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THE TRADES. UNOH CONGRESS,
SHEFFIZLD.

FIRST DAY.

" The Congress of representatives of trades
unions commenoed its sittings at the Tan-
perance Hall, Shefiicld, on Monday Jan.
12th. The Congress is ihe workingman’s
porliament, a parliament whers trade ques-
tions are discusyed.

Siree 11353, in which
year a Congress fivst assembled in London,
it ‘has been held in Afanchester, Rirming-
ham, Nottingham, and Leeds. Each year
has made it more powerful and influential,
until at last it has become one of the gyeat-
et associations in 1he kingdow. Nearly a
willion workingmen were divectly repro-
sented at this Congress ; and almost every
important trade organization sent its dele-
gate. The delegates numbered nearly two

- hundred.

The Congre:ss ¢ ssembled at voon, but it
was an hour later before any of the public
business was transacted. The time, how-
ever, was_not being wasted, for the Cre-
dentipl Committce wore very busy in ex-
amining the credentials of the delegates,
.ametter upun which they were very parti-
‘eular. At one o'dlock, MMr. Alexander
McDopald, chaitinan of the Parlismentary
gommitic®, announced that he would oe-
gsupy the chaic uutil the Congress Lad
elected its own president.  He then ofiercd
a few rewmarks, important in themsclves ag
showing what thiuking unionists thiuk of
trades unions, The tiwe, lLic said, was
passed whon it wes necessary to defena
trade unions. They were seli-cvident in-
stitutions, institutions which weve recoy-
pized by law, and which had prowed then-
selves worthy of suppors and contidenee,
Me expressed a hope that wany of thi
.grievances under which workingmen now
labored would soon be remedied ;
being sq,-he advised they should turn theic
'\.ttentlon to “fresh scenes and pastures

He recommended that they should

ascertain and declare what were the voca-
tions of trades unions, aud with this object
in view he offered a prize of £20, to be in-
.creased to £30 if the adjudicators thought
-well, for an essny on *“Lhe Vocation of
Trades Unions ; their relation vo trade, and
‘their moral benefit to the members of such
socicties.”  Several reusons, he ssid, in-
duged him to make this offer. He denied
that trade and political ecomomy were

" mysteries which ‘the working class could
not fathom. At all events, they intended
to endeavor to fathom them. Workingmen,
ha.suid, had often buen deluded by “these
su-called mysteries, whilst employers had
‘put into their pockats a larger share of the
protits of labor than they wers entitled to.
- Besides that, they had given conditions to
1abor which were not fit for it—unhealthy
fuctories, inhospitable workshops, fiery
mines, wretched tenements for the agricul-
tural laborers, and rotten ships for their
sailors. He arzued it was time working-
men shoild take up the question of sam-
tary laws, and contended that they were
_the only persons who could successfully
" .deal with it, (Applause.)

Mr. William Rolley, President of the

Sheftield Trades’ Couneil, was elected Pre-

asident, and Mr, Alfred Builey, of Preston,
. Vieé-President.

THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

prosented an able and exhaustive report,

-touching. upon - such’ subjects as the

Criminal Law Amendment Act, the Laws

" .of Conspiracy,  the Trades Union Act of

" 1871, the Juries Bill of 1878, the Cowpen-
sauon to Workiuen Bitly the Federation of
]muplby ers, and wm,ludud with announcing
the following Pd.rlmmcutm y pProgranuue
for 1874.

1 R(.peﬂ of the Cummal Law -Amend-
ment Act.

2. Alteration of the Master and Servant

Act, 80 that brench. of conwract snall not be
a- criminal offence. :

3. Altoration’of the'Law of Conspiracy
in ac¢cordunce with' the Bill introduced lust
_ -session by the present Solicitor-(ieneral.

4. 'Reconstruction of the Swall Ponaliies

Toa

“and that

Act, on the principle that imprisonment
7| should only be used as a method of enfore-
g payment after failure of all other means,
and as a last resort,

~ B. Consideration of Parlinment of the
important constitutional question of what
limit should be placed upon tho smmary
jurisdiction of magistrates, which deprives
citizens of the right of trial by jury.

G. Eaquiry by a Royal Comunission as to
the state of the laws and procedure relating
to stunmary jurisdiction ; ag to the way in
which the law has beén administered by
quakified and unqualified magistrates ; and

‘al30 as to the mode of their appointment

and removal. )

7. Reduction of the gnalification of jury-
men, to admit workmen to diacharge the
civie duties of jurymen.

8. Alteration of the lnw 5o that workmen
ot their familics may be able to- sue ¢m-
ployers in the event of injury or death from
accidents due to negligence.

