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The development in the direction 1 have indicated
muet corne in through and by the teaching profession.
By somne proceeS we mnust geL men and womien presidiing
over the. common schools who will not feel that tlîeir
duty i. achieved when they have secured the average
standard of scholarship. The sup)rernle need of our,
edacational syNtein is the. unice&aeing and painstaking
effort of men and wornen who wiII realize that thieir finit
duty is character building, and that along with the
lessone in arithmietic, goograplîy and liietory muet go
an unfoiling and u 1pbuildÎÎig of thev higlier spiritual
qualities of our nature.

Tihis ie wliat 1 call teachiing rel1igion in the public
scboole Lt iii not what ie generally understood by
teachinig of religion. The coinron idea is that the
catechism should b. tughit, Bible lessons unfolded, and
denominational tenets enforced. Tlrue religion i8 a
question of soul culture, and titis can 1w done b)y doduc-
ing sud inaturing high ideals of 'what true living and
true charsoter are. Ail titis, in ouaý word, I say is the
present great demideraturu iii our educational eys4tem. Lt
sg, lu the. words of tiie beginning of this article, "the one
thing lacking.»
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My former articles were fault-findiug and destructive-
in their tendency. Peritaps i letinte to repair the
breaches. Doubtlesn 1 shall find iL more difficuit to
build up titan to tear down -to construct a faulties
system titan to id bleiniiee aud defects in those that
already exist. 1 shail not indeed hope to picture a
suhoo)l sysbem for Eutopia; for, flot to speak of sub-
jective and persoual limitations, te conditions whichi
onie ham te provide for in the. educational field are so
untoward and conflicting titat iL seerpe iopeless Le Lhink
of devising anything whicli shahl have such perfecL
adjugtmnents as to be above criticieni. I masy add here,
aiso, that space wilI not admit of full detail, so titat 1
must lmit mysoif to a general outhine of thte sciteme
viticit 1 have to propose. ln Lite work of demolition,
1 say unitesitatingly that our systent of making te
smali ares calied a school section in Nova Scotia, but
known in otiter countries as a sehool district~, the. unit
of organization and maintenance, should Le abolilhed.
This would b. leas imperatively demanded if population
and wealtb were evenly distributed over the country,
but even under sueii conditions tere would remain very
cogent ressons for taking a wider ares as the unit.

Doubtl..s t1zs propiosition will to many appear lik. Lbe

wîidest rant. Our littie echool section wîtit its Lhree
trusteesi- sud its varions local attacbmients is such a
Limei(-hoinored institution, and people generally are su
coneervative in titeir tendeucies, that any scheme wbich
etriÎkes at itq integrity wiIl seem to imaid folk revolu-
tionary or even dangerousi te the good order of society.
Tt iny bc re-assuring Lu these people Lu kuow that
msny couintrice ranking smong Lh. moet progressive in
educational affaire have abandoned the old-time Behool
section (district) es the unit of organization sud main-
tenance. IN assachiusett, New Hampehire, Mainie, New
Jersey and varicus other etates are exainples.

The area best euited for the larger unit, wbether
county, township, or municipal ward, may b. open to
question. For sormi romaons thie county may bu con-
siderod too large; the ward îset athe otiter extregno.
Tru regaîid to aizo the township would serve the purpoile
bet;"but these divieions, which formerly %vers unite for
parhiamientary representation and for such other local
purposes, as providing for the poor, and care of ruade
sud( bridgea, hiave fallen into dîiuse and now have a
mnerely nominal existence. Machiuery uauaily rune
more sinoothly along accuetomed uines, and hence iL
seems advisable to adopt the mine. unit for school pur-
poses as for otlier local affaira. I shaîl assume titen
that., aIl titinga coueidered, the county is the. proper'unit
lu Nova Scotia for the purpose under consideration.

My echemne aiso contemplates te abolition of the
existing Bloar-dm of School Comtnissiouers and thte sub-
stitution for theni of au Educational Board witit larger.
powers for esch counity, e]ected b)y tiie différent wards
in the saine mariner as are now elected the. County
Counicillors. Titis Board sitould have tite comabined,
anthority and juriidiction of Lte present 8ehool Com-
miasioners sud Scitool Trustees, liaving under iLs control
tb. bounding of scitool sections, locating sud building
of sobool. houses, employing of teachers, and levying of
taxes.

As far as practicable tii. Provincial Grant should b.e
divided among the. counities on suchi principle as W
equalize the local taxes. This is a maLter 'wiicit wili
require much care and good judgment, as the, standard
in estimating te valu, cf property is likely Wo vary in,
the differont courities. The. grant allotted Wo a county
should b. paid directly to the Counlty Bouard. After
emtitiatiing the amount required for school purposes
witliin the. bounde cf its jurisdiction sud deducting te
provincial grant froîn ti grand total, te B3oard should
levy upon the. county for tiie balance.

It should be thieaim of the Board, as far aâposible,
Wo treat all sections alike in se far as the character cf
the, soitools ia conc.rned, If, iiowever, any section


