EDUCATIONAL REVIEW

of Elementary Handwork in the prifmary schools,
and the establishment of technical classes in the
centres. The Inspectors’ reports are in most
cases full and definite and offer many suggestions
for thought. There is very general approval of
the increasing attention given to nature study
and school gardening and the consequent interest
in rural life given to the children. Nearly all
deplore the constant changing about of teachers
in the country schools.

Included in the volume are the reports of the
school for the Blind, and - the schools for the
Deaf, and the report of the Chancellor of the
University of New Brunswick.

NOVA SCOTIA SCHOOLS.

Superintendent A. H. MacKay in his annual
report says that the year’s work has been the
most progressive in the educational history of
the Province. The total enrolment of  pupils
in the schools has increased by over 1,200
since last year.
attendance has risen to 71.7 per cent ‘in all the
schools, 'and in the County Academies to 83.7
per cent. The number of schools in session show
an increasesof thirty in one year.
only 85 vacant schools, nearly one-half of which
have now no school population, or are served
by schools of adjoining sections. There has been
an increase in the number of teachers, especially
of the higher class, and, we are glad to note, a
general increase in the salary of every class of
teacher, both men and women. :

The Superintendent quotes as evidence of an
improvement in educational conditions, that the
number of men teachers of all the higher classes
has begun to increase. A generous response has
been made to the appeal for higher salaries, but
further efforts in this direction are needed. It
is strongly recommended that the Municipal

Fund (which has not been ‘increased in pro-

portion to the increases made in the Sectional
and Provincial contributions) should be raised

from 35 cents to 50 cents per unit-of po;lulatiori._

This increase has already been made in Cumber-
land and Victoria Counties, and

become general.

1 R. H. the Duke of Connaught will visit different
points in Newfoundland during the second week’ in July..
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WOODLAND FERNS.
j. VroOM. .
Including the Flowering Ferns and the Moon-
worts, which are generally. called ferns, about
forty different species of ferns have been reported
as growing in the Atlantic Provinces 'fof‘ Ca/,na'da._
If we count out the three species of the Flower- o
ing Fern or Osmunda group, the RoyaiFem,
the Cinnamon- Fern and the Interrupted Fern,
not now recognized as true ferns, and also the
five Moonworts, which are in a class by hem
selves, we have a little more than thirty
to make up the list. Some of t 1ese - are
-tremely rare; some, perhaps, of doubtful
rence. Possibly not more than fifteen
species can be found within the bo d
one county in the three provinces
sides, moist cliffs, rich. woods, and wet
each have their' own ‘group of attra
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to those which we might ex
day’s tramp through the w
To know a fern when w
to distinguish between f
is not a, very useful a
to see the beauty of
much greater value
field and garden floy

the devastatng;'J cl
cannot be carried away.

To pull up and carry off a

¥ e




