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Sir, heie is their chance if they wish to show
independence of the Uuited States. They
have declared. some of them. that they
wished that Canada should assert herself.
Canada is asserting herself now. Let thein
stand by us. shoubler to shoulder. and help
us to assert ourselves luithe eyes of the
world.

Mr. HUGHES. We do not know how long
ycu will stick there.

The MINISTER OF TRADE ANI) COM-
.1ERCE. Does the hon. gentleman want to
know how long we will sit here ?

Mr. H1UGIHES. I asked. how long you
wouli stick to your present policy.

And it may be that the English Govern-
n>ent. rising to the magnitude of the posi-
ton, rising to the weight of the Imperial
c:ares whi are fiung upon them ; it may be
that they wli respond a manner yet un-
thlought of or unkùown. to the offer which
we have lately mnade to them0. Of one thing
I ai sure, and it is. Sir. that it is time that
u e shouid know exactly where we are and
w here ve stand in this matter. As 1 have
said, if British statesmen respond, it is well.
If not, it is well too. We have shownl our
good-will towards ien aud we are not
sc ing to be frigitenîed at tie notion of a
deluge of cheap German goods. and the dire-
fal necessity of eompelli tlhe Canadian
consumer to pay a few cents less per yard
or per pound for them than lie does at pre-

The MINISTER OF TRADE ANDi COM- ent.il1or îuy part 1 iiink that better
MERCE. If iny hon. friend (Mr. Hughes )resuits are îilely to follow. 1 grant it
had taken the trouble to examine the vari-,wi require some time to deveiop these
ous speeches delivered lu this IHouse, hers . a prepaied to i)e miseon-
would 1ind that this was the line formnerly strued, I arnprepared to be misrepre-
adopted by us, the Liberal party. and en- n Lave an abiding faith that lon.
dorsed by us as a party, and voted for by gentlemen opposite art equal to that
us as a party, and voted down by lion. gen- et wiy rate. 1 say. Sir. tliat these
tlemen opposite as a party, four, or live, or 'enîieîneiii tind before they are muen
six years agro.sixZ yersao.eder, that we haestruelk a ehord wheiui

Now. Sir, let me ask one question which wilI re-echo frorn ont end of the couhîry
-rises out of some of the remarks which toithe . Thev wili tind. :1,dlothers wiii

I have addressed to the IHouse. What is tind. that the ominion of Canada k a. ac-
possible if this appeal of ours is re- tor lu bc reeognized. MXeinand oniy w1lat
siponded to, as I have reason to believe H it just. We dend wlîat k advantaje<ius
will ? Well. many things are possible. There to the wle Empire, ani I weli believe
is not a little reason to believe that our ex- that we wiil speedily obtain it. Thepro-
ample will be responded to in other quar- posai inay possibly be inditied in some
ters, and it muay well be. that the Unitedl spects. but ia one shape or other. I tliii
States, after a while. after second, sober, that you il iind tliat that proîwsai wili
better thought, will consent to treat with prevail. You îviil find, that that iroposal
us (and naybe with England) on better il iead us further on. and with iatieneo
terms than they have heretofore treated. ani statesmanship. if the people sustain us.
Sir. I do say that it is a great step, if our 1 beileve that great and Important issues
proposition is responded to, toward making wili be found to depend on our action of'iast
the Britishl Empire a reality as Nveil as -a tweek.
rame. : More, Sir, for my part. I think that itrill

1 say thrt it is a great step toward the be found that i the passage of that tariff
federation of ailtheoantries that owe aile- we have at one and the saine tierunlop t

Ianc2 to the British Crown, and 1 repeatr, death keIl of protection and rung micn
even at the risk of soie misconstrucios, chance of federating the Etpire on a soi
that I arnfot without hopes, that e its ulti-nt and secure basis.
mate issue it niay lead to aipractical ai- Lasty, Sir, and it is not the least import-
ance between ail the members of the Eng- ant portion of our shen e, there is areasoun-
Iish race. 1 wii grant. ihat ail thisîniay wot abre chance of eiivering Canada fro uth
be in accordance with the declarations if dead-ative condition in ofhic Canada wa-
certain of what I must eal, extreme tiivery ately.n e aunderstand low at
free traders ; but even so high an authority ative of Ontaio, or ,ow a native of Queas John Stuart Mi will be foud declaring l sily oti Te pro-

becposalmaypossibly boesodifid in somepro-

in many places throughout is works, aud tection. But with the facts of the hast cen-
notably in his chapter on Navigation laws; sus staring us in the face, I cannot under-
that whiie it Is true, ail other tbings'stand how in indhabitant of propoaritinil
being equai, and were a condition of ;provinces can possiby belleve that there IS
rrofound peace possible to be maintained.!any good value in protection for their peo-
it miglht be desirable to utterly disregard pie. What is the condition there? Iiow (o
the navigation lavsr; stili, he for bis part hou. gentlemen opposite acount for the
admitted, that there were otier consider- faets which were stated by my hion. frien
ations for nations and statespen than the (M. Fielding) the other night? What i
fere bare considelration: where you eau! the matter with the maritime provinces
buy in the cheapest market and wherepetou lasthe cradle ceased to rock in the reglo
can seil in the dearest. beEthporton;ofour sheme, tris atrasn-

ber RICHARD CRTh IGHT a tfedeaali e th inwhaihanaaiwas

1 :255 1256


