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;en. and to myself, in the relation that [ sustain

to it, 1 hope that vou will insert a tew passages

troms the remarks appended o this note, hwoled, .

-+ Question of Religious Instruetion, in connection

with our system ot Pubitic Instruction,” which ;

iorm the concluding section of my Annual School
Repo:t for 1851, lately laid before the Legislativel
Assembly, and now in press.

In this place, 1 shall only further add two
remarks. The one is,.—Thai, although you. i}ud
a few of the Clergy of your Charchi, write against
our Pubtic School Nystem, many of the Clergy of
the Church, and the ygreat budy ol its Laity, areas
active and patriotic promoters of it as there is in

Upper Cauada indirectly deriving at this moment
great benefit fram that'system. I do not believe
that even a considerable party can be fomentedin
the Church of Eaglaud iiself, much less ' the
country at large, agaiust our system of Public
8citovss.

My second remark is.—That if the School tax-
paying eicctors please, denominational Schools—
and no others—may, according to law, be estab-

lished in wvery City anit Town n Up’pet Canada, :

The .. clause ot the 24:h section of the School

Act sivesthe Board of School Trustees in eachof .
the oiauicipalities, unlimited power ¢ to deter-!
mine the nomber, sites, kind, and descriptions, of

Schools which shall he established in each such ;

City or Town. [1, therefore, the Board of
school Trustees in the City of Torontoe choose to
establish  Church  of England, l’rcsbylerian.
Methodist, Baptist, and othet denominatonal
Schinols, they can do so, as [ stated in the Appeudix
to my Aunual School Report for 1850, No. 17, p.
3u9.  The question is not, therefore,—as you
have represented it,—whether there may or may
ot be denominational Schools in each City and
Town in Upper Canada, but whether the Munici-
crpalities themselves shall judge and decide this
matter; or whether they shall be compeiled to Jo
as vou demad at the expense of thos: very muni-
cipal rights (or; as you advocate in to-day’s
Churchnan, * democrative rights”) guaranteed to
tiem by successive Acts of Parliwnent,
I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servaut,
E. Rveason,

Torento, 213t October, 1835:). -

The question of religious instruction ha< been
a topic of voluminous and earsest discussion
am-ng statesmen sod educationalists in both
Europe and America —has agituted wore than
one country on the continent of Earope—has

hitherto deprived England of a national system |

of education permitting to it nothing but & scries

of putty expedients in varying forns of govern- |

went grants to certaiv relizions denominations,
while the great mass of the labouring population
is unreached by a ray of intellectual light, and is
« perishing for lack of knowledge” amidst the
din of sccturian war about * relizious education”
and under the very shadows of the cathedral and
the chapel. If I have pot made this question
a prominent topic of rematrk in my annusl reports
itis not hecause | bave undervalued or over-
looked its importatnee.  In my fiest and preiimi-
nary ceport on a system of Public Elementary
Elucation for Upper Canada, | devated thirty
pages to the discussion of this subject, (pp. 22-
52.) and adduced the experience aud practice of
most educating countries in Eurepe und America
respecting it. In preparing the drast of the
school Jaw, I sought to place it .where it bad
heen placed by the authority of Government and
by the conseunt of all parties in Ireland—as a
matter ot regulation by a National Board, aud

with the guards which all have considered essen- !

tial. These regulations have beeu prepared and

duly sanctioned, and placed in the hands of all :

school autharities ; nor have I fiiled from time
to time 10 press their importance upon ull partjes
concerned. It is, bowever, worthy of remark
that in no ‘instances huve those parties who
have thought pryper to assail the schuol system,
and my self personaily, ou the question of
religious instruction, quoted a line from what I
have professedly writtea on the snbject, or from
the regulations which I have recommended,
while such parties have more than once pre-
tended 1o give my views by quoting passages
which were not at all written in reference to
this question, and which contained no expomtion
of my views on it.

As some prominence has been given to this
question during the year by individual writers,
and some vague statements and nations put forth
[ will otfer u few remarks on it in concluding
the report.

1. My first remark is the system of common
échoul instruction should like the legislsture
which has established, and the government that

administers it, be non sectarian and national.

