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Ib mieThe highest legal autbority iu
Brprbas declarcd that ininisters may

iegally hold their positions in the establish-
nient which only recently ornitted the Il Coin-
"mIultiOn " front its obligatory liturgy, and
deny the end -leEs character of future punish-
ment .wbile the Scottjsh establishment
'Wbieh'censured a prominent minister iu its
cormmunion for loose vievs ou the fourth
cOmanandmeut, nitigated the censure by
caUi'ng him at the first opportunity to the
llighest honour it had ta confer. Upon the
whol0, Our Protestant churches canuot be
ebarged with a very slavish adberence to

th etter of their confessions.

a&f this stag(e a question may suggest it-
~f eWby have creeds 1If uo security
ca egiven that a creed eau be lived up

ta, tbey are but deceits and sbould be doue
aWyWth. Two remarks muet here ho

~lfel First, ail faith must manifest it-
sel t Soinse concrete foai. The tiret

Ch9sia lu reed may be read iu Mark viii.,9'Ithat simplest of frswe have ailogmatj 0 Confession. The uo-creed cry is
nelsand leads to au infallible lu every

Pew, a sYucd lu every religious clique.

1>aI )Uhism professes to have no creed,
ad n8lanifests one continued senies of

l'isoua and conteutions. Every mani bas
a ceeed, and sa every churcb, the oniy ques-
t'O" being how far fromn au ackuowledged
C'urteal trutb, such as that formulated in

pdt(' confession, should the linos bo

()9Ur Second remark is :Every creed has
'P'it, just as we speak of tbe spirit of the

" e eaut aud do speak of the spirit ofa
fe88lOn; and no church that would be

tO 0its trust ean allow that spirit to hoe
i'veratjed or denied. Nor is it au impossi-

b taet discern that spirit. The cou-
lmnsta( which subEcriptiou 18 asked
9i0 ~ the representative Protestant

tUrches grew during the great creed mak-
gn POriod which fall owed the Reformation,

~d - 11 fan are controversai ; they were
gedeither ta restore or ta muaintain a

as agaiust an error or superstition
Wthýth ba evre or cavei'ed over that
aid fon But thaso controversies in thein
14%1r uo longer' prevail ; the tiuth re-
tr "" which aloue gives spirit ta the let-

pete wych Sprti soins instances coin-
,,tivîycane the literai nendering of the

th Thus when iu the twenty-first of
il . thirty-ljne articles it is said that
t 'n'ral Councils may not be gatbered

08t"lWithout the commaudmeut audwjii of Prnuces "-.the indepoudence of the
1tin church as against the ciaims of

freeAo Was3 asserted. The spirit of spiritual
th ta therein deelared may now demand
tive 8 eulteuce ho road wîthout the nega-

lu which case ho is the true cburch-
frnWho COntradicts the letter which sa

w hilOe giveth life.
e istththese occasions for c)utraversy

Iteartice teudency of a creed is to gnow,
ta th El mltiplying as the errons press;

cb- occasions pass, thbe opp3site tendency
t4, suad the simupler confession satisfies;

bQt 0"eed lu fortu may remain as before,

otPlat eatitude lu its interpretation
tii 0pî"ai pre vails by general eveu offi-
10,4 iaent. Amarked example of this is
thtee d. aada lu the thorough fusion of

dit&,t 08c holding opposite views ne-
0  -j~ e relatiou of Cburch and State.
'Y v "'te hebyterian church was Strict-

41ta rgtr ,te Free church as firm in
tl0l2t 1îfgg the right of each cougnegation

Own minister, the Old Kirk sec-
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tiou lu full sympathy with au Establish-
ment. Tempora inutantur et nos miutanmr
in i/lis. It would be uo easy task now ta
dnaw anew the aId liues, or even ta distin-
guisb where they bad been. It may thus
ho readily scen how of nceessity a truiy pro-
gressive church may allow a growing de-
partune froin the letter of its creed in the
full maintenance of its spirit; and how
witbiu its communion without reproach
men may honestly remain propounding
these changes-always premising that lu
thus propounding thein respect, be had ta
the acknowledged negulatians wbich. gov-

rn sucb a course-and they ho not justly
cbarged with necreancy ta their trust. Iu-
deed there appears ta ho no othen method
af exemplifying peràonal libenty and con-
ponate progressîveness. Ultimately, if the
general eommunity declare such departure
frain traditional belief incousistont witb the
neteution of feliowsbip, there is no othen
course open but separation. Tbe gnawing
sentiment of the day, however, is ta avoid
aIl sucb schisui. Mutîîai forbearance, and
a commeudable teudeucy ta look upon
trutb as mnany-sided, and thus harmoniaus
in its differeuces, wili do much ta avoid de-
plorable divisions.

