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ligion, and 8o the expediency of giving the
fullest opportunity for the development of
the religious faculty, and the play of re-
ligious agencies and influences. Thoughttul
citizens of Toronto will do well to follow
out this train of thought to its legitimate
conclusion befcre voting for a Sunday car
gervice,

SPECIALIZATION IN EDUCATION.

Dr. W. R. Harper, President of the
University of Chicago, is reported as having
said, in a recent addr¢ss at Chautauqua, that
he stood ready to assume responsibility for
the statement that as many men have been
injured as have been helped by college train-
ing, and that the cause of the injury in nine
cases out of ten has been the inflexible
routine of the college curriculum. He went
on to propose his remedy as follows :

* How much better it would be if one
institution devoted its strength and energy
to the development of history and politics,
another to the development of the biological
sciences, another to throwing allits effirts
into the great field of electricity. As it is, a
tenth-rate college in a remote locality an-
nounces courses in every department of
human knowledge, and students are compel-
led in melf-defence to dabble in evcrything,
rather than do work in a few things.”

Dr. Harper’s proposal is but the carry-
ing to its extreme and perhaps logical result
of an idea and & practice which have been
for some time past cteadily gaining ground

in educational circles. Before subscribing

to his view we should wish to ask a good
many questions, and to have a good nrany
points made clear by careful definition.
The first and most fundaniental inquiry
would be one touching the stage in the edu-
cational process at which these specialized
institutions would begin their work. Every
one who has had much to do with the work
of higher education knows well that the frst,
the most important, we had almost said the
largert, part of the educational process is
that which concerns ittelf with teaching the
student how to use his tools, or, to use a
form of expression which better suits the
ides, to train him in the use of his powers,
The length of time required for this purpose
varies greatly with individuals and can no
doubt be greatly shoitened by the use of
better methods in the preparatory schools,
It is, in fact, a process whioch should be com-
menced in early childhood and carried on
through all the years of primary, intermedi.
ate and high achool life. But with our
homes and schools as they are and child
education a8 it is, it is doubttul whether in
the majority of cases the point can be said
to have been fairly reached much before the
period at which the ordinary undergraduate
college course usually ends. If Dr. Harper's
mesaning is that the specialized courses in an
institution equipped for the teaching of the
particular subject or class of subjeots for
which the tastes and abilities of the indivi-
dual student have been found to be beat
adapted, should be entered upon only after
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such preparation, we might readily agree
with him ag to the great benefity to be de-
rived from such specialization, But this
makes the quettion one rather of prepara-
tion for specific life-work than of the bestow-
ment of that broad culture which is
generally had in mind when we speak of
educational institutions and their work. It
Lecomes a question of professional training
rather than of an education proper.

If, on the other hand, Dr. Harper's idea
iz, and there seems good reason to suppose
that such it is, that this highly specialized
work in a class of institutions such as he
describes, shall be substituted for the kind
of work ordinarily done in the colleges of
the day, we should beg leave to demur,
There is, in fact, good reason to doubt
whether the tendency to specialization in
university courses has not already gone be-
yond tke limit of highest utility. Even
from the view point of success in a certain
line of work or investigation there can, we
think, be ne doubt that, other things being
equal, the chances are in favour of the man
of broad general culture as against him
whose whole attention has, almost from the
first, been directed in the line of his special
purauit.

This is, however, but a single phase of a
broad question. And just here will be felt
the necessity of agreeing upon some general
conception of the goal on which we should
keep our eyes constantly fixed as the true
end, or at leatt the chief end, of an educa-
tional course. This end should surely be
something broader than mere expert quali-
fication in some special line of work. Tt
should be higher than financial sucoess cr
even high achievement in a narrow field of
acientific investigation. Every day’s obser-
vation shows that it is aot only possible but
easy for one to ‘ make his mark,” so to
speak, in some narrow range of study or
experimentation and yct be lamentably defi-
cient in the broad general culture and
diversified intelligence which ought surely
to mark the educated man. One of the
highest uses of university educationshould be
to furnish its possessors with a certain wide
range of intellectual interests, philosophic,
literary, and scientific, not to add artistic,
which should enable them to profit by each
other's society and to contribute to each
other's enjoyment, irrespeotive of specia-
lized tastes and pursuits. They should also
be prepsred to take an intelligent survey
of the world’s history, condition and
progress and to understand the bearings
of the greater questions which from time to
time come to the surface and agitate the
minds of its thinkers. Educated men should,
in short, be brought by virtue of their
mental development, into the enjoyment of
a common heritage of intellectual interests,
Their sympathies should be so broadened
that cash might be able at any time to adopt
the sentiment of the noble old Roman and
feel with him, “I am a man, and esteem



