordin-irilv
w-nitId ru tire lt-a actie l e are containing in
their w ai-k. YouingI men are nt trin the
st-mel forces, anr thoe what ar n aider tel
tht-v shoiliI île tîceir uitineet as long as thav
cao. I ana sue th s pr ant chii out-ce wold
hoe hapy ta r.tice fron bis tai, a most
arduous onte. an enjay the things ha woiild
lik ta eir w-litn faeie froe hr office nu tit.
Bot wo tis kon -anse ai patriotiein h els
lie should rotein in office as long as le can
serue us oeatr av. In-thea hin taking the
attitude that we are conferring a favour
upon him, w-e should be indebted to him for
his willingness to remain in office another year.

Mr. FRASER (Petcerborough West): May
I inquire just how muiîchb af a favour the
chiief justice is doing us by -reniaining in
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office? On what basis does the chief justice
pay income tax on the $15,000? And, answer-
ing the hon. member for Brantford City, if
the chief justice made even one mistake it
miglt cost the country more than $15,000.
I do not feel ilt is a favour to the country
to keep a man in office if he is over age.
Pe-rhaps the hon. member for Brantford City
could fill his shoes.

Mr. MACDONALD (Brantford City): Oh
no, I am sure I could net.

Mr. FRASER (Peterborough West): I feel
that thiere are other lion. memlbers in the
liuse and other persons throughout Canada
who could fill the job. Does the chief
justice pay a special rate on his income,
or does lae pay as you and I?

Mr. ST. LAURENT: The Clhief Justice of
Canada. like every other citizen in Canada,
fllIo the laws of Canada and pays on the
saime basis as otber citizens.

Mr. HAMNSON (York-Suianburv): Is the
minister quite sure of that? I thougit there
was a special provision; that is imy recollection.

Mr. ST. LAURENT: If the hon. member
baid received thie lutter-s I received from
j udges since the last budget was adopted, he
would be iiader no maisapprehiension in that
regrd.

Mr. IANSON (York-Suiibiiry): There is
a special provision, thaough.

Mr. COLDWELL: Cenerally speaking how
is the work of the judges evaluated?

Mr. ST. LAURENT: Judges in the pro-
vincial courts are appointed and paid by the
foderal governiment. The administration of
justice in tlie provinces is a matter of pro-
vincial juriscdiction. In two instances since I
assunied office a little over a year ago attorneys
general from two provinces made representa-
tion- to the effect that certain gentlemen were
no longer capable .of carrying out the duties of
their office. After making sanoe discreet in-
vestigations-and tht-se cannot be public inves-
tigations, of courst--I took advantage of the
provisions of a statute which has been on the
hooks for same years, and wrote to the gentle-
men concerned pointing out that represen-
tations laad been made that they were no
longer in a fit state of health ta discharge the
responsibilities of their office. Of course they
were under no obligation to take my opinion,
which iad been formed from the information
I had received, but it was ind-icated that if
they were net disposed, to accept my opinion
I should feel compelled to appoint a commis-
sion under the statute to inquire into their


