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bave aided the Grand Trunk, the Pacifie, Occidental, and all
the main lines. We have the Intercolonial connecting us
with the Maritime Provinces; and now, having arranged
for the completion of the main trunk lines, we help just the
branches which will feed them. In this way only can our
railway system be made complote. The hon. member for
West Middlesex alludel to, in a somewhat sneering manner,
the sparseness of the inhabitants in the county of Ottawa.
Weil, I can correct him also on that point. It is quite true
that the county could·afford land for millions of settlers in
stead of the thousands who now inhabit it. But the hon.
gentlemen should recollect that we have spent many millions,
and must still spend more millions, to reach British Colum-
bia, a Province that is inhabited by 20,000 white people. I
do not underráte that splendid Province on that account. I
recognize its importance to the Dominion, and, on ail occa-
sions, I have done my best to aid every proposai which
would contribute to its development. We are giving mil-
lions in aid of enterprises which will benefit that Province.
The county of Ottawa has a population nearly approaching
50,000, which is more than twice the entire population of
British Columbia; I think, therefore, that my hon. friend
must admit that we are not unreasonable in asking for some
aid to our railway enterprises. The county of Ottawa has
contributed more than any other county in the Dominion to
the resources of the Dominion, by means of 1.umber dues,
and has received less in return. The small subsidy which
the Government proposes to give is well deserved, and I
only regret that it is not larger. I forwarded a memorial
to the Government, signed by more than a hundred mom-
bers of this flouse, praying that the Government
would give 86,000 per mile to the Gatineau Valley
Rail1gy, and the Colonization Railway from Buckingham.
I regret very nncih that no grant has been made for the
Blckugk à branc$; the construction of this line would
give a vat impgtus fo thé development of the magnificent
riiiraiel sources of th4t region. I must hope that the
desired hid Will be afforded next Session. The mineral
resources of that phosphate rbeion are somewhat marvellous.
I ari delighted th leârn that %omne arrangement will soon be
made by Whicþ thé iï/én ýyrites of the Eatérn Townships,
ana tlephO ba>tee 6f the county of Ottawa, will bo brought
into contact, so that thât rost valuable fertilizer will be
mabùfactùréd in tuht oníty istead of phosphates being
täké övýr the sea. The construction of those railways will
practically add anothor Province to the Dominion. I said
to a mewnber of the Government the other day, in discussing
the genoral railway policy of the Governmont in con nection
with the North-West and its ultimate development, that
under the very shadow of the Parliament buildings, Iying
at our very door, was an immense and unknown territory,
tehiink with minéral and ail other kinds of wealth. I also
told him that it is oily a railroad system which can secure
for this its appropriate developmept. The county of Ottawa
extenida fàr into the interior, the Gàtineau River runs some
400 miles into this region, and takes its rise in thé vicinity
of thé great affluents of the Saguenäy and the St. Maurice.
The dânary lcihg beit*n tiese i-ivers is the one which
we are tiyhi g to open , it is literally a terra incognita.
This country possesses greât mineral, Iumbering and agri-
cultural resources. The splendid eulogium passed on this
region by the hon. Minister of Railways was well deserved.
Its colors Were very gorgeotis and brilliant, but were nôt
overdrawn, he literlly' held the mirror up to Nature. Any
one who tr avel on h Occide-ttl Ràilway must notice a
wealth of phosphate, for miles along the linepofthat railway.
We can hardly t.Alize what thé èff&et wilIl be when scientific
skill and railway enterprise come to the aid of the hardy
miners. The éonstruction of these railways will aid the
settiement of the country, and will prove invaluable :feeders
to the great Biominion railway systemn; wiil develop the
minerai, agricultural and ail other resoitrees of this region.

I am assured that far up in that Gatineau region there is
much good land, on which millions of Canadian people could
find happy homes. The Lacustrine system.of this country
is one of the finest in the world. The whole country is
dotted with lakes, teeming with trout, and filled with all the
fish which abound in our Canadian waters. The construc-
tion of this rai lroad will enable large forests of maple, beecb,
and other hardwoods, to be utilized for the purpose of sup-
plying the cities of Ottawa, Toronto, and Quebec with valu.
able fuel. Owing to the number of faits on the Gatineau
river, only certain kinds of timber can be brought down it,
and consequently much of the timber remains there. I have
been assured that immense forests of oak, birch, maple, and
all other hardwoods which exist in Canada, stili romain
there, and cannot be utilized except by means of a railway. It
is intended to construct this railway to the River Desert, ulti-
mately to James' Bay. Itwill pass for ahundred miles through
a country somewhat rough, but settled by a proep arcui, active,
and intelligent people. The way traffic alone would justify
the construction of the road. The Gatineau River is a series
of water-powers which would drive the spindles of the world.
If manufactories could be started in that region, if these
water-powers can be used in promoting the development of
our mineral, agricultural and other resources, the advantage
to the Dominion and the Province of Quebec would be in-
calculable. Every year we have a great fair at the Pick-
anock, a place in the township of Wright, which it is
proposed to touch with this railway. I attend this fair every
year, and I am much pleased with the exhibition. Some of
the finest cattle in the Dominion can be seen; chosen speci-
mens from the herds of Senator Cochrane attract attention;
the display of cereals is very fine, and the root crops equal,
if they do not exceed, those of Manitoba. Mr. Ellard tells
me that his Gatineau wheat is used by agents to lure emi-
grants to Manitoba. Taken altogether the display in that
exhibition would reflect credit on any part of Canada.
Some of the farmers in that Gatineau country would astonish
those who think it to be a poor country. Those of
the Messrs. Hall, G. Hamilton, Gilmore and Ellard
would be regarded as model farms anywhere. Some
years ago I visitel Maniwaki, a settlement away near
the confluence of the River Desert with the Gatineau. I
found this a thriving settlement with a people full of life,
energy and activity. I was assured that the future of that
section depended on the construction of a railway; as the
timber was eut off, the market of the inhabitants receded,
and railway communication with the outer world was in-
dispensable to their existence. It was there I met the Rev.
Mr. Deleage, the worthy successor of those grand French
missionaries who did so much to illustrate the early history
of this country. For forty years this priest has resided in
the wildernoss. For forty years lie has devoted himself to
the services of the savage tribes who inhabited the Upper
Gatineau. He built a splendid church of crystalline lime-
stone, which stood like a beacon light to point the way from
the darkness of the forest to the light of Christianity and
civilization. Ho built grist and saw mills, and devoted him-
self te the temporal, as well as the spiritual, wants of the
people. Ho was beloved and respected by both the Protes-
tant and Catholic. It was from this worthy man that I
derived my information concerning this region.
He assured me that in that region there was good land on
which millions of Canadian people could find happy homes.
He described the fertility of the soil, telling me that on one
occasion he had reaped sixty bashels of wheat from one
bushel which ho had sown, and that in ail respects the
country was a most desirable one. I amn much peased to
find in these resolutions a subsidy to Father Dab lle's road
from St. Jerome to the River Desort; it is desirable that
this rôad should be encouraged in every possiblé manner.
Father Labelle is engaged in a great work of rep$triàtion
and colonization. Ho has already, I am assured, iottled
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