
1024 THE WvEEK

liecent Fi eti(n *.

RUSSIAN Nibilismn and intrigue have served as tir
theme of many modern stories. Tire latest of the kmn

to corne to baud is Il By Order of the Brotherhood," by iL
Voleur. The scene opens in London, and then shifts abou
tire continent wjtb marvellous rapidity. Monte Carlo, Italy
Russia, are ail visited, ami exciting incidents, (iial)olicil
plots, hair-breadthi eseapes, crowd the pages. It is a Ilfirs
work," and tire author modestly <lodicates it Il to the IBritisl
public," '- to the six best mien in the world," whom lie naines
andIl" to the latte Mis.s," etc. The story is badly told, and i
full of impossible situations. It is narrated by Archibali
Clarke, a solicitor of the lligb Court of Justice, and b,
Brice, a detective ; but tire writer seems to have no power o
entering dramatically into these characters, and if he did 110o
inforin us who was narrating we would îîever be able to tel
froin the style. Tlie story isof tliat unappy kind that inventý
dificulties, and invariably lias the riglit individual on hanl(,
at the riglit moment to solve the difficulty, to fathoni tire mys
tory. No doubt the book will interest manyv rcaders. JratU
fathers,detectives, gamblers, beautiful worncn, Russian nobles,
nay, even tire Czar hiinself, ar'e introduced iii sucli a way as tc
excite the curiosity of the reader of sensational stories ; but
for the student of tire novel the crowding of incident, tire
slîifting of the action, the absurdity of s'ore of tire situar-
tions, the lack of truc psycbology, wvil1 inake it distasteful
realing"M

About sucli a boo0k as Il Neiglîbours of Ours," by lHenry
W. Novinsoît, tliere wil] l eta diversity of opinion among the(
i1litics. It is a pico of realisin tliat out Zolas Zola in niany

xvays. Tliore is nuo pretence at at plot, and it is ierely what
tire title professes, a study of the narrator's neigulîours. The
narrattor is Jacko, a son of the London sluins, who appears
on tire scerie iii Il bust bioots," ", bust trousoey-knees," and a
collar, Il as was nothing but a bit o' bilue 'an'kercliief, througb
tire hein' out o' work." ,Jacko knows the comnnîunity lie is
(Iescribing, and keepsbaicknothing. Tbemanners,tbe language,
the life, are given in their utterD nakedness, and we canriot
lielp feeling that the book is ettruflîful (lrawing of a state of
-society tlîat but few readers cani ever reach or understand. witb-
ont ai) interpretor. We ]lave in ail ten chapters, deal inîg witl
toni different phases of life in tire slumns. Sontie ofï the
sketches are broadly, coarsely humorous, wlîile others have
anr ironical pathos that rivets tire attention. "lThe St.
G~eorge of lRochester " is pc'hîaps the rnost poetic of thiese,
aîîd we cannot but like old Timmno, the winner of the Dogy-
gett Badge, ; but in singling it out fron among the rest we
feel tliat we are doing an injustice to ýsuch a powerful, Kip-
ling.like study as " A Man of (4eîius,"' or tire tenderly drawn
story of IlLittle Scotty," and bis grandnîother, Mrs Mncrae,
at vomati with a propensity, "Ifor keepin' 'erself dlean," tlîat.
wvas the ainazenient of ail lier neiehbours. WTe cannot help
wishing tlîat at little of the strong language and such narra-
tives as Il Sisseru's lZeturii," ad"r.Sitnon's Baby," biad
been omnitted, but tlien it is evidently the intention of Mr.
Nevinson to give a full and complote drawing of the slums,
and without this objectionable element we would have only
at partial view. The personality of tlîe narrator, Jacko, is
tiot definite eîuough. H1e talks like a boy, but acts and
thiuîks like a biant; front tire nîarrative it would be difficult
even to estimate lus age. But lie bas added to our know-
locîge of life, and despite tire coarscness of soute of the
studies, and tbe lack of plot, we have rend " Neighlbouî r of
Ours"' witb a great deal of intcrest.

On the title page of "IIIhoda Roberts " by Harry Lind-
say we have tie following quotation, froni the Proverbs Of
Solomon :"For the uprigbt shiaIl dwcll in the ]and....
But the wicked shaîl be cut off front the eartb, and the
t1ransgiressors shaîl bo rooted out of it." The story, whîcb
frontî this text promlises to ho a moral tale, is of a Wolsh
inining tuwn. We bave ail the îîîaclîinery usually adopted
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to brin.g about tbe happy results foretold on tire title&page
The genuine stage villain loves tbrougzh tire pagles il' tle

e shape of the superintendent of Squire Tretlîyn's estates 'l
emurders tbe squire, and succeeds in liavinu tire squir's 10I.1

d Edward, arrested -for tire deed, but in tlie end tbe crimel ls
e broughîit hromie to blis own door. Mr. Lindsay ii bis dosire

to paint a villain to serve as a cuntrast to tiue nObilltY o
Edward's character bas overdone luis task. Grainger, tire
superintendent, is a badly drawn, dcvil, a mnani wliO couî'd

t neyer have bad self-cuntrol enouglu tu attai n atpstino
trust andI power. Thlîe îro of tbe buok is at uilk-sop Of tle
finit water, ridiculously sensitive, absurdly hunualand

sdeplorably stupid. The lîcroine, Rhoda Roberts, is ei Oar
vellous conupound : a girl wbo could kiss a young manrio

