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NEWS OF TIE WEEK.

The position of the Gladstone Ministry is
very precarious. Fheir majority in the House
of Commons is dwindling nway, and fuice within
onc week, have they had to put up with an
actual defeat. The adverse mujority was not
large; but in the sccond instanee it accurred
on a clause in the Ballot Bill, « Ministerial
measure,  Whilst the negotintions on the eom-
petency of the Giemeva conference to cutertain
the U. States’ claims for consequential dam-
ages, are till pending, we do not think that
the Conservative party will try and foree their
pelitical oppouents to resigu; buv will prefer
to leave the Ministers who, by their loose
wording of the Waskington Treaty, have got
Great Britain into the serape, to get out of Ehe
mess ns best they may. It is rumored that,
after their Continentzl trip, aud during the
course of the coming swmumer, the Prince and
Prineess of Wules propose te visit the United
States and Cnnada.

The ugrieultural laborers of Warwickshire
have commenced a strike for advanced wages,
which may very probably estend from the
centra of the Kingdom to tho extremities, and
preduce grave socizl consequences. s a rule
the farm laborers of Fagland we not well paid;
a fuet which 1s the consequcnce of another fact
—to wit—that the culture of the cereals in
England is not & pursuit which leaves very
high profits to the farmer, If compelied to
pay more than he pays already for the lubor by
him required on his furm, there will be no
margin left for favmer’s profit at ull; and ap-
parently the conscquence will be that the in-
ferior lands now under the plough will be first
abandoned to grazing purposes; and that gra-
dually Great Britain will, us the process goes
on, bave to procure its breadstuffs from coun.
tries whose soil aud climate are maturstly more
faverable than are its own, to the eulture of tho
cercals, and where in conscruence they eax be
grown cheaper than they ean in logland.  As
yet the agrieultural strike has heen unattended
with any of thosc acts of outrage which have
as a rule characterised the procecdings of the
Trades Unions; but it is to be feared that if
the farmers refusc to accede to the terms pro-
posed by the laborars, this credituble state of
things will not last long; but that burning
stacks, and smolking Lurns way agrin revive the
memory of the duys of Swing. The loader of
the movement is apparently a mzn of the name
of Joseph Arche, a person of some intellectual
culture, and of mueh good sensc; his influence
whilst 1t last will be exerted for good, to pre-
vent illegal aets; but in 1l movements of this
kind, influecnec und power at lust almost al-
ways fall to the lot of the most nuprineipled
demogosues.  Still we will hope that better
counsels may prevail; and (b without njury
to the farmers, and others who have lurgely in-
vested capital in land, kome means may be dis-
coversd of raising the physical and wmoral con-
ditions of the English agriculvural laborers,

There have been rumors ofloat, during the
past week, of the growth of a very hostile {oel-
ing in Prussia towards Frunce, provoked by
the laaguage of the lntter, apparently menacing
revenge, and by her active measures to restore
4he efficiency of her army,  These rumors are

hewever now officially contradicted, and for the

present at least the peace of Iurope is not to

be disturbed. The Carlist movement in Spuin,

3
i

blood was shed, is reported from Rome, but in
their ibems from Italy ‘the telegraphic reports
are not very trustworthy. :

The dead lock on the matter of the “conse-
quential damages” continues; bub still it is
hoped and belioved that an amicable issue from
the difficulty will be discovered. Am if”
may be found somewhere, by those who look
for it diligently, and us Touchstone tells us
there is ¢ much virtue in JA” At all cvents
it is not likely that two great nations will go to
war on a mere punctilio. On its side the U.
States government is cortain that, even if entor-
tained, its claims for conscquential damages
will be rejected by the Geneva Arbitrators,
and the British government ean have 1o serious
apprehensions that damages under that head
will ever be awarded ; but ncither government
likes to recede from 2 position once taken up,
or to be the first to yield. Still {from the tone
of tho press, and from the fact that in the
money warket there is no panic, we have good
grounds for anticipating an amicable and hon-
oruble solution of the difticulty.

The eagerness with which in certain quar-
ters she report, first set in circulation by the

France and Germany were very critical, has
been repudiated, tends to confirm it. or rather
to give reasons for believing that, even though
exaggerated, it is by no means destitute of
foundation. We are not astonished therefore
that the Nosth German Gazette of the 20th,
whilst denying the report, admits that a late
speech by M. Thiers had caused much un-
easiness in Germauy, and that the details of the
French war budget were such ag to dictate
caution to the German government. The ar-
ticle concludes by wore than hinting that in
consequence, the oecupation of France by Ger-
man treops may be prolonged.

