
from Canadians and ail interested parties, including social policy experts, private sector and

voluntary organmzatiofls."

The fact of its completion together with popular discourse arouwd "remnvestment," suggests that

the Social Union inay yet prove to be an important vehicle through which to implement

international human rights carnmitments. The Cornmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights called on the fedoral government to reestahlish national standards with respect to social

assistance and adequate levels of support for cbild care, housing, and other redistribive

measures. The Conimittee also admonished Canada for failirng to alleviate the "gross 4isparity

between Aboriginal peoples and the majority of the Canadian public with respect to the

enjoyment of Covenant rights." The Social Union could be the vebicle for enhanced cooperatioi

between governments to address social conditions for Aboriginal peoples living off-xeserve.

Were the féea government to have the political and fiscal wlIl, all of this coul4 be done,

outside the province of Quebec, thouh the Social Union framework agreement.

Federal Legislation
As mentioned above, there is a lively acadernic dicsinabout the ability of the federal

govermcent to force provincial compnce p international trade obligations. If the féeral
governrnent hais the constitutional capcty to noc the ternis of the economic union, why nol

also the social union? We should be wary of drawn equivalencies between the econopmican

the social realms, but there is mnrt ta the argument. Fewer federal powers would be availabe ii

which to ground federal auhrty, though it coul4 be a matter of concern for the country as a

whole that it fails under the federal authority ta inulce laws for the peace order and goocd
-f n-,iAc hrnaaý C rtninlv the féderal £!overnment could exercise the jurisdictiot,


