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More Details of the Counly
Gounmeils Bill.

‘The Most Important Featnres of Mr
Balfour's Speech Introducing the
Neasure.

‘The Masses Entrusted With the
Power and Reaponsibility of
Leocsl Administration--A Modern
Progressive Institution Which
‘Will Ultimately Lead to the Re-
establishment ¢f a National Par-
liamont in College Green.

Dunein, February 28.—At last, after
years of persistent struggle that at
times was heroicin its conduct, a British
Tory Government has seen fit to bring
down s measure of partial self govern-
meont for Ireland. The men of '05, the
martyee for couniry and for conscience,
the patriots whoss bload was eo ruth-
lessly shed, and which fertilized the soil
of the Emerald Gem of the Seas to raise
s brood of pianta, ateadfast and forever
persgvering in the cause of freedom,
men whose names cling like ivy abonut
the henrts of the Irish race; these men
at last find A justification before the
judgment of the universe, and, strangest
irony ofit all, it corues ut the hands of &
man who only recognizes it feom the
pressure brought to bear on the very life
spring of his political party. A cycle of
yeas has thundered down the corridors
of time, and now, just again as the
wheel lurns and driws up under the
sbadows of the scatlolds of a century
ago, there is the [aint light of dawn that
comes belore the sunburst, and the
spirita of the men who died look down
ou the patriots of to-day and guide
then.

WHAT A WOLLD OF CHANGE

has the aet quarter of & ceutury scen,
Even as late as the O'Conaell centenary,
when Titany like Bult, Mitchell, the Fnl-
livans, were in (ront of thie battle, with
the great Paruell merely as a lieutenant;
when every ruse was nsed by the Castle
authorities to foment internicene troutd-,
who would have dreamt that a nmieasure
of lecal autonomy won!d be the paue
gyric paid at the centenury of the KHe
bellivn. The following lines written in
1875 seem In A measpre prophetic : —

“If sririts In that radiant bome of light
On thivgs terrestrial may a thought be-
£ 0w,
1f apirits hasking in the ‘Eternals’ aight
May tnrn a gaze to thia dark world be
low,
O'Conncil, v’er that isle you loved e,
Keep faithinl watch that she may ever
he
The boly isle your pride it was to see;
Aund guide and bless the children of that
race
Wherever be their now abiding place,
And make them worthy still that tiem
of Earth,
The olden isle that gave O'Connell birtb.
The invocation was heard apnd the
campaign of education is at last bearing
frait, The fruit is a little stunted yet.
It bears abont the same relation to what
sbould be granted to Ireland as a crab
apple does to & Ribstone pippen. Both
are applea »f course, and it is perhaps
just as well Lo remember that the former
is capable of great cultivation and muech
development. It would be idle to deny,
bowever, that Me¢. Gerald Baifour's bill
ig one of the utmoat importance to Ira-
land, and coming from the source it did
was somewhat of a pleasing disappoint-
ment ; for slthough not suflicient in
itnelf, the bill is a distinct improvement
on what a great many of Mr. Balfour’s
friends expected from him. Whether

CENTRALIZATION OR DECENTRALIZATION O
AUTHORITY

is the betler form of government will
for some time be a question politic
not easy of decision. An element of
.democracy permeatcs the bill, and the
people are entrusted with the power and
responsibility of electoral authority for
-councillors all over Ireland for three
years, This in itself is 8 very marked
move in the right direction. The true
inwardness of the matter might perhape
de laid down under the beadiog of aboli

tion of nominated power in favor of |

-elective government. Fortunately, too,
there are few conditions to hedge round
‘the new law which would make it un-
workable. Tae control of the police
-does npot come under the flat of the
people; and under the circumstances
1hie may be easily understoad, for even
such good authority ams the Irish Weekly
_thinks that ‘such a change would be
_any thing but an unmixed blessing in
certain places.’

