
Il LEGAL BASIS AND AUTHORISATION

(i) The 1948 Genocide Convention empowers an>' signatoiy state to, "call upon
the competent organs of the United Nations to take such actions under the
Charter of the United Nations as they consider appropriate for the prevention
and suppression of acts of genocide." Given the failure of the international
community to develop any other effective enforcement mechanisms, this
provision may serve as the basis for creating a UN Constabulary as proposed
here.

(ii) This force could be established under the UN Charter by either the Security
Council (under Articles 47 or 27) or the General Assembi>' (under Articles
10 or 22). Its legitimacy would be enhanced if it was brought into being b>' a
General Assembi>' resolution adopted by a substantial majorit>' of member
states and b>' a subsequent Securit>' Council resolution which in effect
ratified the G.A.'s proposai. Done in this fashion, the establishment of the
force would not require a new treaty.

(iii) Another possible authorization platibrai would be the establishment of
international law concerning humanitarian intervention in instances of grave
and egregious deprivations of human riglits, particular>' where there is
reasonable evidence of intent to commit genocide. This would have the
advantage of following procedures established in customary international
law for humanitarian intervention and woul not need to be legitimated b>' a