It should be considered in a provincial
rather than a dencuninational point of view—in
reference to its bearing up the condition and is,-
terests of the coantry at large, nod not apon thase
of particslar relizgious perxuasions as distinet

frm public interests, or upon the iniercats of one

religious pereussion more than upon those of
another. And thus may be ohserved the dif-
irrence between a mere sectarian and a patriot—
between one who considers the institutions and
legislation and government of his country in a
fectatian - L, and another who regards them
in a patrintic spirit,  The one places his sect
ahove his country, aud supports or opposes
every public law or measure of government just
as it may or way nol promate the interests of
les owu scet irrespective of the public interests
and inrivalship with those of other sects, the

the other views the well being of his country -
as the great end to be proposed and parsued, and

the seets as among the inetrumentalitios triby-
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the extreme of viewing all religious persuscions

ss evils to be dreaded, and, as far as possible, :

proscribed ; but an enlizghtened and patrictic
spirit rather views them as holdiog and propo-
gatiag in comwmon the great principles of virtue
and morality, which forms the basis of the sufety
and happiness of saciety; and therefore as dis-

| tiuct ageacies more or less promotive of its in-

. terests—their very rivalship tending to stimulate

" to greater activity, and therefore, as a whole, |

: more beneficial than injurious. [ think a

. national system of pablic instructivn should be in

harmony with this naticual spirit.

] 2. I rewark again, that the system of public
Upper Canada: nor is there any other Church in | instruction should be in harmony with the viewsy

i and feelings of the great body of the people,
| especinlly of the detter educated clansses, |
" believe the number of persous in Uipper Canada
who would theoretically or practically exclude
Chbristisnity in sll its forms as an essential
elervent in the edncation of the conutry, is ex-
ceedingly small, and that more than nine-tenths

esscential and vital part of the education of their
offspring.  On this as well as on higher gronnds
Liay it down us a fundamental principle that |
religious ivstruction must from a part of the
education of the youth of our country, and that :
the religious iustroction must be given by the !
several religious gersuasions to their youth re-
spectively, There would be mo Christianity
amang us were it pot for the religious persuasions
since they, collectively, éonstitute the Christi-

anity of the country, and, separately, the several !
acencies by which Ctristisn doctrines aud wor-
aud wmorals are maintained and diffased
throughout the length and breadth of the land. -
If in the much that certain writers have eai:!
about and against sectarian teaching snd against .
sectarian bias in the education of youthit is mecant
to proscribe or ignore the religious teaching of .
youth by sects or religious persnasons ; theu is it, !
the theory, it not the design of such writers to

.
'

