Past Two - Recent Cevelapments Patet Thacher for WFUNA-1991

significant progress is being made in the compilation and presentation
to governments of critical information for system-wide co-ordination and
policy guidance. Ever since *restructuring® in 1977, UNDP‘s resident repre-
sentatives have been given responsibility to coordinate UN system activities
at the country level where various “round table® and “consultative groups~ are
formed to bring all ocutside sources, including bilateral, into a more cohasive
pattern. Since the "resrep” also represents both UNEP and UNCED, the Prepcom
will have a basis on which to judge how wall cocrdination of international
inputs werks at the national level.

At the international level there has been a gradual evolutioa under the
original =¢3 of *jeint planning.* while the formal ECB mechanism was incor-
porated in the ACC some years ago = now supported under ACC by the "DOEM" =
Deaignatad officials for Environmental Mattars « the 1372 requirements of cs-
ordination fostared the evolution from what began as joint, hilateral slanning
discussions between UNE? and individual Specialized Agencies and grogranms ci
the UN systsm, ihto pericdic rounds of c¢ollective planning on particular
themes = like marine pollution, or conservaticn of natural resources.
Gradually, international organizations ocutside the UN systez = notably the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resourcas
(IUQN) = wara drawn into these thematic consultations to contribute to longer-
zarm planning exercises, as in tha “ECG" = the Ecological Coordinatien Group -
where IUCN joined UNEP? and the two principal UN agencies dealing with natural
resources: FAO and UNESCO. Joint planning gave way te "thematic® joint
planning, and the initial focus shifted from projects To programatic consulla-
ticns.

The current rasult of these efforts is the (2nd) System-Wide Medium Term

Environment Programme (SWMTEP-II) for 1990-1995, a document submitted for

approval by governments in UNEP's Governing Council and in the UN General

Assembly, and as such the principle basis for harmonizing and coordinating en-
vironmental activities throughcout the UN systam. In its published form it
presents governments with unique information on relavant work underway and
planned, and is designed to assist governments to choose rational allocations
of scarces rasources in the many differant governing bodiea involved.

As presented to geovernments by UNEP'S Executive Director, SWMTE? is in-

tandad to:
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