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ARTICLE §

The functions of the mediator are at an end when once it is declared,
cither by one of the parties to the dispute or by the mediator himself, that
the means of reconciliation proposed by him are not accepted.

ARTICLE 6

Good offices and mediation undertaken either at the request of the parties
in dispute or on the initiative of Powers strangers to the dispute have
exclusively the character of advice, and never have binding force.

ARTICLE 7

The acceptance of mediation cannot, unless there be an agreement to
the contrary, have the effect of interrupting, delaying, or hindering
mobilization or other mieasures of preparation for war.

If it takes place after the commencement of hostilities, the military
operations in progress are not interrupted in the absence of an agreement to
the contrary.

ARTICLE 8

The Contracting Powers are agreed in recommending the application,
when circumstances allow, of special mediation in the following form:—

In case of a serious difference endangering peace, the States at variance
choose respectively a Power, to which they intrust the mission of entering
into direct communication with the Power chosen on the other side, with
the object of preventing the rupture of pacific relations.

For the period of this mandate, the term of which, unless otherwise
stipulated, cannot exceed thirty days, the States in dispute cease from all
direct communication on the subject of the dispute, which is regarded as
referred exclusively to the mediating Powers, which must use their best
efforts to settle it.

In case of a definite rupture of pacific relations, these Powers are charged
with the joint task of taking advantage of any opportunity to restore peace.

PART III. INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY
ARTICLE 9

In disputes of an international nature involving neither honour nor vital
interests, and arising from a difference of opinion on points of fact, the
Contracting Powers deem it expedient and desirable that the parties who
have not been able to come to an agreement by means of diplomacy, should,
as far as circumstances allow, institute an International Commission of
Inquiry, to facilitate a solution of these disputes by elucidating the facts by
means of an impartial and conscientious investigation.



