
An Agenda For Action

Countries like Canada are increasingly called upon to perform activities aimed at national
reconciliation and rebuilding, like drafting constitutions, instituting administrative and
financial reformns, strengthening domestic Iaws, enhancing judicial. structures, training
human rights officiais and helping opposition movements transformn themselves into
democratically competitive political parties.

Leaving aside, for the moment, the broader question of direct support to the înstitutional
instruments of democracy, we can perhaps now focus on the issue of providing concrete
support to the. rule of law and, in particular, on the concrete means through which local
criminal justice systems can be supported by technical assistance and other initiatives to
ensure that they themselves contribute fully to the peacebuilding process. What kind of
concrete initiatives to assist in the reconstruction of a county',s criminal justice system are
more apt to create the temporary space where peace may grow?

There is an increasing recognition that democracy and a better quality oflfife can only
flourish in a context of peace and security for ail. Crime poses a tbreat to stability and to a
safe environment. Crime prevention and criminal justice, with due regard to the
observance of human rights, is thus a direct contribution to the maintenance of peace and
security.

Afier the end of a conflict, the prompt re-establishment of a côuntry's criminal justice
system is a flindamental and urgent requirement for a fiinctioning democracy. Efforts to
re-establish a country's criminal justice system should also be considered ini tandem with
the development of other democratic institutions. Almost always in post-conflict