‘In 1886 and 1898 Mr. Gladstone sub-
mitfed measures to the House of Com-

mons, much more radical and much
more thorough in the changes suggested
making for local sell government. At
that time the opinion of the grest bulk
of the Irish population was in favor of &
central body amenable to the general
public opinion of the country, and the
same idea exiats in even a more magni-
fied form today; but for all that there
must be a certain amount of satisfaction
at the stand taken by Mr. Gerald Balfour,
especially fs regards his manly a; peal
to the landlord claes to throw in their
lot generouely with the new order of
thicgs, accommodate tbemaselves to the
inevitable, and use tha great influence
t 1ey possess in forwarding

A MODERY PROGRYEBSIVE INSTITUTION

in preference to the antiquated methods
of government hitherto in vogue in Ire-
land. YFor vesrs past the people of
England and Scotland have bad county
and district councils,—a syatem of local
government distinctly popular, and now
the experiment is to be tried in Ireland.
The Jatent antipathy between landlord
and tenant which exists largely, and for
which the former are almost wholly res
ponsitle, will likely gradually disap; eir
under coming conditions if the landlord
class will, take t{vo heart some of the
advice given by Mr. Baifour. Goed advice
it is; and most uudoubtedly friendly,
for Mr. Balfour’s sympathies tené natur
ally towards Lhe landlords, even while
recognizing that the changes be recom-
mends were ss inevitable as fate.

It would seem good policy on the part
of the Gavernment to give every oppor
tupity for the fullest diacuasion of the
yuestion. The subject is too important
a one to he passed over lightly, and too
closely allicd tu the beat Irish intercsts
to permit of uncalled for or unnecessary
vbstruction Yrom the Nationalist side of
the House. 1t ia & tremendous advance
on evervthing that bhas been proposed
yet by s Ccnservative or Untoniat Gov-
crament, snd wihat bas beeu gained
should not be losy again by useless and
rancorous  discitssion or by personal
ditlercuces among the Irish lerders,

There is one very serions thw in Mr.
Baliour's meastre, and tha’ is the pro-
posed

FXCLUSION ¢ MINISTFRS OF RELIGION

from the county couneil-. The qualifi-
cation is g distinct deviation from Fug-
lish prevedent, rod Iinpoaes a stigma on
die [rish elergy, & body wnom the [risi
public ure alwave delighted to seent the
felur, and who have slone priceless work
for the eonutry. Tue Chief Secretary
will hardly ineist on this anonaly if irs
injustice is firesd nome to his mind by
the Irish members.

Following ix a synopsis of the test of
the bill, and the speechies of Mr. Bullour
and Mr. Dillon and others .~

It wae entitied “a bill jor wmending
the law relanng to loeal government in
Ireland, and for other purposes con
neeted  dherewith,”  He o oaaid:  Me.
Speaker, in rising to move tor leave te
introguce a bl deallng with loeal gov-
ernment in Ieeland, it 18 hardly aeces
sary that [ shonld enter into justifica
tion of the generad pulicy of withdraw-
10y the control o local administration
from nominated bodica and entrusting 1
to bodies chosen by popular election
The question of general policy must
now be regarded as res judicofu, Every-
body is conscivus that the existing
system has become ivadequate and is
no longer io harmony with the spirit of
the uge. UUnder these circomstunces,
practical men—even those who view
with regret the disappearance of insti-
tutions which have undonbtedly done
good work in the past—(Nationalist
cries of Oh)—will sec that the problem
now set us is how to accomplish the in-
evitable change in & way which will do
most good and leaat harm. I recugnize
as tully ns many who are leas sanguine
about the future than [ any that the case
ot [reland is In many respects peculiar,
wnd that the setting up of loeal govern-
ment on & popular basis requires mcra
circumsapection than the sintler change
in Eongland and Scotland.  The fact that
Ireland is for the most part agricultural
and that the agrarian system  has
created a marked Jdivision of sympathy
and interest algo bas to be taken into
accournt.