The definition of the Geueral Council of the
Vatioan concerning Papal Infullibility has been
officially published by Mgr. the Archbishop of
Paris; in consequence muny of the liberal
jourauls of that City arve in aw excited condi-
tion, and clamor for civil proceedings against
the Prelate and the Catholic clergy.

In our Canadian Purlinment there have been
some rather lively passages at arms betwixt the
members, but as yet no important business has
been transacted. In front of the town the ice
has broken up and is moving slowly away, with-
out doing any damage. We are thus relicved
this year from the fear of an inundation. The
City mortality for the last week was 149,

Tug, CoMisg Barre—The Paris corres-
pondent of the Loodon 7'imes states the ques-
tion fully and fairly:—

“The two great forces in Kurepe, are, not Cath-
olicism and Protestantism, but Catholiciem and
fthe Revolution?”

It is by these Powers, not by Cathelicism
and any other phase of Christianity, that the
battle has to be fought. I’rotestuntism, con-
sidered as a positive religious system is effete,
and no one dreams of tuking it into aceount,

But what is the Revolution ? this great an-
tazonistic to Catholicism? In the religious
order it implies the denial of Ged, or Atheism ;
in the political order, the negation of authority
or anarchy; in the soeial order it means Com-
munism, The triumph of these will be the
result of the defeat of Catholicism in the great
battle now waging in Europe, and of which the
dull thunder has alrendy reached our ears from
across the broad Atlantic, It is the Times
that states the conditions of the fight: “the
two creat forces in 1lurope are, not Catholicism
and Protestantism, bhut Catholicism and the

ievolution.”

Never were truer words published in the
Times ; would that all who read would ponder
them ; well would it be if Conservative jour-
nals would bear in mind that every blow dealt
at Catholicism, is a blow at those iustitutions of
which they profess to be defendars; that every
loss to the Catholic Churel, is so much gaiu to
the Revolution of which they profess to be the
opponents.

By force of nrms, and at the point of the
bayonet, after a short war unjustly waged against
him, unjust because undertaken without the
shadow of a pretext, and in dirces violation of
the most solemn Treatics—the Sovereign Pon-
tiff, has been deposcd and robbed of his domi-
nions. ~ Is it possible that eutside of’ the lunatic
asylum there is any ome so insane as not to
perceive that the stability of every thronein Ku-
rope is thercby menaced ; that the priuciple thut
might alone constitutes right, has been thoreby
formally adopted as the basis of the Europeun
internationnl Code? 'The property of the Re-
ligious Orders has by « dishonest and despotic
government been confizeated, and the inmates
of the convents have been driven from their
| quiet homes by a licentious soldiery; is there
i any enec sueh a fool as to believe that thereby
the rights of property have been sceured? Or
that when their turn comes, as come it will

if telegraphic messages are to be believed, has | ghe Gommunists will not profit by the lessen

resolved it-gelf into 2 fow isolated cases of high- got them by the robber government of -Italy ?

way robbery of ma political significance. A | What is good law for nuns and monks, is good

collision betwixt the Piedmontese troops aud | jgw for proprictors of every description, and

the guards of the Severeign Dontiff, in which | for all munner of canitlists, Confiscation is a
‘o

Londen Daily Telegraph, that the relations of

game that others besides the accomplices of
Viator Emmanuel can, and will play at.

It is in a word the Revolution, not Protest-
antism as it is commonly understood, that has
gained, by rocent events in Kurope. It has
gained beeause the attack upon tho sovereignty
of the Pope justifies an attack upon every sove-
reignty, upon every political authority in the
world ; it has gained, because the forced con-
fiscation of the property of the nuns and monks
if justifiuble in their case, justifies, and sets up
a precedent, for the coufiscation of the property
of every landholder, of every merchaut, of every
capitalist of Burope. The principle that all
ccelesiastical property belongs to the nation, is
capable of being applied to all ‘property, of
cvery deseription, It teo is nationul; and
when the day of their triumph arrives, will be
nationalised 1.c. conliscated, by the Communists
—as has becn the ecclesinstical property by the
robber government of Italy. The latter is but
fighting the battle of the Commune, or as
the Times puts it, of the Revolution.

Iu Germany as in Italy, the battle has fairly
begun, and the two antagonistic forces—Cuth-
oliciam, and the Revolution headed by Bis-
marck—are locked in deadly cmbrace. And
here.we find a striking instance of the truth of
the T¥mes’ definition of the terms of the com-
bat. Bismarck has hitherto been the man of
the Couservative purty, aund noted for his oppo-
sition to the demecratic party in Germany,
But the necessitios of the strifc in which he now
finds himself engaged forec him to seck other
allics, and to contract new engagements, Iis
friends and supporters ure now the very men
from whom litherte he has been estranged; and
by an infallible instinct of the exigenecics of his
position as leuder of the anti-Catholic forces,
e finds himself compelled to take his stund at
the head of the partizans of the Tlevolution.

