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the forei gn rainister that has been in office in that

portfolio long est, will preside on i.ionday over the

meetin g of the fourteen . That is not a IIATO meeting .

That is a meeting of practically all of the IiATO

countries . I will preside as President at the meeting,

on Tue sday and ',Jednesd_iy, which i s a formal NATO

meeting at which France will be present .

DAVE M cIIT2 O 3H : Sir, you said in the be ginning

that i mprovement in East-West relationships should be

done in consult ation rather than alone .

HON . PAUL .:1 .1IITIid : Essentially in consultation .

DAVE I.IcIN10SH : Does this imply a criticism

of General de Gaulle ?

H011 . PAUL ï:TlliirIld ; It is a fact that we believe

that the strength of any alliance depends on the

effectiveness of the consultative arrang ement, and,

while any head of government has the right, and indeed

all of them Lit some time or other have exercise C. the

right, of going to other capitals, including the Soviet

Union, we would hope that whatever positions ar e

taken would be positions that were not inconsistent

with the ,;eneral intierests of NATO itself .

And I w oulc? hope that one of the conclus-

ions of our di : cussion s on Tue oa iy and Vi ednesday ,

prior to the visit of Gen eral dc Gaulle, w ould be that

i•re coulcl .LGreo on t for ► :nxl• L tion which rel~re;sents the

col .lective po sition of all of the 11al'U countries in

our effort-; to ir: ►prove L l s t- We st relations .

12011Y '.Iÿ:~1û1,L : Iii y our t tatem cnt, I.Ir . l :"irtin,