THE MAIN FEATURES,

I come now to the wmain featurcs of
the bill. As the Scottish system diflera
from the English, so the system we now
propose to set up in Ireland differs from
botb. In Ireland we do not propose to
eatablish parish councile; for the pirish
has never been an area of local adminis-
tration. The bodies we eball met up are
county councils, urban district councils,
rural district councils and boards of
guardians, and the franchise will be the
parliamentary franchise, with the addi-
tion of peers and women. {Luaughter.)
The rualifications and diequalifications
for memberahip are practically the same
ag those in England and Scotland, ex-
cept that ministers of religion will be
disgualilied to sit n connty or district
councila. (Nationalist cries of Ohl}
There is no precedent for an Irish min-
ister to sit on an elected body. The four
budies 1 have e¢numernted will, in the
majority of csses, be practically reduced
tu three, as the board of gnurdians will
in many cases be the rural district
council under another name.

Asg regards the question of boundnries,
it is extremely important thit there
should be no unnecessary administra-
tive areas, and that the overlapping of
administrative areas should be reduced
to a minimum. We therefore dispense
altogether with baronies as administra-
tive areas, being convinced of the im-
portance of constituting rural districls
in direct relation to unions as well as
counties. The Local Government Board
have already the puwer of altering the
boundaries of unions, and the Govern-
ment propose that it should be empow-

ered, within aix months of the passing of
the Act, to alter, so far ss may be neces
sary, the boundariea of existing counties
also. It will be the duty of the Local
Government Brard, in_doing this, to
secure that the alteratiuna shall be as
small as posaible.

" THE POWERS OF THE COUNCILS,

I will now explain what the newcoun-
cils are, and what will be the are. of ad-
mipistration which the Bill proposes to
set up. Let me first take the county
councily and the rural district councils.
Speaking generally, the county cnuncile
will take over the powers and duties of
grand juries and presentment sesaions of
counties at large, and rural districta will
take over the powers of baranial present-
ment sesgions. .

Of the various miscellaneous powers,
duties, and responsibilities to be trans-
ferred to or conferred upon the county
councils, I will refer in particular to
only two. The firast relates to lunatic
asylums. It is proposed that the Board
of Control shall be abolished—(Irish
cheers}—and that the appointment by
the Lord Lieutenant of Boards of gover-
nors and oflicers of asylums should cease.
It will be hereafter the atatutory duty of
the county councils to provide and mai--
tain suflicient accommodation for the
lunatic poor in the ccunty. and to man-
age the lunatic asylomas, They will act
through & committee of the council,
or when an ssylum district comprises
more than one county tbrough a joint
committee. The ultimate control of the
executive in cases where the county
council fail to cirry out their duties is
sufliciently maintained by s variety of
provisinons, and the concurrence of the
Lord-Lieutenant will be required in the
case of the appointment, or remcval, of
the resident mediral superintendent or
assistant medical ofticer.

RELIEF OF DISTREs»~,

The other reaponsibilitv thrown on the
county council to which I will refer, will
arise in connection with exceptional
distress. When a Board of Guardians
copsider that a state of exceptional dia-
tress exieta in its union, requiring & re-
laxation of the condition of outdoor re-
lief, they may apply to the county coun-
cil. Il that body considera the circum
stances to jnstify it, the may request
the Local Government Board to fssue an
orderanthorizing the Board of Guardisns,
sithiect 1o the prescribed conditions, to
administer reliet outside the workhouse
for & linrited time from the date of the
order. When such an order haa been
isaued, the county council will be liable
for oue-hall of the extra expenditure in-
curred by the Boand of tiuardians in ad-
ministering thie torm of relief. This
will prevent the necessity of passing s
special Act every time that the relax
ation of the rules reculating Poorlaw
relief in urgently required. It will also
impose a safe check upon the dispensa-
ticwn of Poor law relief. It only remains
to ndd, as rezanls the couniy counecila
and rardd Jdlatrict covnells, that he
councillors are to held ctlice for three
years. and o retirealicoitber. They are
to be elected by sinele aember constitn
encies, exeept in toe ease of an urban
district returplng prors {UAN Ohe em
ter to the eonnty eonneil, and jorming
oue county eleetoral division,

VRS

AN DISTLRICTS,

Referrine to the aurhun disiricts Mr.
Butoar snid:—Six cities and towns will
becoreatitate! eounty horonghs—name]y,
Duebling, Belfrat, Cork, Limerick, London-
derry, and Waterford.,

Me. I. M, Healev : Why not Newry ?