9. A factory Nine Hours® Bill for women
and children.

10. An Act to prevent Truck by making
compulsory weekly payments to workinen
in the carrent coin of the realm.

11, An Act for the better {protection of
seamen’s lives by preventing the sending
of 11]-found, and unseaworthy vesscls to
3Ca. .

SECOND DAY,

Lhe delegates resumed their sitting at
the Tewperance Hall, Tuesday morning.
Mr, W. Rolley occupied the chair, when
most of the delegates were present. Mr.
Mandella M. P., Mr. Goldwin Smith, Mr.
H. Cvompton, Mr. ¥. Harrison, and Mr.
Llord Jones entered the hall, and were re-
ceived wiih loud cheers,

The Seerctary read the minutes of the
morning's proceedings, and they were con-
firmed.

THE CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS,

The chairman said they would allow him
to say in the first place, 4s one of the Shef-
field representatives, that in the name of
the Shetlicld trades, he wished them wel-
come. The town of Sheflield had been in
the memory of uniouism and union wen
for periods before his existence. He hoped
the Sheflield trades as well as other trades
were rising in tlfe scale of morzal rectitude,
and on the strength of the principles which
bouud unions together. (Cheers.) One
thing had occurred to him as worthy of ob-,
servation, and it was the purpose for which,
from time to time, their congress meectings
wete held.  One purpose they had in view
was the furtheranco of that most blessed
of all principles—that of the common
brotherhood. If lie understood the princi-

ples of unionism rightly they did away, to

a very great extent, with that sclfishness
which was peculiar to their race. Their
unions brought to their consideration and
to their hearts feclings of brotherhood,
feolings of consideration, and feelings of
respect in all the relationships of life.
Thevefore, when they assembled together
after the manner of this week, there must
of necessity be, as the object and the re-
sult of such meetings as that, a better state

of feclings engendered, and a stronger bond |

of brotherhood and wnion forped. (Cheers.)
Another feature in connoction with their
asscmbling together, was to discover the

| weak points of their organizations, and he

could not conceive 4 more likely thing for
the discovery of -such weakness than the
bringing of men together who had to do
with great concerns of unionism the king-
dom over. By their mecting and compar-
ing their thought thoy were able to find out
a better way of procedure for the future ;
they could go away better men’ in every
sonse of the word to do the battles of life
they, had to fight. (Chcers.) They had
also to rectify all the wrengs under which
they, as workingmen, groaned. It has
been stated that thoir parlismentary as-
semblage had become as grent a consider-
ation in some respects at least as the as-
sombly of the House of Commons or the
House of Lords., (Cheers.) Why should
not that be su! Thoy gathered together
hero and at other places every ycar, and i

they represont far more than some of the
M.P.’sin Parliament. They met to de-
liberate for tho welfare of those whom
they represented, and for the rectification
of the wrongs which had bound them down
in serfdom for years. 'They strove by the
powers of mind they possessed—and if
their inteilects were not of the brightest, it
was perhaps nog altogother their own fault
—to rectify those wrongs, and to dQevise
means for tho lightening of the burdens
which pressed so heavily upon their race,
and they enmaged in these struggles fear-
lessly, and with the sole object of doing
what was right. (Cheers.) ‘Ihey had in
the standing orders and in the list of sub-
jocts for thohr consideration during the a-
sembly, questions of wvast imporiance.
Legislation wonld come ander their con-
sideration, and whatever men may sny
about politics they had become a great
power of opprUss ion, :md they fonnd, even
in their midst, men like themselves ‘treated
as the worst of men, men hm.- themselves
in the sight of the law were held to be
guilty, and he said that if - ¢ administra-
tors of the law were consiscent with the
law itself they must arrest every trades
union feader in England and put him under
lock and key, becanse of the provisions of
the Criminal Law Amendment Act. If
they were held to be guilty for over-beseeeh-
ing and over-persuading their fellows, and
he asked what in the name of heaven was
the business of any trades wnion leader if
not to persuade his fellows to be trae to
the principles of unionisin—uvhen ia the
sight of the law thoy were verily held to be
guilty and treated as such. The Govern-
ment and the country knew that the comn-
mitteo elected by the working men’s con-
gress had power—but in hjs judgment that
power might Lo very greidly increased. In
the first place, it.might be . mg:;e'z.sed by a
stronger federation amongst themselves,
and by making the commit{.ee & direct con-
necting link of the tradeg-unions of the
country, instead-of being!-simply tho.con-
necting link from Congress to Congress, as
they were at present. What should hinder
that Congress from making the Parliamen-

tary Committee the direct representatives

of all the trades unions throughout the
country ? His idea with :efex ence to that
subject was, that tho P-ulm.mentary Com-
mittee, by direct contribution from the

