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independent existence and put themseives to ail the. trouble and expense of
changing their location.

But we are far front thitiking that, because the. deiomninationai univer-

sities would bo benetited, the. University of Toronto would therefore be

injured. On the contrary, it is quite certain that it wvould gpin miuch andi

lose nothing, and even University Coilege, as distinguishied front the Uni-
versity, would gain far more tlîan it ivould losc, by hiiiîîg ant increased
number of colleges affiliated with itseif in the. salue uîîiversity, nggdin

a spirit of friendly rivalry ini doing the saine work.
Thte advantages of university confederatioil have heen freîjuently met

forth in these colunins and eisewhere. It is niot too mnuch to say that
many persons who had a litrong prejudice against tht. union have been w'on
to its support. It is clearly advantageous, for ex ample, that tiiere should

be a coîninion standard for th(- univer4ity dlegrees. lit the. înultipiicity of
tiniversities and of examinations it is hardiy possible to gain any clear notioni

of the educational value of B. A., M. A., or any other academical distinc-

tion. It would extund the. scope of the. txaîîîinations to have the. religious

priniciple clt.ariy recognized as optional in the. national university, without

making it conîpulsory on any candidlate for its degrees. Moreov er, it is

clear that the departinent of science couid lie more thoroughly equipped

if the resources of ail the. universities wpre uiiitt.d. Tliese and înany othier

considerations have been dwelt upori ait great leilgth on previons occasions,

aud are hiere sirnply noted, that tliety inay not lie forgotten or iciioreil.
Thte diîlicuhty of carrying out the. scîjenît. generally agre(A> uponl îy a

coMrniîson appointed by the. Governimient of Oiîtario spet.dily liecane

apparent. Wle wish tO recogîlize the. value of the. work dont. îy that coin-

mission, consistîng of soile miîliers of the. (ov.riiîinmt, and of tht. heada8

and leading nembers of the varions colleges aild universities. WVe thiiik

that their schieîne, aithougli susceptible of amîendaient, was in tht. main anl

excellent ont.. Tht. slight aiterations afterward suggst. by the. corpora-

tions of Victoria and Trinity mniglit have heen adopted in whoie or in part
without making any great difference to tht. generai theory of federatiomi.

Besides, it would have been quite easy to malie furtht.r changes whleiievt.r

any part of tht. fcheine iniight be fouîîd unsîmitalîle.

The. tirst check caille front the. Unîiversity of Q ceens ( olit.ge. ou the
whoie, we aru. iniciined to thiiîk tChat the. supporters of the. Kingston Uni-

versity wert. riglit iii tiîtir decisioiî to reiliain w1iert tiîty are. 'Ne are

aware tlîat miot a fow persoi, whose jiîdgmnent is of weiglit, are of a dif-

foeont opinion. When, however, we consider tht. distance betwet.n Toronto

and Kingston, the excellent university buildlings possessed b>' Quet.n's Coi-
loge, the claimîî whîch the. city of Kinîgston na>' he said to hlave upon the.
universit>', tht. fact thiat it draws jts alurni, in> a considerable ineasure-,
front its own aide of the. Province, ai further, the. large amnount of pros-

perity whichi it actuailly tnjoys, it iiouat hi> conf.sed that it wouid ho difli-

cuit to prove Chîat it was a duty te, reinove suchi ant institution, ami thamt

thosie who (lid 8o wouid umlrtakeý al ver>' grave ro4peîisibiiity.

Tht. case of Victoria and Trinitv was in various reýsp(ets ditbrîît.

(Jobourg lias niot the. saine claiimîs Chat lCimston poss'-sses. Trinity is

already in the. saine city as tht. Uni versity. Ilu tht. forimier case- thiere

appears to ho a considerabie diversity of opinion ainoiig the, lt.adiiîg mein
of the Methodist body. Lt woîîid ho useless to foliow hure tht. arguments
adduced on both suies. As a general ride, the. opponents of federation
seern to regard tht. subject front a mierci>' denoiîîînational point of vic.w.
Tite advocates of union appear to have broader conceptions of their duty
to the. country and tht. cause of education at large. Ainong tht. friends of
Trinity College tlîere is also sonie îack of unit>', several of its oid and
devoted supporters boing veheiiîtntly opi)osed to the seimeimit. it rua>', how-
ever, bu 8aid that aînong tht. iniers of the corporation, ami those who
are nîost intiniatel>' acquaiuite1 with tht. working of tht. institution, there
is a decided feeling in favour of union.

Tht. final difficulty is the inoney question. Neither Trinity nor Victoria
can afford, or would think it righit, to sacrifice tht. capital ivse ncl

lege and universit>' buildings. lJnlesssomlecomipensation could be obtaine>d
for this, outlay, or the buildings were sold to th )se who could niake use
of thein and flot merely have to pull them down, the loss would bo consider-
able. Is the. Government, is tht. country, prepared to meet that loss-to
compensate these two universities for tht. sacrifices the>' would be called
upon to make in moving their quarters 1 This would appear to ho the
present state of tht. question.