Mr Bultour: Newry falls very much
below tn population the ploces I have
mentioned. The government of the
eonnty goronghs will go on mncelh: as he-
[ore, save tnat their conncils will be
eleeted on the wider fravchise already
described (near, hear). In the case of
vtker towns and boroughs every sanitary
urban Jdistrict will be an urban «istrict
under the Bill, and its affairs will be ad-
ministered by nn nehan district council.
The urbun district conneil will have the
duty of levying and collecting nll rates
within the district. [t will be =seen
that urban district councils are more
independent of eonnty councils than ar.
rural diatrict cotncils, and therefore
urban districia, so far as they ennstitute
county clectoral divisions, will be re-
presented on the connty counci's only
hy their elected representative, and will
not have the privilege of the rural dis
trict conncils of sending their chairman
as an additional member of the county
council. With regazd to the Boards of
puardians there will, of course, be in the
future 1o« oicts gnardiane (National:
ist cheers ' T'he duaties hitherto allotted
to guardians as rural sanitary authori-
ties will be transferred to the district
council. The duties in connection with
the levying and collection of the poor
rate will be transferred in rural areas to
the ccunty councils, and in urban areas
to the urban councils. Tn rural districts
there will be no elections of guardians
as such, because the rural  district
councils will be the guardians of those
districts,

THE FINAXCIAL PROVISIONS.

Mr. J. Dillon—I assime that the vot
ing at elections will be by ballot?

Mr. Bulfour—Oh, yes. Qur linancial
proposals, although neceagarily com pii-
cnted and intricate, will tend, I believe,
in practice in the direction of adminis
trative simplicity. In the tirat place,
the occupieris in future to be liahle for
hoth county cess and pocr rate, whether
in towns or rural districts. The two
will be collected together ns one contoli
dated rate (hear, hear). This incident
of rates will, of couree, involve & tem.
porary readjustnient of rents until ten
ancies shall have been determined, or,
in the cane of holdings under the Land
Act, » new fair rent shall have been fix-
ed. Inthe cuse of hollings other than
agricultural land the problem is simple,
and the principle folluwed ia that the
rent shall he adjusted gu ag to prevent, ap
between landlord and tenant. any change
in the burden existing in the finanecial
year 1896-7. Thatyenr istakeninthe Bill
as “ne standard finapcisl year, a~:d all ad-

justmenta of rent aretobe made onthe as-
sumptionthat there willbeno increaseor
decrease in the poor rate and county cess
taken together as compared with the
total rate in the pound for the county
cess and poor rate tzken together in the
standard year. The effect of this will be
that the whole of any decrease in the
rates will go to the benefit of the occu-
pier, and the whole of any incresse will

go to his disadvantage. Of courae, when

tomcerits.

the rent comes to be refixed in the case
of holdiogs other than sgriculturalland,
it will be refixed having regard to the
burden of the rates, and