The Russinn Government is pursuing the
same course of policy us towards the Western
Powsrs, parties to the Treaty of Paris, us that,
which, with the applause of the Protestant and
Liberal world, Vietor Emmanuel has lutely
pursued as towards Rome and the Sovereien
Pontiff. Bound by solemn Treaty, to respect
the independence of the latter, no sooner did
Victor Emmanuel find bimself in a positien to
violate his plighted faith, and solemn engage-
ments, than, without even the shadow of a pre-
text, he commenced hostilities against the Pope ;
attacked, and, after u short struggle, succeeded
in making himself master of, Reme, and the
States whose integrity he had bound himself
to respeet, und cause others to respeet, This
violation of faith, this deliberate treachery was,
and is atill applauded by the Liberal world,
and no where more loudly than in England,

Profiting by the hint, Russia is Imitating
the bad faith of the Piedniontess Government.
The former perceives that, left without an ally
in Lurope, Great Britain is physically unable
to resent un insult, or to compel the observance
of the terms of that Freaty of Paris, which, at
the cost of so mueh blood and trcusure Great
Brituin and France, conjointly, won on the cver
memoruble heights of the Mulukoff, and the
Redan; and so with the same eynical contempt
for honor, for plighted faith, and right, that
Victor Wmmanue! displayed when he let Joose
his mercenary hordes on Rome, Rusci to-day
announces to the world lLer intention of tear-
ing to pieces the Treaty of Puris, of violating
every one of its essential provisions, and of
doing every thing which by that Treaty she
had pledged hersclf not to do. Sebastopol is,
in definnce of express stipulations to the con-
travy, to be ve-built, fortified, and refitted us o
naval and military arsenal, The Black Sea is
again to swarm with Russiun men-of-wur, and
its eousts will again be eovered with forts
armed with the heaviest of ordnamce. And
this is all that we have o show for the bloed
so lavishly shed at the Alma, at Balaclava, on
the heights of Inkerman, and hefore the terrible
Redm! How have the mighty fallen!

But what ean Great Britain suy? We do
not suy do ? for she can de nothing. Whatean
she say? Were she to appeal to the sanctity
of Treaties, to the laws of nations, and the
principles of cternal justice, with what a Jaugh
of seorn would her remonstrances be met by
Russian statesmen.  No deubt their opinions
would Le clothed, not veiled, in the clepancics
of diplomutie eonventionalities; but in sub-
stance they wight be expressed in some such
terms as these—“You are pretsy fellows in-
deed, to prate about the sanctity of Treaties,

about the laws of nations, about honer, good '
| ¢ a person whose judgment was wot to be de-

faith, respect for plighted word, and eternal
justico '—you who looked on and applanded
whilst ull these were im Italy violated, and
trampled under foot by your precious Vietor
Emmanuel I”

This cynical eontempt for right, this ecxalt-
ation of might, so characteristic of the present
age—the neccessary result of the spread of Li-
beralism, of the wening political influcnce
of the Cuthelic €hurch, and one of the popular
errors denounced in the famous Syllabus, is,
we have no douht, destined. to work muoch
¢trouble in Europe, and indeed throughout the

world. The words honor, faith, and right |

have lost their significance, and nations and in-
dividuals acknowledge no limits to their re-
gpective ¢ mights”’ but the « mights” ef others.
Communities manage their affuirs with no more
seruples than does a Fisk, or than a Gould man-
ages his, Indeed, as compared with Vietor Em.
wmanucl, we look upon the last named as men of
serupulous hanor, and ¢ high bred gentlemen.
At all events the principle, or rule of action in
both public and private lifc has been luid down,
and accepted by the Liberal world—that no
one Is bound to observe a contract which it is
profitable to him to break, and which he can
break with impunity.

-

WAS ST. PETER EVER IN ROME?

Objection. *The only evidence ihat can be ad-
duced from the New 'Testament for St, Peter's having
been ot Reme iv, that ke srems to have written his
first Epistle {rom Babylon.” (I. Llet. v.13.)

