Bankers’ Bond Building, Toronto = -

THE sky seraper, with its rows of office win-
dows, must necessarily have a commercial
appearance, a large earning capacity and num-
erous tenants. It is often relieved by columns
on the lower storeys, and an ornate cornice on
the upper, yet it is impossible to give it the
refinement and dignity of lower and more monu-
mental buildings, so much
so that ‘many leading
financial institutions have
restricted the height of
their buildings, preferring
something incorporating
one of the Orders with the
accommodation limited to
their own requirements.

Such is the new home of
the Bankers Bond Com-
pany at 60 King Street
West, Toronto. The prob-
lem of produecing on a 33-
foot city frontage a finan-
cial facade of a dignified
and enduring character,
has been solved by a
worthy copy of the Iirech-
theium at Athens, one of
the most refined and com-
plete of the Greek Tonic
temples.

The architect, J. A. Mac-
Kenzie, of Toronto, has
studiously reproduced m
Indiana - limestone and
bronze, some of the grace
and rich carvings of this
Grecian prototype, the
sculptured ornament in
particular being excellent-
ly done. '

All work was executed
from full size details and
shaded studies of orna-
ment. The shafts of the
columns were turned and
fluted at the Bedford quar-

numerous rosettes, is erowned with a cyma recte
moulding richly carved in Greek honeysuckles,
making- a rich, but dignified entrance.

The very refined cornice is entirely without
brackets or medallions. The crowning number
is executed in the Greek Acanthus leaf and
rosette, but perhaps the most charming point

ries, and have a most deli-
cate and graceful entasis
from base to capital. The
turned bases are enriched with a carved Guil-
loche member, while the Ionic capitals with
their intricate volutes and honeysuckle orna-
ment on the necking, are exceedingly rich and
beautifully carved. The fine and precise fret
ornament on the window sills is in perfect scale
with the double sinkings of the volutes of the
capitals, while Grecian egg and tongues replaces
the egg and darts of the Roman orders.

The doorway, with its carved architrave and
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of the whole design is the proportion of the
entablature to the slender columns. The mass
and slope of the pediment are just right for the
supports, the inter-columnation and mass of
the Erechtheium being closely followed. Square
headed openings and a predominance of vertical
lines in bronze windows harmonize perfectly
with the narrow interspaces befween the col-
umns.

The entrance hall and stairway to the second
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