THE GAIN OR LOES

arising from the increase or decrease of
the rates will be distribnted between
landlord and tenant according to the
ordinary laws of supply and demand.
As regards agricultural 1and, the caseis
complicated by the sums which it is
proposed to pay out of the Imperial Ex-
chequer in relief of the rates on such
land. There will be distributed for the
benefit of the spending autborities in
each year out of the Imperial Ex-
chequer a sum equal to one-ball of the
county and poor rate deemed, for the
purpose of the bill, to have been paid in
respect of agricultural land in the
standard year. This sum is called in
the bill the agricultural grant. So far
as is possible, provisions are inserted in
the bill for ensuring that the benefit of
the sgricultural grant shall go to the
occupler as regards the county cess, and
to the owner as regards the poorrate.
When & person ia occupier and owner he
will get the double advantage. I have
now to mention two other changes
which we propose to introduce into the
existing rating system. The bill pro-
vides for what is called union rating and
district rating. By unicn rating I mean
that those expenses of the gbardians
which are now levied separately on an
electoral division, will be charged on a
common fund raised equally from the
whole union. By district rating I mean
that the cost of roads and public works,
instead of being charged to particular
baronies, will he charg:d equally over
the whole rural district, which will io
most cases comprise several baronies.
Ylectoral division rating will disappea:
if the provieion in the bill to make
occupiers oniy lable for rates becomes
law,

The conclusion to which this exper-
ience points is that union rating, so far
from leading to extravagance ci¥ the
part of the guardians, points, on the
contrary, to economy. The guardians
are

GEITE READY TO BE LIBERAL

when no part of the cost is to fall on
their own division ; but when the ccat is
spread on every division then they be-
come vigilant watch dogs of the rates
{laughter). Iam convinced that the es-
tabiishment of union rating will be a
highly desirable reform {Natioualist
cheers). At present in very poor dia-
tricts, where moat of the holdings are
under £1 waluation, the landiord pays
perhaps four it} s of the poor rates ; and
his property all wver the country is
liable to be seized fcrthis charge., This
is now to be at an end. The landlord's
contribution, or rather the agriculturs]
grant which replaces i, is to be fixed
and unsalterable, and unless this is done
exceptional nieasnres of relief will in
some shape or i rm become in certain
congeated divialors an almosat anaual ne-
cessity. Iiich of those changes will
have the etlfect of ehifting burdens—
lightening them in aome quarters and
incrensing them in others. This calen-
lation mnst be made on the assumptirn
that union and district rating already
exists in the s‘andard year, and
thin is accordingly provided for in
the bill. It atleets the amount of the
agricultueal prant, not by way of dimi-
nution, but by way of increase. This is
due to the circumatanee that the poor-
rate in towns sumewhat ¢xecveds that in
rural sreas, and consequently union rat-
ing will relieve the towns as compared
with the country to the extent of
£26,000 per year. One-half of thiv sum,
which nnder union rating will bave to
ke beroe by werienltineal Land, hecomen
under the hiil a clarge upon the Ex.
chequer, and the total amount thus
added tothe grant in estimated at be-
tween L1l ool amd 212000 A year. 1
don’t think tue rolief this given to the
tewns can reasonably be begrudged,
especially as there isaset-ofl'to it arising
from the detinition of agricultural land
inthe bill. Ianticipated that the total
amount of tne agricultural grant will
amonng tonbout £700,000 annually.  As
in England, so in Ireland there are cer-
tain charges which it is proposed to ex-
clude in making the calcalrtion, such aa
charges for extra police and compensa
tion for malicious injuries.

The procceda of lceal license duties
were by the Euglish act of 1883 trans.
ferred tr the locul authorities in lien of
certain grauls in nid annoally voted by

“ASLEEP!"
. Nothing so ap-
= peals to a4 moth.
er's heast as the
~ight of her haby
asleep. This is
Aoubly true when
e white  lips,
the fevered brosw,
the  blue  lines
beneath the eves
and the tlin Nit-
the hands tell the
pathetic story
. that haby is il
To the child that
comes  into  the
world robust and
healthy, the ordi-
nary ills of child-
hood are not a
setiolis  menace §
i but tn the weak,
puny baby with the sceds of disease im-
planted in its Hitle body even before birth,
they are a serions matter and frequently
miean baby's deatls,

