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Acid rain causes forest damage

g;:rp?rt on a study. being conducted in
4 a Nevy Bru.nswmk shows that acid
b Is c'ausmg widespread damage to the
Ntry’s vast forest lands.
natThe report was presented at an inter-
'onal scientific conference in Finland
¥ scientist Kevin Percy of the Canadian
| C:r:fjmy- Service in Fredericton who is
| DecteL:thmg the te.sts..The testing is ex-
I to have major tmpli(fatfo.ns for the
fOresf .of the country’s multi-billion-dollar
{ e lndustry.Tt?e largest industry in the
bm_ntr\_/, forestry is worth more than $10
| 1on in eastern Canada alone.
| ar.gze testing has already yielded the
Fain St‘ scientific evidence yet that acid
\ 4 seriously retards forest growth, some-
1 T9h|0ng suspected by fenvironmentalists.
starteg New Brunswick experiments,
\ & ¢ a year ago, have been completed
four tree species to date — red and
’ grolte spruce and red and Jack pine. The
! CanWth of all four was affected signifi-
ty.
' eecliesrminated over a period of five
| "eedle's the trees grew fewer f:md.smaller
ang suf'f had a retarded germination rate
’ Uctiyis ered from reduced seedling pro-
| for 4 y. Forestry experts are .wautmg
| °fficia|e full results before making any
dheag, comment but the findings have
ey ¥ been passed to others in the inter-
Onal scientific community.
r. Percy said he duplicated actual
c(;:(‘jn conditions as closely as possible
in S°|UC_tlng the experl_me'nts.. The acid-
thatUtIOr_l used was similar in contc_ant
e, which falls on'New Brunswick
S Sar;the same drop size was used, and
e growing season and rainfall rate

| dcig.

1y

B Simulated.
sligh;rmal snow and rain, which is
a , Y acidic, is described by scientists

mey M9 a pH of 5.6, the technicel
faj d_°f expressing acid levels. Acid
or,'nwh'ch is ten times more acidic than
al, has a pH of 4.6
- Mo (:;”Pefcv’s experiments involved tests
Ingg Ofg at these levels but at pH read-
"Ormg .6, a hundred times greater than
thy, .+ aNd 2.6, a thousand times greater
%y r"°"mal. The results showed signifi-
ity eetardEd growth at pH 4.6 as well as
[ cim°f§ concentrated levels.
Urggyg d rain has already destroyed hun-
Ro| utiof Canadian lakes. It is caused by
in stc'm which rises into the air from
|ty "2l smokestacks and falls back to
| Oftey, has contaminated rain and snow,
L Undreds of miles from its source.

Internation

United Nations Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar was the keynote speaker
at the opening ceremonies of the sixtieth
conference of the International Law
Association held in Montreal, August 30
to September 4.

The conference, which was attended
by then Secretary of State for External
Affairs Mark MacGuigan (now Justice
Minister), was supported by the Depart-
External Affairs. The 724 parti-
cipants from 60 countries set a record
attendance for the conference with the
largest number coming from Canada.

Among the European delegates were
two judges from the International Court
of Justice in The Hague, His Excellency
Judge Hermann Mosler and His Excel-
lency Sir Robert Jennings.

In his address to the delegates, Secre-
tary-General de Cuellar spoke of the UN’s
contribution towards the development of
international law, stressing the value of
the new convention on the law of the
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medical and humanitarianian law, air law
and space law, international water re-
sources and environment conservation,
economic affairs including the new inter-
national economic order, international
monetary law and the exclusive economic
zone.

In addition to working sessions, some
delegates made one-day excursions to
Quebec City and Ottawa. In Quebec City
delegates met with Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs Jacques-Yvan Morin,
while in Ottawa they were received by
Governor General Edward Schreyer and
by Secretary of State for External Affairs
Mark MacGuigan.

The International Law Association has
its headquarters in London, England and
comprises 45 national branches. Its mem-
bership, which exceeds 4500, consists
predominantly of scholars, judges, law
officers and advisers in their respective
countries.

The association has close relations with
the United Nations and some members of
the UN'’s International Court of Justice at
The Hague have been active participants
in the work of the association.
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