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ACT0F . allai
Examination of John Weilson.

The Present Article ConsitS of some
Extraots rom a Dlooanmenat 0f Great
Interest and-Importance, even spart
trom our Contention, viX., theRport
o! the Committee of thé House o
'Commons, on the Civil Goverament
of Canada.

Where do -you us ally reside-My
usual residence bas been t Quebee; I
hae remided for the laut five or six yere
six miles frgin Qkiebec.

Are you a native of Quebec ?-No; I
an a native of Scotland

How many years bave you resided in
Lower Canada ?-Thirty-seven yers.

Have you ever been, or are you at this
Lime, a member of the House of As-
sembly in Lower Canada ?-I have been
a rmember of the House of Assembly of
Lower Canada, for the County of Quebec,
for ten yearu.

Are you now deputed by Sny portion
o the inhabitants of Lower Canada to
maake any representations to Hie Ma-
jesty"e trovernment in this country ?-I
am deputed, with Mr. Viger and Mr.
Ouvillier of Montreal, on the part of the
petitioners who subscribed the petition
presented to the House of Coimons
lately.

Will you atate what are the grievances
of which the inbabitantsaof Lower Canada
complain, and what is it they seek a
remedy for from the Government of this
country and from Parliament 7-1 shall
take the liberty of stating the grievances
as they are stated by the petitioners
themselves. They complain, in the first
sinstance, that the state ci the Province
bas been growing worse for several years
past, in respect to trade, and the value
of the landed property and the profits of
industry. They complain that the ex-
penses of the Gvernment are bigh. They
complain that there bas been a waste of
the public -revenue and resources; that
the public moneys adv.nced or paid for
public purposes are not sufficiently ac-
counted for ; that large lasses have con
sequently ensued; that the laws that are
conceived by the people to be neceasary
for the nommon welfare are rejected by
one of the branches of the Legislature,
that branch being chiefly composed of
persons who are dependent upon the
Governnent of the Piovince.

Wh.t are your constituents princi-
pally ?-The rmajority of therm are what
they call of French extraction.

It is stated in the petition that a great
rmanuy militia officers have bpen dis-
missed without justcause?7-There have
been a great. number of dismissions, and
they allege that it bas been without
Buticient reason.or just cause.

What, iD publie opinion, is believed to
be the reason that those inilitia officers
were dismissed ?-The almost universal
opinion, latterly, is. that it ils ow into
their taking a part in sending complainte
to England. '.-

What grounds are there for entertain-
ing that opinion ?-There is no doubt
that several of them were present at the
meetings at which the petitions were
adopted, and f believe that several of
them presided at those meetings.

Was any motive assigned for their
dismission by the Government ?-Yea, a
very bad motive-having becone active
instruments of a party hostile to His
Majesty 1 Government.

Were- tbey dismissed by a general
order ?-They were dismised by a gen-
eral order. .Tiere had been about 200
dismissals within the last eigbteen
rnontbs-either diemissals. or. putting on
the shelf in another way. There has
been a.general doing and uudoing o the
vbolernilitia. The general order for the
last dismissions ie as follows•

"GENERAL ORDER OF MILITIA.
Office of the À 'jutant- General of Miliia.

QUEBEc, Fèbruary 21,1828.
"The Governor and Commander-in

Chief bau seen with regret that several
offiors commanding battalions - of
mijitia, ,forgetLing their duty to set an
example of subordination and respect
for uthbrity to. those placed under their
commian d ave shown themselves the
active agents ofapsarty hostile to His

*Majestys Government. *Such- conduct:
tending-o creäte udiscontent. a the'

coutryan Làbrng the Executie

Government intö contemphL a
peoyle, cannot be permitted
Witout lotioe.- His ExcellemI
fore, in virtue of the power1
him by his Majesty, signifi
underuigned officers that Hii
bas no further occasion for1
vices:-.

"Third Battalion of Buckin
-Lieutenant-ColonelFrancois

« First Battalion of Bedford
tel de Rouville.

" Third Battalion of the C
Saint Kaurice-A. Poulin de C

" First Battalion of Kent-E
de la Bruere.

" Second Battalion of Hun
Mjor M. Ra.ymond.

" The Governor-in-Chief thin
less his public duty than an actq
to the loyal militia of the Pr
put themron their guard agai
misled by the arts and misre
tiona of ill-disposed persons, to
unfounded suspicions of the vi
acts of government, or to swe
that respect for its authority,j
spirit of obedience to the lae
becomes dutiful and loyal subjec

"Ey order of hie Excellency
ernor-in-Obief,

(Signed)
F. VASSAL DE MONVIE

"Adjutant-Genera
Have any steps been taken f

tablishment of schoolsein the To
-Yes; but they will not h&
schools in the Townships.,
bave no schools in the Towns
may appear to be under the di
one particular church.

la your opinion, what wou
best system upon wMeh schoo
instruction of the populationg
could be established in the colon
systen that was proposed by t
of AFaembly, by a bill inI
similar to that of Scotland,a
sone of the modes adopted in
land. It was to have schools
parish; the parishioners to1
power of assessing themselve
purpose of naintaining those
and to appoint peraons, a kind of
to have the management of the

