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The Union of Municipalities-of the Province of Quebec
Lt is now nine montbs since l'Union des Mu-

nicipalitès de la Province de Quebec was launched
wlth great eclat at a convention held In the City
Hall, Montreal, and now at another Convention
the executive of the new union gave an account
of their stewardsbip. The officiai report was a
record of. splendid endeavour and successful ac-
hievemient flot only for the benefit of the actual
rinber inunicipalities, but for the benefit of ail
muniiicip)al Quebec anid ,ve feel safe in s tating tbat
tbougbi but a few iiontbs old, the Québec Union
or -Mtuicipalities is today one of the strongest
organizations of its kind in the Dominion.

While sucb an excellent result reflects g,"at
cre(Et on,, the municipal spirit of the Province, it
-was noý brouiglt about witbout inuchi labor and

oganizntion on ille part of the officers, particiu-
lrySecùretary Prieur and Treasurer Furse, both

of wbioiti have spent mnany days in the executIve
offi2-es devising- wýays and mieans to build up the
U'nioni: a ild they have been well backed up by the
Presîdent and bis Vice-Presidents.

mni tbe organization of this Union the Pro-
vinc)(e bas been divided into districts or zones-
-even rural districts and seven urbai< groups or
districts. The purpose of creating these districts
or groups is to enable the general executive to an-
alize and better meet the wants and ambitions
of every district in the Province. That this sys-
teni of sub-dividing the Province bias been suc-

crsflwas evidenced in the well attended sub-
convention of tbe Union that ivas beld in one of
the rural districts sonie mionths ago.

Oi)p of the Drinfiial obiects of the Union is

existence. Lt bas brougbt horne to the munici-
pal councils of the Province of Quebec not only
their opportunities and their responsibilities, but
a wider sense of their duties; it bas given thern a
new digniity and a new power in the confidence
that in ail their just demands they have with
them and behind themi an organization ever ready
to fight for their interests. The Union is giving
a new meaning to Municipal Quebec. No longer
are the municipalities of the Province the crea-
turcs, and the local councils the puppets of the
,politicians. Singly tbey were, but united tbey
are able to, successfully resist the encroaclirents
of any comibiniation of private or political interest
or interests. This lias been made possible by the
establishment of the Union. Was it not wortb
while?

Those Councils that bave joinied the Union
tbink it was, and tbey are wise in their génera-
tion, but wbat of the Coundils that bave not
joiined the Union? Are tbey going to stand by
and allow tbeir fellow councils bear the burden
of figbting their battles, for every miunicipal re-
formi brought about by the union is shared by
ail? H-ave tbey the interests of their commnuni-
ties so little at beart that tbey are flot willing for
the sake of a smiall fee to avail tbemnselves of the
beniefits to be derived from miembership of the
Union? Lt is for aIl councils, flot already mem-
bers to answer.

Union Is Strength.

The amibition of the executive is to have
every one of the 1,316 rural and urban municipa-
lities of the Province of Quebec miembers of thé
Un-ioni.-Anid -wli not?

If onily purely from self-interest it is surely
tbe duty of a council that really wisbes to serve
the coninunity to seek every means that will help
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