The woman who wants a strong, healthy
bitby must see to 3t thit she does 1ol suffer
front weakness and disease of the import-
ant and delieate urgans concerned in moth-
erhood.  Dr Picree’s Favorite Prescription
acts dircetly on these argans, allaying iy-
finnmaation, healing uleerntion and soothing
pain. It fits a woman for wifehond and
motherhood. 1t bani-hes tlie discomforts
of the pueriod of anticipation and makes
baby's cutry to the world easy and almost
painless. It inanres the newceomer's health
amd an awmple =upply of nourishment. It
rids waternity of i< perils. It has eaused
many a childless ome o ring with the
happy laughter of healthy children. Over
ao,000 women have testified to its marvelous
It s the discovery of an enrineat
and skillful specialist, Dr. R. V. Pierce
for thirty years clicl consulting Plhysician
to the great Tovalids' Iotel and Silrgical
Tustitute, at Buffalo, N, ¥, Al medicine
dealers sell it.  Ailing women who write to
Dr. Pierce will receive frec his best advice.

. Beores of women who have been cured
of obstinate and dangerous diseases by Dr,
Pierce’s medicines have told their experi-
ences in Dy, Pierce’s Common Sense Med-
ical Adviser. It contains 1008 pages, over
300 engravings and colored plates, and is
free. Send 3t onc.cent stamips, fo cover
cost of customs and mailing onfy, for paper-
covered copy; cloth binding 5o stamps.
Address Dr, R, V, Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.

—
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turers.
and examine them,

from $1.00 to $3.00 each.

YOUR HAT,

OUR SPRING STYLE
ARE NOW IN.

Latest colors and shapes imported direct from the best manufac-
Best qualities and lowest prices in the trade.

Large variety of shapes in Soft and Hard Hats, at all price.

o not neglect the most important
part of your dress.

A man may wear good clothes, good boots and clean linen
but the secret of his looks is in the Hat. If he wears a shabby hat
he spoils the whole appearance. IF YOU WANT A NEW

HAT

Call i

Wonderful values at
Best values shown at -

s
:4‘1

- $100, $1.25 and $1.50 each

Extra Fine qualities at -
- _F_%‘@?_

NO TROUBLIL TO SHOW (iOODS.

Full assortment at both stores.

865 CRAIG STREET, one door east of Bleury St.
and 2209 ST. CATHERINE STREET, north side.
between McGill College Ave. and Mansficld Sts’,

VLIV BA AUV VARALARAL S

———

$2.00 and $2.25 each
$2.50 and $3.00 each

$
:
:
¢
:
¢
¢
:
“My Hatter” é
§
$

Parliament. it 18 propesed to do the
samoe in freland. { Nationalist cheers.) In
[reland the proceeds of loeal licenses
amount to L200 000 whereas the grants
in aid. except for the maintennnce of
roads and

CERTAIN OO B AW CHALGLS,

which are no longer to be votod. amonnt
to c2idoto This deticieney of L4407 0
it 10 propored to cover by adding to the
proceeds af the local licenses a tixed
anntinl grant from the Exshequer o
L7000 o addition to the £43000, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer has con
sented 1o allow Ireland & furtier
gnm  of 33000 &  year by way
of muarpin. Adding this tixel an:
nual  grant  to the £200,000, we reach
the Loty of £279000, Qut or this total
it ie proposed 1o defray the charges now
niet. and of the grants in aid, and the
following additional charges: (1) One-
half of the salary of one trained nurse in
every union in Ireland, actu lly em
ployed and possessing preacribed quali-
fications (Nationalist cheera}; (2} where
the agpregute rate levied in any yearin
order to meet the amount of any rail
way or harbor charge exceeds sixpence
in the pound, a sum ¢qual to ope-half of
such excess. It is proposed that the
erand juries shall meet for the transac-
action < f tiscal and administrative busi-
ness for the luat time at the spring na-
gizes of 1809 (lrish cheers. Mr. Mec-
Neill 1 It ought to be sooner)
{lnughter). Tbe grand jury on that
vceanion  will  be  ealled on  to
present for mmintenance cnly, and
not for construction of new works. The
election of new bodies will follow in
March, when they will have at iheir
disposal so much of the agricultural
grant as will have accumunlated during
the previous half year. The payment ol
the ¢quivelent grant under the lLocal
Taxation Act, 1546, will cease in Sep.
tember in the present year,and the agri-
cultural grant will then take its placc
and begin to accrue. The interests of
the existing officers bave, of courae, to be
protected. The existing secretarles of
grand juries are to become and continue
secretaries of the county council for the
space of une year after the commence-
ment of the new rigime. Special pro-
vision is, however, made for the Baron
High Constable and poor-rate collectors.
It will, no doubt, be said that the Gov
ernment have set themselves a somewhat
formidable teak. The reform of local
government in England was the work of
two Bills, and the same case wilth repard
to Scottish local government reform. The
ground for this messure has already be n
explored, mapped vut, aud walked over
in the Local Government Acls for Eng-
1snd apd Scotland. Granted the general
provisions of the measure, the mere
MACHINERY CAN BE PROVIDED