Could achools be establisbed,1
both Catholics and Protesta
Lave recourse in common 7-
ment you distinguish between
tant and Catholic, that mom
separate them from one anoti
muet not consider Lhem as el
testante or Castholics, or else
distinction between thera mm

la not the power of charitab
bution for tie purposes of i
limited by law in Canada ?-Iti
a great many efforts to establis
in Lover Canada, (I-think th
rejected five or six times,) a
certain sura for every school tL
be established-leaving- the
under the direction of the cler
the different denominations--
nomination t have the direct
schooal of its own sort, and
£200 for the purpose of er
echool and placing a schoolma
provided there were a certain n
scholars-at last a Bill was
allowing them to hold prope
anonnt not exceeding £75, I
tie purpose of achools. Before
people would not hold any1
eten if it were a gift, for the ~p
s9hools, because the heirs of t
that bad made the gift used t
and take it away from t
8Latute. of Mortmain prevent
tist there are no eçhcols for t
tion of the people, except thos
established by charity. The p
however, making great efforts
of sochools; and whether the
sisted by law or notthey wi
cated.

Were those Billa rejected
Legislative Council?-They we

On what groundd ?-I can
The general expression amo
was, tbat they would have no.
but the Act of 1801-and the A
could not be executed, from
with respect to religion.

- Was there any disinclina
pressed to the systen of thep
listing themselves ?-No; t
however, never got to the L
Côunoil; it wa introduced 'n
close of the war-and the suba
it was a gif to each parish. W
was a. parish f the Roman
Ah1ýc.hthe Church of Englan
Gliurch'of Scotland, or of the D
provded they established a sc
had a certain numbe o! scho

ng thehey *et. W bah'e from the Princi ttôbeheld by aybod li had nota
ta pass Fund 200; blt that vas object-d idn larger ortunethan can beound in that

cy, there- the Legislative iouncil.. Then, eeing ountry.
vested in that had faiied so often, permission, as E Froiyour nowledge of Lower Canada
es Co the have mentiôned, te eacb parish to hol:d what do yon conceive would&be the fel.-
s Majesty property foi: schools was introduced, and !Ùg:of that Proviemo with reference te a
their ser- IL fmnally passed. alloving property id Union? 7-I il learly averse to it; both

the amount:of £75 a year to be held by Provinces are:decidedly avee to iL.
ghamhire these achools. What do you believe teo be the feeling
Legendre. Do you understand that a great desire inUpper Canada with referenc to the
--. Her- for instructionb has displayed itself in the question ?-Upper CanadaI believé to be

townships ?-There is no doubt of it ; clearly averse te it; they wish not to be
Gounty cf there is no American that does not think troubled-with.us in the management of
ourval. the education of bis chidren is an essen- their internal affairs. The truth is, that
.Boucher tial part of bis duty. every portion of the population in

Do you apprehend that any difculty America desire> as much a possible, tq
tingdon- would be made by the Canadian party to have the ianageiient of their intefnal.

any such enactments?-I cn ausufe the affairs confined *ithin narrow limite.
aks it not committee that the Canadian pakty will In the Unite States, wheiever a stats
of justice do everything possible io promote educa- was extenaive,they have divided it into
ovince, to Lion, no matter by what party; they are several states, for the convenience of
nst being persuaded that the country cannot get local management. They out off the
epresentse on without a general education. State of Maine from Massachusetts; they
entertain Was there ever a period when the out off two or three states in Vir ina,
views and measures of the Govermnent were com- and in Pennsylvania; the object o thst
rve fronI monly supported by the majority of the country is rather to sub-dîide states
and that Assembly ?-Certainly after the estab- thstit o unite thenâ.

ws, which lishinenôf Lhe constitution, in 1792, till When yod étatedi that yon thought
ct. 1806 and 18Q7, the Governrtlerit had a that.- tbe relationship between the
the Gov- constant mejority in the Èouse; or, at colonies of North America nd this

least, govetatent generally succeeded an country was much the same, with refer-
all its measures. ence tWpoints of general governmnent, as

L. To what do you attribute the change that whioh exista between the different
l, M.F." that has taken place since tbat period ?- states of America and their centre of
ir the es The great cause of the change was the governaent,. you must be aware that
wnships? admimistration of Sir James Craig; ha there are several material differences
ave those was very violent witb the House of that must be. taken Into consideration,
They will Assembly and the people generally, and fiow would you proposae to supply the
hips that he accused them of a great many things; want of representation in this country ?-
rection of and, fnally, on the eve of a general We have never complained on that head,

election, he put three of' the leading nor can We think of haing a representa-
Id be the members of the Assembly into gaol, tion hereà
ls for the under a charge of treasonable practices, Would .fot yod teguire that tha
generally and kept then there till some of them colonies should haie soie representa-
ny ?-The subsoribed ta any conditions, in orde to taics in this country ?-We have asked
ha House get out-and othets continubd im ill for au agent ta represent the intereste of
1814, was they opened the does of the gaol and let the colony, particularly at times when
and with them go out. The truth was, thbat there there may be a difference of opinion be-
New Eng. Was no notion o! treason am-,ng the tween the executive and the represents-
in every people. tive branches-lor we - are net much
have. the Since that period, bas the Government afraid of anything wrong gokng on hero,
s for tue had no majority in the Assemby ?-It if we can have an opportunity of being

