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SPROVINCIAL RIGHT is FEDRVM.WRONG.-The
Inter-Provincial Conference at Quebec concluded
with a social meeting, at which the premiers each
and severally expressed the belief that much practi.

-cal gaad had resulted Iromn the meeting. Upon
many important points the representatives were
able ta arrive at an unanimous conclusion. Tt will
bie some time belote a full report of the proceedings
is in the possession oîthe public, but it oueht ta be
a source of plcasure ta ail tu iearn that the confer-

// ence was in somc goodly measisre a success. And
* e/p'y et ta judge by the tone ai the straight-out Tory

press, there is no ground for congratulation ini this.
The effort to find a solution of the difliculties which
threaten the very existence of the cor.fcdcration,

~V they narrowly regard as an attempt ta overthrow
~ 9the present Dominion Governoment. Sir John

Macdonald's curt refusai ta take part in the conter-
once indicates that tbis is aise bis idea. Tt ivaul l be fair ta say, in
view af tbis, that in the opinion af Sir John and bis Party Injustice
te the Provinces and Conservative Rule are synonymous terris.
Thse veriest enemy couid say notbing mare damaging than this.

FooR BISHOP CLEARY AND 1its GRIEVAN~C.-It is reaUlyto
bad about poor Bishop Cleary. Gttsr's sympaîhetic hesert is touche
at thse exhibition of grief now being made by that gond cecclesiastic.
To tbink tisai the Trustees of Kingston should have ejected children
front the Public Schools ai that city, simply because their parents
were paying their taxes for the support oi Separate schools. WVhat
very unreasonable persans those tiustees mst bie 1 And yet, wlsen
yeu came ta think of it, dear ]3isbop, there is sonsething ta be said
on tîseir side af thse question. Supposing, now, tinat the law had

granted Separate Schools ta the Free-Thinkers of Kingston,
would'nt yau and the people of your Church think it prctty cool if
those Free-Thinkers insisted on using the Public Scisools while they
paid their taxes ta their awn ?

A RUsi WAY or LooKING Ar Ir.-SôMe ai aur esteemned con-
temporaries have Ilsoured " on Mayor loiaand, and amongat the
gravai9t accusations they, bring against him ia this-that there is
mare drinking, or at least mort arrests for dlrunkenness, in the city
now than bcfore tise passage af tise Fleming by-law. N~o doubt, ia
due course, the mayas ivili answer for hîmseli, although hie bas
announced bis retirement iroin office. But we are a little puzzled
over the logic involvcdl here. I'resuming that the mayor is
responsible for the Fleming by-law, we scarcely se how a dimi-
nution of the saloons can increase the drinking ; but issuming
that itlibas had this remarleable effect, wvhat would thesc journalistic
brethren do about fi ? That is tise main question, and fi is pretty
clear fram the style oi criticism ilhey indulge in, that what they
wauld recammend is the repeal ai the aforesqaîd by-law. Cutting
off saloons, it would appear, increases the traffic. If the Fleming
by-law went a stop further, antd eut them ail off, drunl<enness would
iairly boom, we suppose ; and if, after that, the manufacture and
sale of the staff were tatally prohibited throughaut the Dominion,
the liquor dealers would revel in glory. This stsunds a luttle para-
doxical, but it is the reasoning of able journalists, and ai the ri.sk af
ail the calamities implled, we would lie willing ta see the doctrine
practically carried out. Let it ba dane ai once. Tt would entirely
please bath prohbbtianists and liquor dcalers, and it îsn't overy day
you can hit upon a seheme which will do tîsat. Our citizens are ta
have an olportuISity of voting on an extension at the Flemning by-law
shortly, and we hardly thînk they will take tIse Runs view ai the
subject.

NORQUAY'S CAKE is DouGs.-Tse Red River Valley Railway
lias hadi another serious set-back, the contract for uts early compte.
tion isaving ai the last moment fallen thraugls. Tîsere is little
prospect, siow, of the fine being in aperation this year, and the
farniers and merchants af Manitoba will feel corresp<sndingly de-
pressed. Runors airc agaîn flying about that Noiquay's gancl faith
is doubted ; that hie and thse syndicate Il'understanc ach ather,"
etc., but nothing bas yet appeared ta justify these seriaus insinua-
tions, which are in ail probabiiîy the ofispring of political maievo.
fence.

MARIN' A PREACHER OF IKE.

I AIN'T much at tellin' a story, and I can't talk as glib as I'd like,
For I didn't swallow no dictionaries like my coliege-bred brother-

that's Tire.
The aid people always bad kept nic a peggin' away like a mule,
While Ike learned bis grammar and classics in the big univetsîty

school,

And cramnied his head full oi baok knawledge, while father paid
ail of the fées

By the selling of turnips and barley, b>' tise selling ai wheat and ai
pes.

He said 1 was too muddle-headed ta bother with books and the bike,
But he'd try and do well by thse fansily by makin' a preacher at Ike.

So brother ie went ta thse collage, and 1 slaved away on the faim

charmn
Till I feil dead in love with my Mailly, and thought we would wedin thse faîl;
Then I found we had nathin' ta start svitls, for thse preacher had

talien ;t ail,

Sa I spoke bitter words ta tise aid folks for keepin' me siavin' so long
To psy for my brother's book-larnin', thougis I knew et the time it

Ivas wrong;
And I said things that day ta the aId foîkas tîsat I shudder ta think

a bout naov,
And I loft 'cmn alone on the homcstead witb no ane ta lsclp 'etm ta

plaw.

Then 1 searclsed for a place ils tise city, %,hore I might earn enough
ta lay by

A littie eacls weck, tli I'd salted sufficient for Mol>' andi 1
Sa I hunted, and hunteci, and hunted, but I couidn't get nothin'

ta do,
And I'd <lied if it wasn't for Molly-twas hier chcerfulness carried

me through.