Oun final thought is this :-All the
cneeds of Protestant Chnistendoin recognize
the Seniptures of the Old and New Testa-
ment ta be the ultimate autbority lu al
things necessary ta salvation. It is long
since we left the divinity hall. Euforced
leisune gave ta us lateiy an opportunity of
attending 'a lecture. That lecture suggest-
ed a contnast. In many cases a creed is
placed lu a studeuî's hand as into a law-

yer's baud 18 given a bnief with one-sided
evidence :-Here is your creed, bore the
Bible1 prove yaur cneed froin the book.
The tane of the lecture we beard was
pitcbod lu anothen key. Here is the Sc.rip-
turc,' let us examine it for its meauing.
Master its histanîcal relations, understand
its text, unfold its teaching. Doos your
confession harmouize therewith 1 And we
venture ta assent that as aur theological
sehools follow this course the more of spirit-
ual power they will fiud lu the aId croeds
whicb were forged ont amidst tire and pain,
and the neaner will they appraach that
oneness of spirit sud of sun whicb will
basten the day when the disciples will ho
manifestly one, sud the wonld made ta
knaw that the Christ bas come.

JOHN BURTON.

OLB LUTTERS.

The lieuse xvas sillent, and the light
\Vas f;c(lillg fioi the WVesterni glow;

I reaal, tiîl tears liae diiid iry sighit,
Soule let tcrs writtuîI 1 .iig a,10.

Vfic vuices tliat, bave 1 )assed away,
The faces Chat haveý tnrned te meould,

Wecrourid me in the, roouil to day
Aiîjd laugihed and chatted as cf old.

The tlioughlts that youtli was %vont to thîiiik,
Thle hop)es nloi dead for ever muore,

Caine froin the linos cf faded ink
A-s ,sweet and eanîîest as of yore.

I laid the letters hy and dreamed
The dear dead pas't te life again

'Tle lîreselît and its purpoe seemed
Afading, visionj full of pain.

Thon, with a sudideln shout cf glee,
The children rau iet the rom,

Their little faces îvere to me
As sanrise in the Cloud cf gîccin.
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The world wsas fuill 4f iiicaingi still,
For love w i live th-ugli lco'ed onles die

1 turued upoix life's darkcned bill
And kloried in the înornhiig sky.

FREI)ERICK GEORGE SCOTT.
D-jýrtinonl ille, 1'. Q.

PARIS LEB lIER.

The Il Lamourette kiss " is a political
proverb that raises a smile wbeu reealled.
The worthy prelate after whomt the ephein.
eral good action is uamed, made lu Jaiy,
1792, sncb an angelie appeal ta the meni-
bers of the Assembly ta ceaie thein discords,
which were destroying tbe country, that
the Montagues and Capulets rushed into,
one'another's anms, embraced, and indulgedt
iu a Brother Peachuni mea culpa. Theý
rzterual friendsbip wassrealed at noon ; bef ore
the afternoon, the reconciled wene fiercer
enemies than ever. The experinient is pro-
posod ta ho tried, flot upon deputies, for
th@ loopard canuot change its spots, but
upon the nation at large. M. Michelin
wants a pacific first of May, where tbe
soldiers could fraternize witb the people,,
as the latter do ou l4tb July, with the
army. The Churchi formerly was blamed
for having a plethora of holidlays ; secular
ruIons will soou ho as culpable. The best
way for the lahor classes to observe May
day, is ta work, and have weii-earned wages,
in the pocket. The royalists demand that
the 8th of May, Joan of Arc's fete, be kept
as a national holiday. In France abstention
from. work on May day, is nat viewed as
seriaus.

The Timbu.-too disaster is likely ta be-
came very serious. That France cannat
rfceede froin a struggle with the Touaregs,
aud evacuate the Holy City, is admitted.
But what expenditure of blood and money
it wili cost ber, and the even-preseut pro-
spect of the fanaties of the Soudan nusbing
at ber. The flying columu massacred, in-
cluding its commander Colonel Bonnier
the cause of the rash dash at Timbuctoo,
who does not appear ta have kept a good
camp look-aut ; the soldiers were surpnised,
lu their bivouac-soou converted juta a
bivouac of the dead. Col. Bonnien hinîself.
is the out-growtb of the enratic colonial
policy of France, that bas no dlean aim and
no ca-ordination. Indeed, the colonial ad-
ministrallion of France is uow on its trial,,
and opinion might swing round aud decide
ta bave no more of it. Dissatisfaction is
felt that France is sa much behind England
iu these matters ; she bas ta depend on ber
practical neighbors for the earliest intelli-
,gence about ber own possessions-Sierra
Leone ta wit, and the Angle-Franco colli-
sions thene are displeasing and paluf nI.

As ta philanthropie societies lu France,
the cry is stili they came. Their very ex-
ceps ia bocoming a drawbaek, according ta
mantypersans. An Haspital-ilospice Sunday
is sadly wanted in France, and M. Casimir-
Perier, who proposes the. removal of ail the
evils in bis couutry by grand committees of
enquiry, would do weil ta constitute one to,
take up the subject of pnivate charitable as-
sociations, their number is legion and there
muet bo a great waste of good work power
and of reeeipts. One saciety bas just been,
ushened into existence ta deal with the
alarming gnowing evil of children beggars,
wbose parents or explaiters train the young-
sters ta salicit alnis, and adopt the '< profits
8haning " system. for relief. Every member
of the saciety is bound ta give no alms ta
any beggan child, but ta obtain its addrers
and send that per postal card ta a district