trades composing the Congress, shonld

-constantly keep counected with those
‘trades. As it was, they had no direct
communication . with any trade.  They

were simply appointed by one Jongress,
and waited until the next Congress came
round, doing the work of Parliament in
reference to legislation throughout the year.
How much better it would be if all the
delegates of the Conyress, and the members
represented by those delegates, would so
incrcase tho funds of the Parliamentary
Commiittce~he cared not how small the con-
tribution was—and give them such a direct
connection with the trades they represented.
They would then possess a hundreedfold
more power in the Housc of Commons than
they did now. TLetthem strive in whatever
way they could, to increase the power of
those who vepresented them at the seat of
power. Theg wight also conduce to that
abject” by sending as many workinginen
vepresentatives to Parliatient at the next
general election as thoy possibly could.

There were uany men in thef ranks, and
if those men got intv the Hm\se of Commons
with'a direct reprcsentatlpn of the working
clags interest, the House of Cominons
would so alter in the £ memg of its laws in
reference to class legislation,. that they
would not exist loug, but’ would be swept
away from the astatute book of onr land,
(Chieers,) There were, as titey had alroady
intimated, Acts of Parlinment which they
called clnss legislation, and they must never
rest until those Acts wero rcwmoved. o
was sorry to sce that the press, either from |
its-sources of information or from its inher-

ent dislike to their organization,; sometimes :
fearfully misreported theip.  Last Saturday |
in one of the local papers, he read in tho
Sheftield trade report, mtrefercnco to tho;
strike nt the Atlas works of the stcel work-,

crs, 88 & reason why the masters wished ¢>
reduce the wages 10 per cent., that in con-
sequence of the exorbitant rate of wages
and the cost of material, they could no
longer compete with foxewn competitors,
Heo knew for 4 fact that the greatest nun.
ber of ;nen who were on strike had never
had au advance of wages during the whole
timo of good trade thut was past. How,
he asked in the faco of that fact, could such
statements be true? They heard on all
sides, that the depresslon of trade was but
the consequence of high- wages, and time
after timo had those statments heen repeat-
ed bythe highest authority of workingmen's
assacintions. They heard from the colliers’
representatives that they received nothing
liko a proportionato incrense of wawes to
the increase in tho price of conl, and if the
colliers were not getting it, who amongst
the workingmen were ! The statement was
false that workingmen’s wages had beon
raised in proportion to the sale of the
wmanufactured goods theyx worked. Their
course must be forward. They had wmet to
deliberate as to the future, and he did not
forget the musters’ federation which had
boen avranged dnring the past year. They
muss, if possible, make thewmselves doubly |y
strony in order that the grand issues which
they had at heart might be crowned with
success,  (Cheors.) Sometimes it was de-
Iayed, sometimes it was held back by the
panderer and time-server who lived with
them ; bat let their niottd be forward until
every obstacle be removed ; let their motto
bhe onward wmtil every shackle be broken
offi et the voice of their congress be
clear and distinct, and the actton of all
theiv trades unions at the general clection
be decisive, that the warld should kaow
that they had rights which they intended
6 maintpin ; that the woild should know
that workingmon were no longer to be
trodden beneath tho foot of the oppressor.
He bid them God speed in all the delibera-
tions of the cougress, and he hoped’ at the
eud of the week they wonld go forth to
their respective trades stronger men, with
stronger courage, and stronger snerve, and
never swerve from the path of duty and
right wlatever be in the way, That was
his ission; and that was what he wished
them in their  deliberations.  (Loud
cheers.) t

Ay, Halliday (Bolton) move:d a vote of
thauks to the chairman for his address.

After some rontine business, Mr. Henry
Crompton read a lengthy and able paper
on the National Federation' of Associated
BEmployers of Labor, which we shall take
the opportunity of re-producing in a future
issue. )

The reader of the paper was londly
cheered at intervals whilst reading - it, and
ut its conelusion, a vote of thanks was un-
animonsly accorded him, on thy motion of
of Mr. Macdonald, seconded by Mr, Kaue.

