
democratic mile. The correlation betwveen the two is strongi>' supported b>' the fact that most

Western deinocracies are aiso the more industrialized and economically developed nations i the

world. While the correlation is powerful, anomalies exist. India, for example, is ver>' poor

economicaill' but i: is ini the process of consolidating its democracy. Ini Latin America, however,

the most dramatic swing from auffioritarian mile to a more democratic process occurred i the

1980s. This period, of course, is known as the "lost decade" because economic stagnation

prevailed. Therefore, to analyze Uie connection bctween economic development and the transition

to democracy, one must tirst of ail discern thc meaning of economic developmcnt.

Economic development is most frequent>' associatcd with cconomic growth. Growth, tha

is, the expansion of thc gross domestdc product, is the critical measure of the size -aiic strength of