Full credit must be given to Mr. Mowat, the Premier of Ontario, and
Mr. Ross, tht. Minister of Education, for the reai and deep interest which
they have manifested in the matter since it was first takeon up. Their

numerous and pressing duties in other departments have not hindered them

front seeing that the future interests of education in this country are, in

no sumali degree, involved in the solution of this question. To have one

g"reat University' in Toronto, with its cluster of colie'o's arouiid it-a cluster
iiîcr(.aaîngr front age to age (,,-ouidl h ant iicoîiceivaluie gain to tht. cause
of higher education. Ne igh-lt hope to set. tht. advaîitagt.s of the. English
uîîîversities on tht. oile side, ami Chiose of the Scotch and German on the.
otiier aide, to soiîît extenit comibiit.d. It was evident that Mr. Ross at
lt.ast had a very clean vision of the. granideur of the conoeption, and was
thioroughly iii earniest in wisiinci to set. it rt.alized. At ont. tine lie spoke
witlî tht. ardent hiope that secmnt.d hiegotten b>' uîuloulting faith. lis faith

lias liot failt.d, we ia>' be sure; blut hope is iii danger of beiîîg quonched

1»' the. lukt.warinut.ess of feilow-counsellona. It is obvions to reînlark that

the. tovernmnient cari do îiothing unless the. country is, favourable to the.
outla>' ; Chat is te say, uiil.i.ss then counîtry cani ho got to sec the importance

of the. schleint.. CNie hat us nliit.vvd, thon uà will also lie seen that no

pîublic inity lias ever heven expondcd iîoi e protitab>' Chan thiat whichi is
invt.sted in perfecciiîg the. vîduîatiuiîal sys1l.,iî of tht. counîtry.

A ver>' few words înay lw gîx en to that aspect of the suhijeet which will
iiiost neadil>' uccur to tue( supporte-rs of tue various institutions whlîi woubd

coule iiito tht. coiift.deratioii. 'lerc is5 io ,,rund Chiat wt. ean discern for

the. supposition tChat suclh ant unioni would act iiîjuriously upon any of tht.
collet.s. Each wouid retain ils owii internii oriîizationi and discipline.

Victoria ( oiit.ge wuuld lb' as iîcl a lVIethodist institution wht.nl it was

part of tuec Uîîiv.sity of Tioronto as it i4 iiow. Trinit>' Coliege would have

its chapel, its servicos, it iiiitySho precisel>' as it lias now. No

Goveriiineiît wouild lia t. a>' moiet poev(ýr te iiîttrfere wim h tht. constitution or

tht. initernialiiîmaeîe of tiiese inistitutionsa thaii it lias îît tht. present

lmo<iimnt.
I t wouid alpean, thivrefore, tluît tht. oui>' thiiîg iit.tded to bring about

tht. commpietiemi of the. xork of fcederat ioîî is a grîiit of pulîlit mont.>'. t is

great>' te hie hopv.d thiat titis xviii le olîtaiied hiefoni, the. ditrlculty is

i bcr ysdh> fuîrthler ex peli t ure mpeii tChe hrese ut bu1ildinîgs. C.

El'~saimi ini ci îîm ess caiini tiis fresh M a>' iion,
Il igli up) iii soariiig ecstas>' tlîî hark,
A i ui yen m su>>ck of pîu s inmg iii eludy,
flîioîs ail tht. azure vauit xvith raipturexîs trîlis,
Thick warblied ilortuiiseatiOns4 of sweet soliiîd,
Andu pours luslitti' buiong iiîto ion"
As if tht. sutier uba> wî.i. stibi tee short
.For ail li lias to sing. Now, upward yet,
W i mi j oyeus b oulims, hie miloi uts ait(] iii uili ts on wxmîgs

Ofroc ki sa fris iloin, tiil i ieighî t diiuis iî is notes
'l'O ii I i sîîftmi t's, amni tht. l izzi bine1ium
Ahîsenhs lus fîînmî inii bghit, bike soi rapt spirit
\Viih livaveiî hiiies froiîi tarti. li 1 irîs tii( u,
\Vlio madîie chis wurlul se lfair, lus life su gi.î>,
ibis .1luliei rimigas. F"i ri, taîlîli', lie
Lvauis ui) the, iiaîy-vu>io-d choiir if ear hi,
\Vienî' siîn'îîs t hît sappitirv seiîîiiac oif tue linn*
Witl I)Setimii imîviiam îmy o>f cheerfuilbauds

t) uemîe hiefoîi iblis prosence witii a so>ig
Se Le ve's ful il ieart tupoii ai iiirui li ku tiiis,
Imîîpatîiit oif iow liglîts amnd tard>' straimis,
Seeks largu.r utteramice thai ii'me words4 cai gi vu,
.A.iu flimîgs tunîbtuoîis somîg far imît< heaven.

A.Smii 1>AI,Miu. 7'lu Specilor.

SOCIAL CL U3ŽS ANDI FORE EPYN LITE'RA TURE.

ToiIONTO, citiîen front its educatiomîal aglvamiit,îges or i ta large profess1ioiab
eleimieuits, nay bu regarded as the inteblectual conître of tht. Domîinion.

Circumustances have rnmdcred Montreai comjmercial, Ottawa political aîîd

viceregal, Kingtomn miitar>', I miito miiusical, and Toronto inteblectual*
It is not geiitraiiy kmîowi thiat the. fair sex, aixntated with a laud.

aile desire for mienital iuiprovemtint, have aulded thîeir quota to tht. diffus.

siouî of knowledgt. 1» tht. creatiomi of a Reaing Club>, a Germnan Club, and

a Frenîch Club. Tht. consatitutionî or organizatimi of thiese clubs lias been

we believe, a much-vext.d question aînong thueii.
Precedence înust ho given to the. Readiîîg- Club on tuie gnound of age

and loîîgevity. It was carried on for several wimîters, amîd finabi>' abandoned
for want of a systelin antI a liend. This club îlealt natural>' with litera-

tunre-Englisîtl, isot foroign. A certain poet or autlior having been sebectod
b>' the lady at wlîose house the meeting was to bu hield, she requested
four or five members of tht. club to give readings front his works which she
either named or lef t to their individual selection ; in the latter case, she
was notified of their choice, to preveîît repetition and arrange a programme.

*Ezekiel L. 26.
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