Does this Babylon mean Rome ? Dr, Brewn
would wish to say it dues not, but he deare not.
e coutents himself therefore with opposing
theories, negative argunents, and the opinions
of modern second rate scholars, to-the unanim-
ous voice of antiguity. Whilst denying that
Babylon meant Rome, Michaclis, the chief'sup-
porter of this zhsurd deni:l, and Dr. Brown,
acknowledge that Iusebing, St. Clement of
Alexandria, St. Jerowe, and the older Rowan
Fathers all understood the Babylon of which
St. Peter speaks to mean Rome. Michaelis
also acknowledges, that they offered reasoos
why it must mean Rome. Speaking of Euse-
bius, who quotes Papias, Dr. Brown is eautious,
e does not absolutely deny the fact that
Eusebius quotes Papias; he merely sugoests
doubt.
“ Rome, IIr appears to say it on the author-
“ities of Papias, though ~ome learned men
¢ deny that he aseribes the tradition to Papias.”
This is eautious wording in the worthy Bishop.
The “Je appears” is strong evidence that the
episcopal objector had little faith himself in
the ¢ some learncd men’” who deny the tradition
to Papias.  With the * Roman divines” he is
cqually circumspect. St Jerome and the
Roman divines also adopt it—he acknowledges;
but then he udds, a learned writer of their
communion (Hug.) truly observesete. Now
we object to a single writer however learned,
and whether of ¢ their communion” or mnot,
being considered as of more weight than the
whele ot those Fathers,who living near the times
of the Apostles had better opportunitics, of
judging, breathing as they did the very atmos-
phere of the tradition. And what is Hug's
argument—this * learned writer of' their com-
munion?”’  “ The use, he says, of such a
metonymy way he very proper in a symbalical
book like the Apocalypse, but would only be
credible in the subscription of an cpistle, if
arcana nomina Keclesiarum (seeret nawes for
churches) had existed amongst Christians.”

But does any one pretend to say that the word
Bubylon, was used as an arcauum  nomen

(sceret name) for the Koman Church? We
think not, The power of Rome wus regarded
by the later Jews in the same sense as that of
Babylon by their forefuthers (Jer. i. 7.} ; and
henee whatever the people of Israel be under-
stood to symbolise, Babylon represented the
antagonistic principle. The Apostles therefore
having been accustomed when Jews to look upon
Rome as Babylon, may easily be excused for hav-
ing carried this nomenclature with them Into
the Christion Church. Hence they used it,
not as an arcanum nomen Xcclesize, but as a
word symbolieal of ¢ the world, the flesh, and
the devil.” It is therefore as much in place in
an cpistle as in a symbolical book. Iliither
Hug's knowledge of Jewish history was loose,
or liis lozie at fault, when ho made this objec-
tlon. '

The Bishop of KEly admits that— If" the
« tradition be due to PPapias, he is doubtless o
“ very carly authority (A, D. eiree 110.): but
¢ Huschius, he tells us, has given uy to under-
“ stand that he was a person, whose judgmneng
“ was not to be depended upon, und partieularly
“that he wos an  enthusiast about the
“ Apoculypse. Henee his interpreting St.
« Peter by the linguage of the Apecalypse is
“not of much weight,” Now this is not hand-
some of the good Bishop. In the first place,
he very conlly tnkees for granted that our good
friend Pupias is ¢ interpreting St. Peter by the
langruage of the Apoealypse”” We have shown,
that he need uot of nceessity be doing so, since
Babylon was already a name for Rome among
the later Jews, In the second place, evea
orenting that Tusebius gloes consider Papias

pended on,” this proves nothing, since a born
fool may be u good witness as to a matter of faot.
Having now disposed of the good Bishop, let
ne Jook at the testimonics en which this fact of
Babylon having mcant Rome, is founded.

1. Qur adversaries admit 1° that all tho old
Tatin Fathers under stood it us such. 2° They
even admit that these Fathers gave reasons for
so understanding it.

II. They grant us that Papias (A. D.110.)
Buscbius, St. Clement of Alegandria and St.
Jerome assert it.* '

« Fuschius says this (Babylon) meant’

——TT

_III. 8t. Peter's Epistle itself hears jntpine
evidenee to itg having bheen wri 'mmnsw
h ritten in Rom
sinco 1° St. Peter therein warns th >y

e e Asi
Christians of the impending persecuti e
knowledge which he could e:;i]y have ol;tn o
in Rome the centre of Twiperial powc,.m;ed
yvhich i would be diffieult to suppose attai;mbm
in any other of the Babylons, which ouy mogd )
Papiaphobists have extemporised ; 2° Doy e‘n l
his exhortations to obedience ’to mlersem.: “
governors would point to the conolusign tim.t, l]lld
was writing uader the shade of the imperi-:i
wing: 3° Whilst his sending Sitvanus, why “
St. Paul’s companion, to bear the letter “nd;
me‘ntioning St. Mark, whom all aljow to’h:m
“:nt.ten his gospel at Nome, as salutine btk
circumstances point to the same conolusi;’n

