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Some 8,000 crimiflal8 in Parkhurst prison were subjected to the
Most careful observation and anthropometrial tests, and the resuits
subi ected to scientifle analysis. The conclusions arrlved at would
ýeem to be as authoritative as it is possible to attain to, and the
report Iately published furnishes a document of the greatest inter-
est and importance. Stated broadly, the conclusions arrlved at are
that the criminal type, marked by physical and mental stigma as
described by Lombroso, does not exist; that, as individuals, crim-
inais posses no characteristles, physical and mental, which are not
shared by ail people. <'Crixnlnality la not a inorbid state akin to
physical <isease which can be diagnosed and established by pure
observation." On the other band, the "cr1in1nal" man is to a large
exteunt a "defetive" mani physically and mentally, and this "defec-
tiveness," lilce mny other human qualities, is determined more by
nature tiîan by nurture. The general resuit of the investigation
points to the existence of what is termed a "criminal diathesis,» that
lu to suy, a composite of mental and physical defectivenesa. This
composite or "diathesis," like other constitutional characters, is
subject to heredity. The tendency to be convlcted and imprisoned
for crime is inherited at muchi the samie rate as are other physical
and mental qualities and pathological conditions. The influence of
parental contagion is on the whole inconsiderable in relation to the
influence o! heredity andi of mental defectivens, these two beinw
the most important factors in the production o! crime. All Eng-
liali criminals, except those technlcil]Y convlcted of fraud, are
markedly below the general population in stature and bodily
weight. Offenders convicted of violence to the person are charac-
terized by an average degree of 5ttSllth andt o! constitutional
soundues above the average of other criminais andi o! the Iaw-abld-
ing class. Thieves, burgiars and incendiaries, who constitute 90
per cent. of ail <riminais, are inferior in stature and welght, and
are puny in thlir genmnal bodily habit in comparison with other
criminals, andi with the law-ablding population. These are the
sole fact on which the theorie of crimilnai anthropologists reot.

First convictions show a predulection for the. age penloti of 1

tliis fact with the age inidne of liabllity to varlous diffeh
is inclineti to interpe the facts as evldence that a "mental constitu-
tional proclivity la the primai source of the. habituai criminal's