; breclude religious  truth altogether from  the

minds of the youth of the land, and thus prepare
the way of raising up a nation of infidels ! But
if, on the other hand, it be insisted, as it has breen '
by some, that as each religious persuasios is the
proper religious instructor of its own Yyouth, !
therefore each religious persuasion should have
its own elementary schools, and that thus denom-
v inationa] comuion schools should supersede our *
; present public coimmon schools, and the school
i fud be appropriated to the denominatious instead
| of to the municipalities; 1 remark that this theory
 is equally fallacious with the former, and is fraught
with consequences no less fatal to the interests of
i universal education than is th2 former theory to
the interests of all Christianity. The history of
! modern Eutope in general, and of England in
i partizul’ r. teaches us that when the clementary
| schools w.re in the hands of the Church, and the
| State pertormed no other oflice in regard to schools
! thun that of tax-assessor and tax-gatherer to the
i Church, the mass of the people were deplorably
| ignorant and, therefore, deplorably enslaved.  In
: Upper Canada, the establishment and support of
! denominational schools to meet the circumstances
. of cach religious persuasion would not only cost
: the people more that five-fold what tley have
" now to pay for school purposes, but w-u:!d leave
' the youth of minor religious persnas:ara, and a
: large portion of the poorer youth of tue country,
{ without any means of clucation upon terms
! within the pecuniary resources of their parents,
{ unleas as paupers, or at the expense of their
religious faith. )
| 8. But the establishment of demominatinnal
common schools for the purpose of denomina-
. tional religivus instruction itself is inexpedient.
The common schaols are not hnarding, but day
schools. The childern attending them reside
with their own parcnts, aud are within the
charge of sheir own pastors ; and therefore the
. oversight and duties of the parents and pastors
of children stiending the eommon echoois are
i not in the least suspeuded or iuterfered with,
‘The children zttendivg such schools can be with
the teacher only from 9 o’clock in the morning
“until 4 o’clock in the afternoon of five or six
i days in the werk-day and the whole of Sunday
they are with their parents or pastors ; and the |
. mornings, and evenlags, and Sabhath of each !
week, are the very portious of time which cone .
venivnce and usage and ecclesiastical laws .
. prescribe for religinus studies and instuction— -
1 portions of time during which pupils are ot and
. cannot he with: the tescher, but are and must be
. under the oversicht of their parents or pastor.
. And the constitution or order of discipline of
! each religious persuasion enjoins upan its pastors
aod members to teach the summary of religions
i fuith and practice required to be taught to chil.
dren of the members of each such persussion. |
- might here adduce what is enjoined by the Ro- |
man Catholic,and the several Protestant Church- |
es; but ss an example of what is required, in
some form or ur other, by the laws or rules of :
‘every religious persuasion, 1 will quote the 59th :
canon of the Church of Eugland,—which is as :
follows : i
‘“ Every Parson, Vicar, or Curate, upon every |
Sunday and Holy-day, before Evening Prayer,
shail, for half an hour or more, examine and in-
stract the youtn and ignorant persons in his
parish, in the Ten Commandments, the Articles
of the Belief, and the Lord’s Prayer ; and shall
diligently hear; instruct, and teach them the
Catechism, Fathers, mothers, misters and
mistresses, shall cause their children, ser-
vanls, and apprentices, which have not Jearned
the Catechism, to come to the Church at the
time appointed, abediently to hear, and to be
ordered by the Minister, ontil they have learned
the same. Aud if any Minsiter neglect his dury
herein, let bim be sharply reproved opon the
first complaist, aud trae noties thereaf picen o |

ot . . oy, e e L N R o .
Ty Bdved; bave Suue tJI Mo Bushopoor Dodiiary o GGv paces af, wbier ¢ Cousda Wesly ssuveinber s, 18vd

of the people regard religivus instructivn as an .

- arise if there shou

submitting himself, he shall willingly otfend
therein again, let him be suspended ; if s the
third 1ime there heing little liepe that he will he
therein reformed. then excomumunicated; and so
remain until he will be reformed. And, hkewise.

if any of the said fathers, mothers, masters, or

| mistressee, childeen, servants, or apprentices,
shall neglect their dutics, of the one sort of not
cuausing them to come, and the other in refusing
to learn, as nforsaid ; let them be suspended by
their Ordinarics, (if they be not children,) and
if they so persist by the space of awmonth, then
let thea be excommunicated.”

L] L 4 L 3 * - »

- »

The theory, therefore, of denominational day
schools is as wexpedient on peligious grouuds as
it is on the grounds of economy and edueational
cxtension.  The demand to make the teacher do
. tne cagonical work of the clergyman is as im-
. politic as it is selfish.

*

- fur all should be vpened to all upon equal terme,

euch religions persuasion the performance of its

' own recognised and appropriate duties in the |
tenching of'its ewn catechism to it own children.
Surely it is not tae province of government to
usurp the functions of the religious persuasions
of the conntry ; but it should recognize their

existence, and therefure not proyide for denom- .
. inational teaching to the pupils in the day schoo's,
i any more thun it should provide such pupils with

daily ford and ratmmeut, or veckly preachiog or

places of worship,
. . . . . . o’