schools, never could command a majority. heard.
trustees, During the whole administration of Bir Are there any religious animosities

e schools. George-Prevost they were unanimous in between the Catholics and Protestants in
ta which supporting all hie measures, because Lower Canada ?-No, not among the
nts could there was a question then of defending people generally ; but there has been a
The mo- the country and of doing what vas good deal of appréhension on the part of
a Protes- necessary to e dohe to aid for that pur- many Catholic mince 1817. The whole
rent you pose; and they were nearly the sole sup- Governmaent and the Lgislative Council
er. You porters of the Government at that timA. being in the banda of Protestants, and
ither Pro. During Sir John Sherbrooke's adminis- particularly of one church-the corpora-
there is a tration the people generally were on the tion that was .to manage the schools
aediately. side of the Government, and they had a happened to be of the samne description,
le contri- majority for all their measures in the and they attempted to establilsh thóse
education Housae of Assembly; but they have had schools all over the province-some of
in. A fLer no majurity that they could command the Catholics imained that, it was a
h schools since the time of Sir James Craig. kirnd of a proselytiswg plan, and it raised
e Bill was . You state in this letter that the lave sane jealousy.
llowing a wbich regulate property and civil right, Are the Committee to understand,
at would the customs, manners, religion, and even fromi what you have said, that if both

schools prejudices, prevailing in the two Pro- the CatholieandProstant religions are
gymen of vinces are essentially different; and you protected in thoir establishment in that
each de- also state, that the inhabitants of Upper country, and there is no appearance of
ion of the Canada, from their distance fron theses, any design on the part of the Govern-
allowing and the want of an external mirket,have, ment ta infringe on the rights of one or

recting a in, a great measure, ceased te be con- the other, yen do not apprebend that
ster in it, sumers of the description of goods upon there will be any religiots animasties
umber of which duties are raised in the port of between Protestants and Catholic in
greed to, Qiuebec; and you go on to shew that the Province of Lover Canada --I
rty to an their interests are so distinct, that there should think so. It *as net LiIi 1821,
think, for would be no mode of inducing them to upon tbe rejection of the School Bill
that, the co-operate in measures for the public sent up by the House of Assembly,
property, welfare, or taoentertain the same viewa giving the direction of the- schools
urpose of of general policy. la that still your severally to the clergy of all religious
he per4un opinion ?-IListrue that the laws,ceus- denominations, that there did seemi to
o come in toms, menners and préjudices of the two break out any great jealousy on the
hen-the colntries are essentially different; it is part of th ]Roman Catholics. Thst con-
ied it; so true, likewise, that they are beginning flrmed them in their jealousies, which
he educa. to consume largely Amaerican manufac- they probably had internally before, on
e that are tues in Upper Canada, particularly in account of certain instructions already
eople are, that part of the country above Lake umentioned; but thon they burst forth
G in favor Outaiio, which I think centains about ta sagreat extent. Since t-at time they
y are as. balf the population of. the Province, and have gone on increasing; but they did
ill be edu- I believe îhere is a great line of distinc- not believe; nor do they belive, that

tion between the whule of the views and the government of this country was at
1 by the interesta of the two provinces. I cannot the bQttom of it--tbey generally thonbt
!re. say positively that they could never be that it was something started' in the
not say. .brought ta co-operate under very difficuit colony, and it has not-an consequenc jf!
ng them circumatances ;. but, generally speaking, that got- to -so great areighit a
other Act' it would be considered a very great bard- bave otherwise got-for amonget the
ct of 1801 ship, tbat the people of Upper 'Canads body of the people, at the present mo-.
the feare should he' obliged to come te Lower ment, no man asks whether bis neighbdr

Canada tW make their local laws, or that is 'a Catholio or Protestant-there are
tion 'ex-the people of.Lower Canada should be oh- (latholics and Protestants in the same

people as liged te go-to Upper Canada tomake their family and neighborhood, and. all living
hat. Biull, local laws. Te United States, along that in perfect harmony. In truth, n coun-
egislative frnder. -have the convenience of having try was- ever more eïempt fromi r-
st at the five different local Legislatures along ligious a;imosities than lower Canada

titub.for tbat saineline. There is notbing got by bas generally been during the :thirty-
Vhetheit being a membèr of the Asembly of Pro- seven years I have resided there..
Catholie vinces; iL ie ail labor and no profit. Ini Are t-hare ay atten pts- to.pôoSelyte
dti or Lh. t-bat case- they must go sevon hundred on tirs art of thes CstholieGxo ?--
)issent-era miles through a country very difficult te No ; l.athin t-bey ae t-he lea islyt-
,hooland travel, t-o att-ënd t-o all.rheir litlie affairs. ing pedple that I haveC ev &~n I
lara l I Iwould au eh sit-ution ofatu-hv e ~auaLy ' ~s Q


