
63. We applaud African leadership in developing effective local capacities in conflict prevention, 
peacekeeping, and post-conflict reconciliation and recovery. We will support African 
peacebuilding initiatives at the regional, sub-regional and national levels, in particular by the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), taking into account the recent OECD Guidelines on 
Conflict, Peace, and Development Cooperation, and we will help to forge active partnerships 
with the United Nations and other donors. We encourage the UN Secretary General, as part of 
his reform efforts, to identify ways the international community can further strengthen Africa's 
initiatives. We also call for the expanded utilization of the existing UN Trust Fund for African 
peacekeeping and conflict prevention, as well as other relevant UN f-unds; and broader and 
substantial donor commitments to the OAU and to subregional bodies with specialized 
mechanisms for conflict mediation, as well as to the UN/OAU Special Envoy to the 
Great Lalces. 

64. We express our  support for long-tenn efforts to promote rapidly deployable African 
peacekeeping éapacities. We welcome closer coordination among African troop- contributing 
countries, regional and subregional organizations, donors, and the UN in the development of 
training, joint exercises, common peacelceeping doctrine, and other efforts to ensure 
interoperability. We also welcome recent progress towards the establishment of an African 
Peacelceeping Support Group at the UN, and we urge interested countries to actively explore 
mechanisms for coordination of practical activities. 

65. We express our grave concern at the recent attacks against refugees as well as against 
personnel of refugee and humanitarian organizations. We emphasize that host States must 
prevent such acts and prosecute the perpetrators. 

66.We have requested that our officials report to us prior to next year's Summit about the 
efforts they have undertaken together to implement a ll  aspects of this partnership. 

Political Issues 

67. Together, we are pursuing a strategy of global integration to create a more secure and stable 
international community. Already, we have used our political cooperation to broaden and deepen 
the community of open markets and open societies, and in the next year we will work together to 
build on these efforts. Our Partnership for Development is designed explicitly to support the 
economic and political development of nations which run the risk of being marginalind from the 
process of iumegration. We will focus our energies on strengthening adherence to the norms and 
principles of international cooperation, and will work together to take effective measures against 
those who threaten those objectives. We recognize our common interest and responsibility in 
helping bring an end to conflicts that threaten to disturb international peace and to undermine our 
deepened cooperation. 

Democracy and Human Rights 

68. Recent years have seen an unprecedented growth of democracy worldwide. Yet young 
democratic states can be fragile and short-lived. We have a responsibility and opportunity to 
further strengthen democratic values and fundamental freedoms where they have taken hold and 
extend their reach where they have not. 

69. Human rights are at the heart of our concerns. Ensuring accountability for violations of 
human rights and international humanitarian law is essential to promote conflict resolution and 
peace. The new UN High Commissioner for Human Rights will have a crucial role to play. We 
will continue to give full support to the International Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda, and work to ensure that the international community and States concerned bring to 
justice through due process persons responsible for violations of human rights and international 
humanitarian law. 
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