
COMMONS
Public Accoua ta

the committee sat in camera although mem-
bers of the opposition had wishied it to sit
in public. I still favour sitting-s in camera
for the examination of war expenditures where
information of value to the enemy might be
disclosed. There seemed to be an implication
in the remarks of the hon. member for Lake
Centre that because the government had a
majority on. one of the committees we did
not realize our responsibility and would try
to bide something which should be mode
known to the public. I wisbi ta protest ogainst
that implication. Ail the members of the war
expenditures committee were ready to report
everything thot would help in the war effort.

As for the present motion to refer the public
accounts ta a coinmittee, hon. members who
desire that ta be donc, once the motion is made
by the government, start a debate as to what
shall be referred to the committee. I thought
that, thc public occounts cuniiittee was ready
ta hear any charges of maladministration,
extravagance, trickery, subterfuge--call it what
y.ou wil-if anybody wou!d lay a charge or
eall the attention of the members of the comn-
anittee te the facts. 1 believe the committee is
entîtled to coîl any witnesses to establish facts
which are alleged by responsible parties. But
up until now, having read the papcrs and seen
the representations contained in them, I am at
;a loss to know who is laying charges, against
Iwhat departments charges are laid, or what
specific charges there are against individuýals or
,officiaIs or departmcents. It is very difficuit ta
inquire in a committee as to the truth of a
general representation such as that everybody
is dishonest or that nobody is doing bis duty.
Whcn an inquiry by the committea is asked
for, it seems ta me one should have something
specific on which the members will *be called
upon ta decide. Up until now we have had
generol talk in the papcrs that there may ha
extravagance, unjustifiable expenditures. But
where, and wben, and by wbom?

Mr. DOUGLAS (Wcyburn): That ia wbat
the committee would have ta find out.

Mr. FOURNIERt (Hull): That is what
would intcrest the committee. But nobody
seema te wish ta stand up nt this moment and
say, "Extend that present motion and refer ta
the committee these charges." I believe that
if charges were preferred the govcrnment would
immediately refer them ta the committee.

I am convinced that the committea should
sit every session and inquire into ahl these
expenditures, sa that officiaIs inight perhaps
be more careful in the way they are handling
pracedure and administration. It cannot do
any harm, at ail events, because when some-
body knows bis actions are going ta be inquired
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into ha is prabably inclined ta be more cauti-
Oua than if he knows that, a committee will not
sit for five, ten, or fifteen years. As ta the war
expenditures committee, I hope that when later
on we have a discussion with regard ta it, the
facts will ha presented, sa that the public will
knnw exactly why we proceeded in the way
we did.

Mr. SPEAKER: There ia an amend ment
before the bouse. Does any haon. member wish
ta speak ta the relevancy of the amendýment?

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: Yes, Mr.
Speaker, I would say that the amendment is
out of order because, in the first place, it asks
ta refer to the public accounts committee,
accounts which have net yet been tabled. The
public accaunts for the present fiscal year have
not, yet been placed an tbe table. Until they
have been tabled they cannat be referred ta
the public accounts committee. My motion is
ta refer to the cammittee such accounts as
have been tabled.

Speaking on the point, may I say that this
porliament has enacted statutes for the purpose
of dealing with motters of revenue and ex-
penditure. There is the Consolidated Revenue
and Audit Act, which cavera these matters. We
con amend the act if we wish ta do so, and
ofter it is amended if a different procedure is
set forth, if may be followed. But s0 long as
the statute remains as it is, this parliament
would be wise, I think, ta follow the procedure
which bas been adapted in previaus parlia-
ments. Section 49 of the act reada as follows:

The auditor general shaîl report annually tathe Huse of Counions the result of bis exami-nation and audit of the accounits of Canada insuch mnanner as wjll exhibit the truc state ofeach accoant at the termination of the fiscal
year bat ended.

Until the auditor general bas perfarmed that
function, I submait, his report or the public
accouints ta which they relate cannat ha
tabled, and until they are tabled in whale or
in part tbey cannot ha referred ta the com-
mittee on public accaunts. That daes nat
mean, and it does nat imply, that an important
moatter of a public nature which han. members
may wish ta have inquired inta, soinething
concerning which. they have grounds ta believe
there lias been an irregularity, may not be
made the subject of a motion in this hause,
a motion ta have sucb matters referred te the
public accounts committee, and that suxch
motion connot be debated and discussed like
any ather motion. The section of the act
certoinly relates ta publie accaunts genera]ly.
It is obviously nccessary thot same statute
should govern these matters.

This afternoon reference ba been made
from bath aides of the bouse ta m-hat in the