THE CRININAL TAW AMENDMENT avr,

The Chairman reported that he was inv
steucted by the Parliamentary Committes
to add the following semtence to the pro-
gramne (—* In conclusion, the committee
heg to submit the following progvamme of
Pacliamentary action for the scssion of
1874, (1st), the repeal of the Criminal
Law Amendment Act.” Ife - then invited
Mr, lundella to open the discussion on
this subject,

Mr. Mundella, M. P., who was reccived
with loud cheers, said he was unexpectéd-
ly called upon to speak to them as to the
course in the past of their Parliamentary
Commiitee ; and for himself and those who
were associated with them in Parliament,
with reference to the®Criminal Law
Awendment Act. They knew how this act
grew ap.  Thoy knew out of the Trades
Comulission came certain recommendations
| fromthe commissioners, especially from the
D very wise minority of the Conunission—
 one of he most eminent of whom, Mr.
* Frederick Harrison, was now on the plaé-
| form: (Cheers,) It showed very clearly
; the necessity for the alteration of the old
law of George IV. They all know how
tfcic funds were no® proteeted, and how

the men accused of dishonest action escap-

cd by plndlr g that the funds were intend- L

for traded union purposes. (Hear, hedr.)
He had the ple'v.sure on his entrance into
Parliament, in connection with Mr. Thos.
Hughes, to introduce ' a Bill which would
have fairly met the whole case. (}:Iggr,
hear.) That Bill did not pnss in the first
session of Parliament, on account of the
large amecunt of, not so much overt as of
covert hostility—a something. which they
could all feel, but which they could not
describe.  (Hear, hear.) They wsuceceded
in passing & temporary measuro which gave
protection for one year to the funds of the
union. The next year the Government,
introduced its own Bill, and he must say
that in doing so they acted upon tho ad-
vice of gentlemen who were as sincere
friends of trades unionists as any oi those
on the platform. The gentleman who drew
the Bill wished to be eminently fair.” He
wished to say that for them. The Bill
passed through the House of Commons,
but when it got into the Lords i% under-
went certain chanzes, whichintensified the
worst clauses of that Aet. (Hoar, hear.)
He said ot the time when these Lords
anendwments. weore introduced, what exper-
icnce had amply proved, that the result of
the intraduction of those amendmentc, and
the rejection of certainy clauses’ in the Act
wonld prodnce an mnount of hoart-burning
and agitation which woald necessitate fur-
ther changes in the measuze or its total re-
peal. (Cheers.) The results have leen
exactly what he foresaw.  They had had
convictions; dealing unly with lobor ques-
tions under that Act, which had streck not
o wmuch at unionists as at anybody who.
took any part whatever in sympathy with
cortain acts on the partof laboruiee In
proof of this statement, -he hystanced the .
case of women in Seuth Wales and Chip-
ping Norton. They were not trades union-
ists, but they naturally symn‘lnse«l with
their lusbands and brethers; and in the
action they took, th(?y did what was done
in all times of commotien, in all times of
excitement in election, they shouted their
Lapproval or disapproval of certain things.
Por this they were sent in a cart on u cold
night with children at their breasts to pri-
son. (Cries of “‘shame.”) An attemps
was made by their Parliamentary Comnnit-
tee, with the aid of Sir W. V., Hurcourr,
Sir H. Jemes and himself, to amend the
Act, and to put it on such a fooling that
the employers could not say that they were
repealing the Act, or abolishing the statnte
that was accomplishing such great things.
They met them in a very fair spirit; but
they would not hsten, and the result wat:
that -the present Solicitor-Gencral said,
“You will Lear of my Bill no more $ and
the next thing you wiil hear of wiil be the
total repeal of the Act.”  (Loud Cheers)
Last Session at tho request of the Parlia-
mentary Committee, he undertook the.in-
troduction of that Bill. He could assure
them 1ihat they were mnotso harven of
friends in the House of Commons tat he
had ‘any difficnlty to get names to paton
the back of the hill.  (Cheers.) }ia. diff-
culty was to sclect nawmes te put. on the
Lill. Ho declared to them that is: needed
no solicitation ; but he took tXe- names
that he thought camployers wonld not
object to—representative namvg;, and 2l
employers.  (Hear, hear.) Luaitthem mark
whiat he (id, and listen to tha.paragraphin
the employers’ memerial tp the Home
Sceretary, which Mr. Crowpion had becn
too modest to read. It aught to be read,
that they might kne w w@y. Mr, Crompton
had objected to  givey#ha. correspondence
with Mr. Jacksov. . Ihe paragrajh was—
¢ It appears the m: gm ohject of the promot-
ers of the existing mabube is to Jegaliso this
practice of picke Sugy, of facilitting the em-
plojment of splies, and to authorize tradea
uiioniats-to vm:mtu the machinery of in-
tumdutmu, o bo used against - the indus-
trious worlcing men; women, and childron. -
We 1“‘!“‘&0, What honest olject can such
a propir il have?”  He hopod bis Jife and
public, ‘character would defend him against
such /nnput.xtmns as that ; and the life and.
ch iracter of those with whom Le was ssso-
¢ mted ought to' have made thoso gentle-

[cox'm.vnrn oN hu.um cnwnng o



