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THE SITUATION.

Th . —
whige:e:mon of the Canadian Parliament
o th, Sed on Saturday, deserves credit
Iy o:slfatch with which it did its work.
the sta g list of bills passed, there is not one
:e 8 out conspicuously from the rest,
ntility. veral may prove of considerable
Dort&nee Xt session, work of great im-
Wil by :"ll fall to be done. The tariff
ite diro undergo a change, in the op-
Toyeq sinectm“ from that which it has
Daration fce 1878, Daring the recess, pre-
, for the. change has been promised.
lnii;)antion to abandon the
o Y ; but it is time to get back
&t firg szound on which that policy was
incg givelll.‘essedly founded, and which has
Sake, hn Place to Protection for its own
bas oply o bruth is, the National Policy
Mgeme : Pbossible standing ground : an
Qg be 0t of the customs duties, which
%8y o c_(’]l‘_"’ted in some form, in such a
“}annfact;ncldent&“y to favor Canadian
enta) % This is what is called in-
Alexgpg PrOtection, which even the late
e;MaCkenzie once, for a moment,
n' ll,e making a speech in Scot-
Cany, s: ile printing it in Canada. We
3 . (y; that Mr. Foster specifically
f°ea not g, 'eﬂect this return ; but, if he
Mtuﬁng i 1%, there ig danger to the manu-
€0 in Dlerests that the work will be

to obge e‘“‘ by others who are not bound
“Py such limit,
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Wel) 8 18 to serve ag g forest :a;rvl:n::
Selegteq fa Dational park. The territory
O Nipiear (I8 Purpose is in the Distriot
South of the river Matawan.
t;: Bo doubt a suitable one.
. rgen:!l‘ t;;::k, when a;;plied to
i R » necessarily mea

Wity igsntgt different from g ordins.Zy parl;:

'™ trees and well kept grounds.

0 gy ing,
The Selection
apg, S D8
Son, 8 of 1g

Practically the national park must remain
in a state of nature, if the fire-fiend can be
kept at bay; if not, nature will be defaced
by the blackened ruins of the forest.
Reasonable precautions against fire will of
course be observed. The forest reserve
will scarcely be absolute. Trees have their
birth and their term of life, and if left uncat
till they fall, they will encumber the ground
and obstruct the movements of pleasure
soekers over it. The double aim of the
reservation is good, and if it be not fully
realized the ideal sets a high standard
worthy of commendation.

Following the lines laid down by its own
commission on the Behring Sea territorial
limits, Russia proposes to Great Britain a
temporary arrangement by which British
sealers shall keep at & distance of ten miles
from the main land and thirty from the
geal islands, known as the Commander and
Robin Islands. This is the utmost extent
of the Russian claim, and it contrasts very
favorably with that made by the United
States. Hare is no pretence that the seals
which breed on Russian territory continue
at all times to be Russian property, no
matter how far they may travel from their
birth-place. At the time when Russia
makes this proposal, she is apparently suf-
fering exceptionally from a large influx of
foreign sealers, driven from the other side
of Behring Sea by American pretensions
and croisers, the Russian catch having de-
clined one-third in 1892, as compared with
the previous year. The negotiations on
the subject between Russia and Great
Britain are being conducted in an amicable
spirit, and it is not likely that there will
be any serious difficulty in coming to an
agreement.

Attention being called to the fact in
Parliament just before the Prorogation,
that Mr. Clark Wallace, Commissioner of
Customs, continued to be a member of a
commercial partnership which occasionally
imports goods, Mr. Wallace volunteered the
statement that he would withdraw from the
firm. There is no positive law forbidding
the union of the two positions, as there is
in the United States, but custom, it was
affirmed, here supplies the place of law.
Insome other particulars, the United States
are more stringent than we are. For in-
stance, no one who acts in the capacity of
counsel for a railway company which has
received aid from the Republic, can sit in
Congress, while with us no such restriction
has been imposed. In Canada, individual
members of railway corporations can, as
members of Parliament, vote for subsidies
in favor of such corporations. Criticism
has been made on such votes as long ago
as when the Grand Trunk was under con-
struction and two of the contractors had
seats in Parliament ; similar objections were
made in the late session in connection with
the case of Langevin, and so long a8 the
law remains a8 it is, similar individual acts

under it may be looked for.

American courts are not without power
to restrain the carrying out of conspiracies
to prevent one railway (company receiving
freight from another. Judge Taft has just
delivered a long - judgment in the case of

the Toledo, Ann Arbor and North Michigan
Railway Co. ». the Pennsylvania R. R.
Company, and Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern Railway Company, ¢t al. By the
Inter-State Commerce Act, a railway com-
pany as a common carrier is obliged to
receive freight from another railway com-
pany, and to deal with it without unreason-
able preference or prejudice ; and what the
companies are bound to, so are their offi-
cers and servants, who enter the service on
the implied condition that they will not
neglect their duties or conspire to desert
their employment. A perpetual injunction
has been issued against Chief Arthur to
refrain from ordering the locomotive engi-
neers to act, in these particulars, contrary
to their duty. In this procedure Judge
Taft says there is nothing new. The rale
is in such cases to require the offerding
railway employees to appear and show
cause why they should not be attached for
contempt. Under this ruling Lennon, a
locomotive engineer, has been fined $50
and costr. This is the first case that has
been brought under the Inter.-state Com-
merce Law. The importance of this de-.
cision and another to the same effect by
Judge Ricks, will be seen in connection
with the threatened strike of the locomo-
tive engineers during the Columbian Exhi-
bition, where danger to the safety of human
life as well as property will form an
element.

M. Mercier's prescription for preserving
the separate nationality of the French Cana-
dians is to throw them into the great melt-
ing pot of the United States, in which he
admits their race in Louisiana has disap-
peared. But he foretells a differentfate for
his cowpatriots ; he assures them that they
will come out of the fiery furnace untouched
by the burning, and will thereafter be
strengthened by contact with kindred spirits
in the Republic. This dream was dreamed
by M. Mercier after thinking day and night
for weeks on the best means of rehabilita-
ting the discarded Premier of Quebec, and
he repeats it in his waking hours.

A more reasonable interpretation of the
Alien Labor Law of the United States than
it has received in . the past, has been made
by Mr. J.J. Low, Castoms collector at the
Suspension Bridge. To these collectors
power has been given to adjust labor diffi-
culties arising under the law. Mr. Low
takes the ground, no doubt correctly, that
the law was intended only to bar out emi-
grants with whom a contract for labor had
been made in a foreign country, and does
not apply to foreigners who go into the
United States without any such engage-
ment ; and as he is acting, in this decision,
ander the advice of Mr. Secretary Carlisle,
we may expect to see the rule applied
generally, and that the violent straining
which the law has received in the past will
not be repeated. If a contract could not be
made with a foreign emigrant in the{United
States, the stream of emigration to that
country would have to cease at once, as the
hundreds and thousands who go in to add
to the population of the Republic every
year would be able to get neither employ-
ment nor bread. The question now is
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