4. But, it may be asked, cught notrcligious '
instruction to be given iu the day schools, and
oughte not goverument to require thix in every
schonl? 1 answer, what - may or ought to be

dove in regard to religious iustruction, and what

the governmenu ought to  regquire, are two dif-

ferent things.  Wh s doubts that public Worship

should be avended aund family duties performed ?
Bsut dues it theretore follow that goverment is to
¢-tapel attendance upon the one, or the perfor-

mance of the other? If vur govervment were |

u despotism, and if there were no law or no
liberty, civil or religious, but the absolute
will of the Sivereign, then government
waould, of course, compel

case under despotisms in Europe.
government is a constitutional and a popular
guvernment, it is to compel no farther in mat-

ters of religions instraction than it is itself the
expression of the mind of the country, and thun

it is authorized by luw tod . Therefore. in the

“ General Regulntions on the Coustitution and
Government of Schools resjccting religious

jostruction,” it is made the duty of every teacher

to inculcate those principles and duties of piety |
and virtue which furm the bosis of morality snd

order in a state, while: purents nud school teag-
ers and sclivol managers are left free o provide

for and give such further religious nstruction as

they shall desireand decm expedient. If with
us, as in despotic countrics, the penple were
nothing politically or civilly but slaves and
machines, commanded and maoved by the

will of one mav, and all the local school

suthorities were appointed by him, then the

his will ; but with us the people in each
municipality share as largely in the manage-
ment of the schonls as they do in making

- the school law itself. They erect the school-

houses ; they employ the teachers ; they provide
the greater part of the meais for the support of
the schools; they are the parties immediately
concerned—the pareuts and pastors of the childien
1aught in the schools. Who then are to be the
judges of the natuse and extent of the religious
instruction to be given to thepupils in the schools;
these parents and pustoss, or the Executive Go-
vernment, counselled and admiinistered by means
ol heads of departments, whn are changed from
time to time at the pleasure of the popular
mind, and who are aut understood (0 be invested
with any religions authority uver the chillren
of their constituents ?

(To the Edilor of the Cunwiinn Churehman.)
APPOINTMENTS TO THE RECTORIES.

Dear Sir,— A Presbyter of deservedly high
standing in this Dincese lately suggested a scheme
with respect to the subjsct of election 10 the
Rectories. which. in my opinion, is infiiitely
superior to any | have yet heard of.  He proposes
that in every Deanery there shauld b- o Couneil
consisting of three senior Clergymen, whose duty
it would be 10 advise with the Bistiop, in the case
of a vacant Rectory ; the consent of both parties
being necessary 1o the filling up of the vacancy.
The whole matter to be conducted confidentislly ;
thus avoiding the unrleauant feelings which must

d be a public controversy
respecting the merits or de-mnerits of the parties
proposed. Now it scems to me that this is an
excellent plan ; for, along with avoiding the
miserable canvassing and degrading collisions
which mnst ensue if the appointinents are made
by a great number, and which will keep the best
mmen from entesing into the contest, there is also
the surest guarantee that can be giver that the
mnst suitable men will b» appointed. It stands
to reason, that the three Preshyters residing in a
Dimtrict must have a far better idea of the charae- ,
ter of a vacant purish. snd the qualitien required |
in an individual 1o fill it successfully, than stran-
gers 1o that Dastrict can possibly have ; and that,
therefore, their knowledge wouf'('l be of the great-

Fconomy as well as
i patriotism requires that the schoals cstablished

and upon principles common to all—leaving to

such religious .
and other instruction as it pleased,—us is the:
But asour .

Trinitn College.

'l‘i“: Annua! Examination for Matiiev'stion
and for Seholarsiipe will commence on
Monday, October 304, 1803,

The tollowieg Scholarships will be open to
catpetition @

Five Ihvinity Scholarships, tenable for four
years, vir., one of £ curreney per annuagt; two
ot £25; twaool £20.  The Lollers of these Sehiols
arships will be requived to resive for fonr years,
during the two fust of whish they must mttend the
lectures in the \rtx course.

One Law Scholarship. of the value of £10
currency per annum. tenable for three vears, on
condition of regular observance of teims and Jecs
tures, and g«-«-«feomluﬂ.

Candidates tor Matrienlation munst have entored
upon their sixteenth, tor Scholarships on their -
seventleenth year.

~ Al persous presenting themselves for exnminae
tion must produce testimoninds o) good corduet.

N. B.—Yarly application should be made to the
Provast for the subicety of exnnnnation and any
other wformation desited, by all who intend to

" present  themsclves  as Candidates  either  for

Scholusships or for admission.

