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Uipper Canada, afterwards the Province of Ontario, culminating
,ii the laws under which we are now governcd, wvas for the purpose
of affording protection to the individual and the comnunity froin
um;killed, ignorant medical practitioners and quacks, by whom
Élie country was overrun at an-early period in the hiýtory of the
Province. So inuch was this the case that there was a public out-
rery and dcinand for proteetive legisiation. To substantiate thcsc
statemcnts, rnay I subrnit the following:

"The Medical Profession in Upper Canada, Canniff, p. 26-
Extract fromn an articlc contrihutcd by thc late Bishop Strach4an,
1812:

''The Province is overriii with self-made physicians who liave no0 pre-
tensions to kçnowledge of any kind, and yet there is no profession that re-
quires more extensive information. They coniprchiend not thut causes or
nature of disease, are totally ignmoranit of inatoiny, chernistry and botany;
Many know aloting of elassicni learning or general science. Where shall
you flnd one among them. attending particularly to the age, constitution
Knd circumstances of the patient, and x nrying bis prescriptions accordingly.
lit is indeed preposteroLis to exj)eut jtndgî-nent ando skill, a nice discrimination
of diseases, or a proper înethod of cure froin inca wlio bave never been
regularly taoght, who eannot pronotince, mciless explain, the ternis of
the ai t they profess, andi w.ho arîe inialle to read1 the biooks written up1)01
the subject. The welfare of the people rails a]ond for some legishative pro-
vision thiat shahl reinedy thiis increasing e\ il; and exainîjation, liowever
sliglit, wovnnd terrifv aiie-tenths oft he ip esent race.1

A type of practitioner ýoininonjlv fonnd] at thl.is period is excmjîhifled by
the followiaîr extracts:

'-' Richrnond, October 17, 1.817-Advertisement-This is to certify that I,
Solomon Albert, is Good to cure anv soie, or any Complaint or aîîy Pains,
Rheumaticks Pains, or any Complaint what so ever the subseriber doctors
with Yerbs or' Roots. AnY person wishing to eniploy hîini will find him at
Dickç Bells. (Signed) Solomion Albert.

Page 28 ' That illiterate and iîicoînipetent persoils fouild tbieir wav
into Upper Canada diirimig the Ii'st fifteen vears of thjis centiiry inay b-e
gatlîered from letters wbich appeared in the Kinmgston Gazette. Ia tbe
Gazette of Jane 2nd, 1812, is a letter from Gananoque, signed 'Candidus,'
giving n eopy of an aceoint sent to Mrs. John Gould l)y a 'self-taugbt
physician of tbîis prov.inîce'- 'Tht' estate of Afrs. J. Gotildl Dr. To dr. for
nedsii an([ attenldants whcmîe lie w.as ofiokcd w itil a large pens of b)utter

no0 nient £3. A second letter, signcd 'Credulus' refers to 'certain inedical
gentlemien whio bave out of p>iire ebiality conie into tlîis country fron the
ileigbibouîriîî States to cille lis of ail oiir maladies.' Thcy do îlot ose opium,
ùr calomel, huit cblarms. Hoe giv~es ail aeount of the treataient of n tumiour
bv,, str-o ing ani using certain. words to driv.e away 'the devil 's; sweiiing.'
A tlirl, letter is about a shoemnaker who went wliere unknown to practise
and wbio bcing called to sec n, case of dropsy pronounced it pleurisy, and
dec'laied tlînt ' flgottoîny ' wals dleinanded to reduce the body to naturni
size; tint on beiîig exposed tooik a iinsty departure.

''A. fouîrth ]eêtter refers to n bill sent in bv n doctor, withi a deduction
of £6) for 'killing your so1.' This was becaiise the doctor biait earricd the
sniahipox ta tbe son, who died of it.

l'The following is an indication tbat ýat Kingstonî in 1815 the more
initelligent pnibhic saw the nevessity of protec-tion against incomipetent men.
The KingÏston Gozettè contains the~ following-