by means of the words or clauses of ¢x-
isting Acts, altered in form, but not in
substance. No doubt tne machinery
when it was first devised was a very
proper subject for jull and exhanstive
discussion, but the discussion hasalready
taken place on the English and Scottish
Acts, und I think we are now justified
in assuming that if the Honse disires to
pass the Bill it is not necessary that the
same discussion should take plrce over
again, At all events, we have ventured
‘to proceed on tbat assumption. and
where maehinery bas to be provided or
regulations are required to be enacted of
a formal and non-conteantious character
we have given wide, but at the same
same time well-defined, powers. This
wiil bave the effect of greatly lightening
the Bill, but at the same time we have

nedged it round with precantions which

will prevent the withdrawal fron .. ..
fnll discusricn of the Huwre of Comn, e
0. /Ny Watter proper und use;) t-.- "
discusred. 1 think it will not be g,
that the proposais 1 have o]
earry out  the unpcertakine ;. g
by the Government to Trel o i
aoaystem of loerl administeation s
stantialiy sinsdiar totnt of Eneland, ¢ 4
based upon the same broad and o o -
cratic foundation.  Tie Ipah 1.1
Government Bill of 152 was overwe vat-
ed with s‘ufpglmrds—(lrish inngrhie :-,”
whico at the tine were considered e, -
sary—{renewe laughter}—in order o
mect the not tnnatural apprehension «of
the land-ownirg cluea that they wonlhi tu
made the victims of oppressive extriva-
gance 01 the prrt of the new popniaT
bedy, Those safeguards have disappent-
ed from the proaent meature~-(Irish
cheera)--but in their place other sale-
guards  hinve bheen substituted which
the Government helieve will be mare
rflicient and less irritating {hear, hear}
Hpeaking for myselt, [ um by no ’mem'a
certain thut the prophets of evil in mat-
ters of extravagance will turn oug to be
right. [ehall not be surprised if the
new hodies prove to be more parsi-
monious than the old  (Nationalis:
cuoeers). The experience of Englund
and Sgotland shows that in rural .is-
tricts the Jocal gentlemen are (e
lenders of the people, and the people re
gard them as guch.  In the past this ius
heen the case in Ireland, and it may he
ggamn, (A Nutionalist member: *Not

likely.”)  Everything depends upon :lis
(cheers):  Will they lcok askance ut the

new order, and stand aside 1n =allen
silence, vr pluy the more manful part
and seck the suffrages of their felluws?
(cheers). They may perhaps meet with
rebutls at first, but I believe they will
prevaii in the end. I am rejoiced 1o
know that friends of minein Ireland and
in thie House are determined to plsy
their part in the local government of
Ireland, and if this spirit is general. |,
for one, firmly helieve that the chrnges
We now propose will carry a healing
power rich in blessing for the future of
reland (cheers).
[Conclusion on page 3.
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' N.B.~Physiolana’ Prescriptions preparec with
eare and promptiy forwarded to all parts of the
ohiy. o ' . i N

3

|
|