Toronto, November dth, 1852, t-1em
Medical Works.
Wilson on Syphilis, Lo 11 3
Niman's General Pathology, v 6 3
' Neligan on Diseases of the Shin, 05 0
, Gregory on Eruptive Fevers, 018 3
Eberle on Chiblren, 0w o0
Tuylor on Poisons, Vo
Graham’s Elewents of Chemistiy, Part 1.0 7 6
Burns’ Principles of Midwitery, 1 40
Mey's Treatice on Ohistetrics., 017 6
Peveira’s Mareria Medica and Thernpeu-
tics. Vol |, 0 0
Watson's Piactice of Physicbondie, o116 3
Dunghson’s Medical Mictionary, 1 00
i Dewces on Females, 015 0
2 Children, 014 0
" Nargents Minor Surgery, n 786
' Sharpey and Quain's Anntomy, 2 Viais, 1 12 6
. De La Reche’s Geological Qlserver, [ 26

For Nale by
HENRY ROWSELIL,
Bookseller & Sttioner,
9, Wellington Buiidings.
Toronto, 4th Nov., 18592,

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
PROPRIETARY NUCNMOOL,.

R

T a Meeting of the Council ou Thursday,
the 13:h of August, the following Minutes
were passed ;— .

2, RBesolved --Th t tor the reasons herein stated, the
Coundil having been compelled to vetinguish ther plans,
the Church of England Proprictory dehool 18 hereby
given up accardingly. .

3 Read ap oposal from Mre. Poctter. offering to open
a Schoul upon the same plan ue that tutended for the
Church of Enslaud Propsietary School,

Witercupan it was resolved—

* That inaemnuch as the Counclt had fntended to place
* Mrs. Poucttar ut the heul of the Hducatienal 1), eng
of the Church of England Propristory Bchool, they have

" the less Bositation in scending to Mis' Poctier's proposal,
echools might be the religious teachers of

and they hereby 410w hes (0 state thut she has theis sunce
clons for weanry their name, aid they hope that her exertions
Ay meet wilh that suceess whizh she so well desesves

THE TORONTO LADIES’ SCHOOL.

LADY PRINCIPAL

MRS. POETTER.

ASSISTANTS ¢

2ud English Teacher,..... Mes, Linpers.,
3rd English Teucher,.....;Mivs Keanenv,
Fiench,uuee o covcseneses.. Mad’lle Simon,
Master tor, Writing and Are

ithmetic, oo e voveenovo e Mr. EnnEpss.
Master for Drawing........Mr. Buwpr.
Master for Music,..ooo..o Mr. STRATHY,
Master fur Singing;. . . .....Mr. Husrsunzvs,

IN consequence of the number of Shares not hav-
ing been takey up for the Proprietary School, the
| Council hid been compelled to relinguish theie
| plaus, and Mre. Poetter has therefore undertaken,
lwilh their sunction. the present Lstablishment,
Jinder the same systerm as the Proprietory Schdol,
and.on the sume Jerms, without the linbibty of
i the shares. .
The Studies will include a thorough Englieh
' Educoation, with French, lalian and Geiman,
Music, Singing, amx! Diawing. Wax Flowers,
Embroidery, aud all kinds of Plun and Oroa-
mental Needle Work, are also taughit,

A Lady will assist Mrs. Poetter in taking
charge of the Boarders, whose sole duty will be
to walch over the health and attend the comfurts
of thuse committed to her care,

TERMS.

(To be prid Quarterly, and in Advan-e.)
Education. .. ceesess. 215 per annum,
Fnisteng Popils. ... ... D additional.
Boasditge e o vvessneenes o 30

NO EXTRAS.

Boardess will be required to bring their Knife,
Foik, and Spoon, Beddmg and Towels,

Persous wishlug for turther irformation wre
requested to apply (if by letter post-paid) 10 Mix.
Poetior, York street,

‘furonto, Nuvembet $th, 1552,

FOR SALE.

’

so s

est use to the Lord Bishop.
Trusting that these suggesti
due consideration, .
‘ 1 remnain faithiully yours,
A RfcTor,

ons may ieceive

|

{ % The Quewsn’s Own.”

THAMPAGNE fromn the celebraied Vine-
yards of Mession. Bouche, Soo and Drouet.

THOS. BRUNSKILL.
1By il

Tarsoty, C.t. 0