If any further evidence were wantine to.thi-
overwhelming body of testimonics, it 1;0111[1 },;.
found in the disputes of ouradversaries amongs;
themselves, and in the ridiculous theories w!nick
have becn advaneced in order to fing for :hvi.;

poor evicted Babylon * u loeal habitation ang a
pame.”  They had better have loft it, where
the ancient Futhers had placed it, ut least il
they had found it a decent resting pluce, 70
Capellus and others take Babylon to meun
Jerusalem. 2° Bar-Iebrreus understands itol
the heuse in Jerusalem where the Apostles
were assembled on the day of Pentecost, 3¢
Others place it on the Tigris and identity i
with Scleuciz or Qtesiphon.  4° Others take it
0 be Buboul in the Delta, u little noyih of
Fostat or old Cairo between 1pper and Lower
Hgypt. A tradition to this effect i3 said 4,
exist in the Coptic Chureh; whilst a tradision
that St. Mark the conmpunion of St. eter s
bishop of Alexandria, is supposed to strengthen
this theory. The §fth and last supposition, ang
the one most relied upon by our adversaries, iy
that by Babylon was intended the old Bnhﬂnn
of the Assyrians.  The valuo of this asserying
will best he leurnt from the wuature of he
arguments by whiell it is sought to be establisl.
ed. A learned Cambridge scholor (Lightfoor)
in a sermon preached at St. Mury’s, C:tmbridg.;é,
can ounly find the following: it © was one of
the greatest koots of Jews in tho world, aud
Peter was the minister of the circumeision:
and Bosor (2, Pet. II. 15.) speaks Peter i
Babylon, it being the Chaldee or Syriac pronun.
ciation of DPcthior in Num, XXTIT1. 5. Suck are
the flimsy arguments which modern Protestant
scholars are content to advance against tie
universal testimony of Clwistiun antiquity,
Assurcdly they rely greatly wpon either the
eredulity and ignoranoe, or the bigotry of' their

co-religionists, SACERDOY,
e e et - -

L ducation cannot be made purely secular, o
43 the cant phrase goes  unseetarion,” it' it he
carried beyond the rudiments of reading, writ-
ing, and arithmetic. It it he extended beyand
these, into the domain el history, geography,
or any of the ologics it must needs be +see-
tarian,” or complicated with theology and the
religious element,  This truth, so eften in
sisted upon by Cutholics, as an unanswerable
argument  against ¢ mixed ' or  * connnon
schoole,” Is strongly uveed by the Loades
Tinres o —-

“Mr., Herbert must be assumed to include in bis
e, history, geography, geology, logic—not to men-
tion other subjects; and notone of these canle
studied without touching upen questions en which
mankind are, and will be, for ever divided. What
is Beotel history with the words ‘Pope, King, Pre-
lacy, Covenant’ eut out of it 7 Geography must re-
cognise the existent diversities of religious leliel,
and their inlluence on national progress, and char-
acter, CGceology invelves many dissented questiens:
and Logic raises tho whole contreversy as to the
Tasis of belief, being as it is only annther word fit
what Dr, Newman has styled the Grammar of A-
sent."— 7'cmes.

There must then noeds be, a Catholic His
tory, and a Protestant Ifistory; a Catholic
Geography and u Protestunt Geography—and
so on throughout the whole chapter of de
scionces.  If all these be oxoluded from cou-
mon schaol cdueation, then eowmon schoel
education is not worth the trouble, and the
money that it costs.  If they are included, aul
as both cannot be taught us trae in the sumf
school—as the one is the contradictory of the
other—it is cvident that injustice is perpetrated
if Catholic History and Catholic Gieography b
enforeed upon Protestant pupils ; or if Prt
testant Tlistory and Protestant Geography le
thrust down the throats of Gatholie pupils
From this dilemma there is no possibility af
escape,  Comnmor schools must he cither wouth
less, or sectuvian,

e+ o

iy Mopky REPusLic—This is neo ale
gether « nice place to live in, if’ the following,
which we find in the telezraphic roperts from
the United States, be 2 fair specimen of the
mouner in which life and property arc thete
proteeted. It scoms that on the 10th inst., “
2 place ealled Talaguab, a man whe was 00 Jus
trial for murder was acquitted, Vhercupol 3
relative of tho murdered man, by way of ex
pressing his dissent from the finding of the
@ourt, shot the defendant dead, and then serve
the Judge on the Bench in » similaf' mARDEr,
T'his provoked an expression of public opmm;l,
in the shape of a free fight, the goursen
which seven persons were killed outright, &
s many more were wounded.