~'nigbit, allow bim to talk of jealousy, to (leclare bis lve, t
fexeliange vows witb bei', nay, even to permuit of a -tender,

clinging embrace," and yet who could afterward, delare1tluat she biad neyer intended lîim te, tluink for une mioment
3tluat lier affection. vas othuer than sisterly. We could unlder-

stad tis n smegirls, luut not iii Rhoda Roberts, a
author intends bier tu be bis ideal of a noble, pure, CliriStial.
womianly wornan, w!îo ii tire end is to reeeive the cruwnVl of
tire rewards, distributed iîu the closing cliaptors, M~'ien ',lie
bccomes a missiunary's wife and s'peeds to uni.egenO1'îte
Af rica. Tire only cliaracter in tire book witli wli<W wve
find ourselves syuîpatlîizing is the profane drunlkard, ilitke
Swinton. -But even tire drawinjg of poor Rake is spoileul bY
the author's over-sensitive pietv. Rake is miade to exclaintî
on1 luis deatlubed ''Whîere tlîe dîckens is Mm1l. Edward gunleVh
anti tliei follows tlîis explanatiouî iii parenituesis " I)ickefls
Was nut tire word hie uso<l- it was a foui word, a revoltlîig
word, and une unifit for thoese paes. A note like tluis i
mistaken înorality ;a reader cannot belp supplyiig foi. Ijilu',
self a number of probable Il cu,-s-wordls" that would doubtlesS
sluatter thre nerves of Harry Lindsay. Tire cliaracter Si tt
story are largely front the Iabouriîîg class, 'but at tirnes tallk
like eînbryo philosophers and theologiansw. They occasiOlnallY
lapse into a dialect,but tire only distinguisuing features it 11iis
-ire copious ellipses antI bad English; tire ltter, ide,
a fault that could be found on almnost every page of the vol-
ume, when the autlior, and nut bis ebaracters, is p, k1
If tire chiaracters are badly dune, tire incidents are eveii more
umperfectly worked. The biero escapes from prison, and
returns tu lus native town comipletely (lisguisc(l in a p~~
coloured glasses, and tluus adroitly escapes recognitioni, au) 1

wlien after inany days bis idcntity is discovered. nu t teuiiP
us mnade tu rearrest bim, and lie calrnly takes up lus old life
as though thiero weî'e nu sucli things as law and lawiiaker's

an -uardians in England. Too nuucb lias been sAitl an bout
this absurd bauk. 0ur wonder is hlow. it cuuld ove!' fat1 A
publishor. Let us hiope tluat it saw the liglit of tlaY at the
authuor's expeilse. It is not, hîowever, tire author's flrst
crime ;would that it nuiglit bu luis last.

Letters to the Editor.

THE CANAI)IAN FLAG.
Suu,-Prof. Wilson lias told us that-' lin tiiIcs o

national security, the feeling, of patriotisin aiînun the ul5 0

is su quiescent that it seenis bardly to exist ";and NlîilC i
may be regretted that Canadians are nt, generaillYi3 Of
more deunonstrative temperamrintvsluowing b1y %vords fand
actions their appreciation of all that affects tire welfal'e Of
their native lantl-yet it is gratifying tu know tluatthey 111v
at beart a love of country whicu is une of their sterlii' cher
acteristics. The spirit of true patriotisai is awvakenilg th
people are exbibiting an interest in questions tint relate t
the comnuon. weal ;tbey are beginning to feel a proper pl-ide
un tbe great country of their birtb or adoption :compare the
state of affairs twenty-flve years agu with tire glorious P)o-
minion of to-day, and mark the blessed differeldO
Nothuing lias indicated tbis more clearly than. the cOnt'Oý
vorsy on tbe subject of a new flag for Canada; an agitatufl
that is national in its significance. Tîte interest that Our
Peuple bave taken in the unatter is evinced by the nuiflerouls
letters to the press, and the variuus tlevices subulitted fo
approval. 0f the former, many bave been instructive ; Of the
latter, must of tbem are remarkable for tbeir quaintriess Or


