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would have an advantage over what wouid
otherwise be their position in getting their
grain here. I must say that the poiicy proved
much more successful than probabiy we antici-
pated it would, and aiso much more neeessary.
So that in 1942, instead of paying only haif the
freight to a province which would pay haif, we
agreed ta pay al the freight, and flot only that,
but we set a ceiling price an the coarse grains.
We said. noa matter wbat the farmar could
obtain eisewhere for them, whan they were sold
in Canada tbey were to be sold under a certain
ceiiing price. Speaking from memory-I have
flot the actual figures in front of me, but I
can get them iater-I think we paid out Iast
year considerabiy more than $10,000,000 in
bringing coarse grains east.

Mr. SENN: About $9,000,000.

Mr. GARDINER: Up to a certain date.
but it bas gradually bcen building up, and
when the accounts are ail in I think, it wiIl be
$10,000,000. It is a considerable amount of
money, and that is being paid ta put grain on
eastern farms at a lower price. Some objection
was raised at the time that it might affect the
corn-grawing area, which is largely located in
two counitics, and some ather areas where feed
grains are grown ta advantaga. Probably they
have suffercd ta soe axtent as the resuit of
this policy, but outside af that I do not think
thare bias been any great. complaint against
the poiicy. I tbiink, it is considarcd ta have
bean haipfui ta the western farmer through the
payment for wheat acreage reduction. It bas
haiped him ta seli that amount of grain at a
lower price, and it bas aise been heipfui ta the
eastcrn farmner ta have tha grain laid down
hare with that ceiling price on the grain, which
is flot ns bigh at prascrit as it weuid ha if the
grain wvere gaing elsewhera.

Mr. SENN: The ministor bas not answered
my question whether the returas ta the
western farmar from a greatar production of
coarse grains have bean as high as what ha
wouid have receix cd if be lied beeu suwiîig
wlieat and getting the prica set by the wheat
board frein timae ta time.

Mr. GARIDINER: I answared that by saying
that it was really net invoived in what wa did.
I will answer it as neariy as 1 can. This year,
if we wara ta take .iust the yialds of 1942 and
the price of 1942 and the fact that we can
deliver aniy baif aur wheat-of course, up ta
date wa have not been able ta delivar baîf
aur coarse grains aither, but if we were able
ta daliver aur coarse grains at presant prices
and take the yields of last year inte censidera-
tion wa wouid probabiy have as high raturns
from coarse grains as frein wheat. But

generaliy speakîng that is not the case, par-
ticuiarly through thase areas where drought
prevails at times and where the rainfali is
particuiariy low. Coarse grains sown on sum-
mar-failow an some of those lands go down
very badiy an account of heavy straw and do
nat yield as well as they otberwise wouid,
when rainfali is gaad. But in a fairiy good
year the summer-fa]iowed land in, those areas
would produce more from wbeat if the wheat
could ha marketed. In addition, there are
areas in the west whera the farmars have bean
pretty weli convinced aver a long period of
yaars that it is vary difficuit te grow coarsa
grains. Even yet tbcy hesitate ta de it, in
9pite of the exparience of iast yaar. But last
yaar wvas an exception. You couid graw coarse
grains anywhere in the west. There ara yaars
wben that is difi cuit. Vour saeding time is at
a dilllcult pariod-, and alsa your maturity tîme,
and if you s0W barley or oats around the first
of Juna and you get wbat we oftan do gt-
a dry, warm season wben germination is
taking place-the barley or oats simply just
dees net camne, or if it camas at ail it comas
tee late te produce a crep. In those areas
there is ne doubt that thare is more return
frem wvheat than frem coarse grains. But aur
objective in deaiing with it bas net been
concerned witb that. Tt bas bean te take care
of the reduced aarning ha migbt have obtained
liad it not been agread that these grains wauid
ha ncedad in great volume in eastern Canada.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): I amn net sure that I
feiiewed the ministar corractly in connection
with rye, but if 1 did bis statemnent menus, 1
tbink, that many farmers who seeded rye last
fali under the agrecment set eut in iast year's
aet wiii ha disappointad now.

Mr. GARDINER: No, they wiil ha vary
weii pleasad. Thay have net bean paid yat.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): For the sake of argu-
ment, say a farmner bas 400 acres of whaat
as bis basic acrage in 1940. Ha bas seeded
100 acres ta rye in 1942 and 100 acres of
coarse grains. Ha was paid in 1942 how much
money?

Mr. GARDINER: It wouid dapend on
n jat they knaw at the time. The fact 1
tried te miake clear was this. A man doas
net bave wbeat acreage reduction in 1942
as a resuit of sewing rye in 1942. H1e bias a
wheat acreaga reduction in 1942 as a resuit
of sewing rye in 1941. That was net covared
in the act of iast yaar. There are about 2,000
farmers wbo have net bean paid on their rye.
Soe of them bava flot been paid on any-
thing, awaiting the passing of this legisiatian.


