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for they would have to deai with a concealed foe, by whomn a severe

blow, which it would be impossible to return, mniglit be struck. In sucli a
Position even camion would lie of no avail to the troops. But apart frornf
the danger front a concealed foe, figliting, behiud trees after the mariner of
tlie Judians, these passes are flot difficuit. In such a position, rio large
bodY of half-breeds could long sustain theinselves, for the scantiness of
their commissariat must require thein to keep constantly on tire move;
and in any case it is difficuit to see how they can subsist theniselves other-
Wise titan by plunder. The ranches are distant and settiers to be plun-
dered are scarce. The lot of the settiers fromi wlior cattie ai-d other
supplies mnay be takeu will be liard.

This second rebellion of Riel's will be put doxvu as certaiîily as the first
was; and the workç wilI be donc without the aid of British troops. But it

Usclcss to denry that it will be a troublesome and expensive business.

1 Clners iii abundance can be got ;but a march of two liundred miles in
mneltilla snow, and aînong slush and water, wliere dry spots for a camping
ground %vill be difficult to lind, doce not prescrit tire prospect of a holiday

Jaunt. Evert if a suficient numiber of teams can be got to convey tire
troops, teainiig over suicl ground as will have to be crossed must be nearly

pole cr ihiu nr
as difficuit as marching. Sleeping in wet clothes and on wet ground it will

noth betwaodhTehafbeesi tey are well acquainited, and tlieir habits of periodical huniting

raetlmexpert in tlie use of tlie rifle. Tliey hiave the cunuing of tire
Indanandsome of the qualities of their Frenchi and Scotch ýDfathers.

od mswill no doubt be founid amioug thei ; but it is improbable that,
unless they have got extraneous aid, tliey can geîierally be proeided with
the best arms of precisioli. Sucli armns are costly, and seiisavages do ilot
readily pick up the best fashions in rifles, when the old smootli bore gunis
to whicli they have been accustomed eau be made to answer their ordinary
nreeds. Contemptible focs these half-breeds will not be ; for they have
beenI accustomed to thre use of flre-arms ail their lives, and they are a
vligorous and hardy race. Aur arduous work our volunteers have before
tireur ; and whatever the hardships thcy may have to encouniter, they may
lie reljed Ou to do it.

Ail sorts of wild ruinours about what is going to happeu aie sure to l)e
started. Every possibility will at once be maguitied into probability and
nex-t into certaiuty. That the Indianls wvill join the hlf breeds, that the
Airerican lialf-breeds will join the Canadian lialf-breeds, is already cou-
jecturede asserted aud cauvassed as if the two thiugs were, beyoud doubt,
goinig to liappen. Nowliere iu Anterica lias an extent of country equal to
Our North-West bec, settled withiout serions trouble between the Indiaus
and the whites occurring. Among tire Indiaus, war is always popular wvitli

the YOung nd over and over again has their wild enthusiasmr over-
borne the sober counicils of the aged aîîd tlire wise. Most of the causes of
tribal war amlong the Indians of the Northi-West have been reioved. 0f
ail causes of war the encroacliment of one tribe on the hunting-grouuds of
arioth,,r was the most potent and tire oue which recurred with greatest
frequeney. Ncarly aIl tire tribes have sold their lauds to the Goverumrent,
and disputes about encroachints ou hunting-grounds belong to tlic past.
Thie KCOotuaes have still. sorte land left in thie Mounitains ; but we ne.
longer hear of th, oHd fends between theim anfi the Peaguus, nor betweeu

teSaleeshs aud the( Peaguns, the aucient froutier tt'ibe on the east of the
thoeokies1, on whom the scourge of war fell whenever their allies becamie
engagefid with their enemies. ilorse-stealing, whicli a century ago was
often, chosen as the alternative excitement for war, is becomiug a lost art

under tire vigileuce of thi(n ounited police ; but tire desire of tire young
'ln for war survives. And more titan ail, the virtual exterination of
the bisou leaves the Judiaus witîîout tiroir ordinary source of food supply;
and ahl attemlpts to mnake themi agriculturists during the last tliree hundred
Years have liopelessly failed. Amongg Indians atiy more tirait amiong white

People an excuse for war is neyer wantîng if tire desire for it exists. Tire
Amlerican Ilndians have always aud everywhere beeti suspicions of the

itwes in1 Whose steady miarch they read their 'owu doom. The collision

1e1ee the two races lias neyer liad, and itever eau have, but one ultimiate
resuIt ; but ail lessons are lost ou the lndiaîîis, aud the fact that a cause is
d''espe 0 is not a suficieut motive for' theum to refuse to embrace it.

We mnay reîy ripon the Aniierican Goveriment to perforai its interna-
tionial Obligation-t 0 prevent tue fitting out of any expedition, South' Of tlic

line, for hîostile operations in our territory. But stragglers bent on

iishief it will be impossibile to prevent crossing ; and along the Miontana
fronltier a re-tless population, fond of exceitemlent and reckless of life, is

Fctee.Urontî the.e men, inters, cttile-thieves, Outlaws, it canuot lie
sai there is no danger. But tItis danger we iniust be prepared to n10~3,j

Wierelyiîîg upon tie Amnericani (ovcýrîiiîncnt to do every thing ii its
POwer to fulfil its4 interntational obligation ini refusing to allow its territory

to. iedly uao bse of operations against tire peace of a neighbourîing aud

f"lelçll naton.KAHrnONîcA.
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THERE is considerabie danger tliat tlic significance of a resolution carried
in tire Nova Scotian Legisiature on Friday last may be overlooked by
reasou of the all-absorbing iuterest feit iu thec Northi-West troubles. Mr.
J. A. Fraser, M.P.P. for the C.ounty of Guysborougli, some timie ago gave

notice of a resolution looking towards secession froîn Confederation, and
tire inatter was discrussed at considerable length last week. Thougli the

original resolution was not carried, flic ameudmnent of the (4overnmient
which was actually adopted-to the effect that, in tlic event of Ilbetter
ternis " not being granted by tire Domnion Parliameut by ftire close of thec
presenit session, tire Il.ouse would cousider the advisability of severiug con-

nection with Canada--appears te confirai tlic impression that there is a
growing desire in Nova Scotia to quit tire Union.

The Maritime Provinces being an integrai and important part of fice Con-
federation, a break in that direction would tend to dispel the dreai of thec
more enthusiastic friends of tire Union. Lt is therefore wortli while to
ascertain if possible flie grounîds to the prescrit disconfent and see whether
they are well founded or iikely to lead to anything more than inere idle
agitation. That great dissatisfactiou does exist in Nova Scotia with the
cxisting condition of affairs is beyond ail question, and flic reasons for it
are simple enougli to anyorie who is familiar with the history of polities

iii that Province for tire past thirty years. Prior to Confederatioti the
Province of Nova Scotiat was prospering. With an ad valorent tarifi of 12h-

per cenît. the revenue wvas suflicient for ail the wants of the Province.
Railway comtmunication lîad been carried eastward f0 Pictou and wesfward
to Annapolis, and without increasing the tariff if would have been possible

to have carried forward railway construction until every part of the

Province, fromt Yarmouth to Cape Breton, had secured the benefif of

railway communication. The road and bridge service of the Province was

well supportcd by a liberal grant froîn the Provincial Exchequer, and the

educational system was developin g under tire fosteriug care of tire goveru-

nient. Hlalifax, the capital, wams the centre of the trade of the Province.

Lt was thîe chief importing town of the Maritime Provinces. Lt was the

centre of a lucrative WTest Inidia frade, fromi the profits of which splendid

fortunes wvere bnilt up. Nearly every trader iii the Province aud soute in

Prince Edward Island obtained timeir goods through the Hlalifax wholesale

dealers, and the city, while not growing very rapidly in population, was yef

accumulating wealtlî and laying thec foundation of a substautial prosperity.

Win Confederation wvas first mooted the people pondered over these

things and concluded it would nof be in their interests to unite wifh the

UTpper Provinces. It was urged thaf the immediate resuit wouid lie that

the Customns duties would be increased, and sortie even went so far as to

hint that a policy of Protection might eventually be adopted by the Con-

federacy. Those who advocated Union repudiated titis idea ii fthc sfrongest

ternis, and asserted thaf this would be in violation of a clear understanding

betiveen the contracting parties. Lt was proclaimed thaf in order to meet

the wislîes of the Maritime Provinces in the direction of low tariffs, tlie

flrst governient to bie fommed would fix the tarîfi at 15 per cent., wlîich

was lcss than the Province cf Canada had been imposing. None of these

arguments or promises cliauged the mind of the majority of fthc people of

Nova Scotia. They did not wanf Union. Lt was forced uppon theur by a

Parliameuf which liad been elected withont any titouglit cf Confederation.

The proof that the people were hostile te this Union is put beyond dispute

iu the general elections wlîicli ensued. On the l7th September, 1867, the

election of the first delegafion te serve in tlic Ilouse of Commons was

held, and ou tlic saine day the first Local Asseunlly of the Province after

Coufederatioi xvas elected. Tlieie wvas only cime issue-Confederation.
The party naines were nof Liberal and Tory, or Radical and Conservafive:
it was Unionist aîîd Aliti-Unionist. Se streng was tlic sentinient thus

created tîtat in îîîost of the rural districts in Nova Scotia the naines are

still preserved. A supporter of tire Liberal Party in most cf flice rural

districts te day is known as an " Aîîti." The restult cf the electiens flins

lield was as follows 0 f tice nineteen coustituencies whiclî sent members

te the lieuse of Commnons, cigîtteen wenf by large, and, in most cases, by

overwhelmiîîg miajorities. Charles lupper alone saved himiself in Cumber-

land by super-linnan efforts and the expendifure of large sumns cf meoney.

Ris înajority was inerely noinral, and altheugh lie was the auflior cf

Coufederafion and the ablest leader cf flic party, lie was se unpopular fliat

lie did net venture to take a seat in the first administration formed. Iu

flic Local Asserrmbly flire result was parallel. Ont ef thirty-eight seats the

Anti's carriedi thirty-six, meost cf thera by immense majerîfies.

Then followed a long and fierce agitation for Repeal. Delegates were

sent f0 England, leagues were formed and ail constituimial meastirei

resorted te te gef eut cf the Union. At iast the leader cf flic Anti-

Confederafe cause, Josephi lowe, was induced te jein Sir John Macdoinalds,

APRXT. 2nd, 1885.]


