&

S,

i

L

SERTR FRRLLATREITR LERS

W\

R

\ ----i-;;i;éeé;; ;-....--

A

=

{

hs

|
I‘
|

Chureh,

=g

, « Gtand pe in the waps, and see, and ask for the O Paths, where is the good wap, and walk thercin and pe shall fimd rest for pour souls.”—JereMIsH, vi. 16.
e
Vorumg XIII.; No. 20.] TORONTO, CANADA, THURSDAY. DECEMBER 13,1849. [Wrore NuMBER, DCXLIX-
%h.—_ T — e S e — :
} Poctrp. ing ready the way ' of the Lord, and in * turning the | quite enough- What was very interesting from the | 1 had always a strong predilection for crocodile | upon very insufficient data, we believe, to Yanioa, { rian, but theywould not suffer their rules to be outraged
i 5z hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just."— | pen of Belzoni fades into dreadful twaddle when treat- | shooting, and had destroyed several of these dragons | where was preparing an expedition to crush a sort of | or their rights to be trampled vnder foot. Io the mon~

JOHN THE BABTIST.

When Christ the Lord would come on earth,
His messenger before Him went §

The greatest born of mortal birth,
And charg'd with words of deep intent.

The least of all that here attend
Hath honour greater far than he ;

He was the Bridegroom’s joyful friend, 2
His body and His spouse are we.

A higher race, the sons of light,
Of water and the Spirit born §
He the last star of parting night,
And we the children of the moran.

And as he boldly spake Thy word,

And joy'd to hear the Bridegroom's voice,
Thus may Thy pastors teach, O Lord,

And thus Thy hearing Church rejoice !
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DECEMBER 16tn, 1849.—THIRD SUNDAY
IN ADVENT.

In the Collects of the two preceding Sundays in
Af"lvtllt, the grace of God has been implored : firstly,
e general purpose of enabling us to ** cast off the |
'P'kl of darkncss, and to put upon us the armour of
;" secondly for the particular purpose of deriving
s, instructions, and encouragements to do this,
fom a diligent and profitable perusal of the Scriptures.
In e Collect for the Third Sunday in Advent, we are
ted to pray for that grace upon his ministers, that
ey may be fitted for the discharge of the sacred
te with which they are invested, and powerfully
Bssisted in the accomplishment of the great purpose
for which they are appointed. In that prayer you
ve been reminded, that at his first coming, which
You are shortly to commemorate, our Lord Jesus Christ
his send his messenger, John the Baptist, to prepare
way before him : and you pray him to grant, that
Ministers and stewards of his mysteries may like-
: 8o prepare and make ready his way, by turning
the liearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the
i““, that at his second coming to judge the world, we
;l,:y be found an acceptable people in his sight, who
f“l and reigoeth with the Father and the Holy
irit, ever one God, world withou? end.”

80ng to level the roads before them.

jects which the Collect brings before us.
as we have done, the claims and character of God's

s . and to reverence and assi ose w
The allusions made here to John the Baptist, as | . . gist those whio ate s‘tewards o
his mysteries, and messengers to prepare his ways.—

2 me :pare the w i -
upo:)sf;:gerr:;g:;pz;ia:fer:y :‘]t]'c:: I:: ;i’;::“:“"d We beg you reader to meditate upon these words, and
P! P 'Theqe mesger:. then to pray, in the expressive language of the Collect
? €0= | for those who we hope will be found, not only St.

Tnstead of prying into our defects, do that which affords
the best prospect of remedying them. Increase your
attention ; hear what we preach; compare it with the
Seriptures ; and if we say the truth, then follow our
faith ; profit by our admonitions ; practise our coun-
sels.”

“ Finally, my brethren,”” (I here take up the words
of St. Paul,) ¢ Finally, my brethren, pray for us, that
the word of the Lord may have free course, and be
glorified.”

«If it be asked, why you should pray for us, when
we have the promise that Christ will be with us to the
end of the world; the reasons are strong; 1 shall set | ters of most agreeable writing, replete with information
them before you in a few words. ! on most interesting points. For this we are indebted

“ Pray for us" first, and especially, because you are ' to a dull evening in “an old country-house,” wherein
directed to do so in Scripture.  St. Paul, himself, re- | were sfored away the ponderous volumes” which
quired the prayers of his fellow Christians to implore | the author in hisgvarious peregrinations among the mo-
God's blessing on his ministry. ‘ nasteries of the Levant and elsewhere had contrived

“ Pray for us,” because prayer is one of the means | to possess himself of not by dint of * begging, borrow-
through which God has ordained that all his bounties ' ing, or stealing,” as is the custom with some book col-
should be sought, and is a proper acknowledgment lectors, but by process of honest patient bargaining
Bath of your dependence, und that he isthe Author o' with Agsuuevor and movks, who, though for the most
~every good and perfect gift."" 5 part tolerably awake to the value of their manuscripts,

Lastly. “ Pray for us,” because sincere and ear- | were in most instances utterly incompetent to decypher
nest prayer will naturally dispose you to a sincere and | a page of their contents, usif,g the goodly volumes as
earnest co-operation with us in our important work.— | footstools, or carelessly throwing them aside in dusty
He, who sincerely prays for God's grace upon his | cupboards.  Taking these treasures from the book-
winisters, will not be anxious to scan their faults and | case in which they had been deposited, says Mr. Cur-
search out their weaknesses; he will have in view | zon,—

other and higher objects; he will be intent upon the “T turned over their wide vellum leaves, and admi-
attainment of the momentous purposes for which the | red the antiquity of one, and the gold and azure whieh
o lpinisters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of | gleamed upon the pages of another. The sight of
God,” were appointed: he will regard with respect and | these books brought before my mind many scenes and
affection, the messengers that Jesus hus sent before | recollections of the countries from which they came,
him to “prepare his way." He will remember the | and I said to myself, I know what I will do: I will
awful account, which both the minister and the con- | write down some account of the most curious of these
gregation must one day give; and he will, with all his | manuscripts, and the places in which they were found,
heart, aim at assisting him in the discharge of his | as well as some of the adventures which I encountered
oﬂi?e.; and will feelingly join him in the important | in the pursuit of my venerable game."

petitions, which the Church has this day set before us. |  The result of this determination is this delectable
“ O Lord Jesus Christ, who at thy first coming didst | book, a bright and lively emanation from a happy and
send thy messenger to prepare thy way before thee ; | a cheerful mind—the unpretending vet highly interest-
grant that the miunisters and stewards of thy myste- | ing and amusing “ jotting down"' of an. educated tra-

ed of by Harriet Martineau, despite her peculiar
talents, We wish for no more *wonderiug why the
Pyramids were built,”" nor do we care to ascertain the
exact proportions of the great toe of Rameses. Such
investigations partaketoo much of the humdrum school.
The volume now before us is of a totally distinet spe- |
cies, and possesses metal most attractive in our eyes.
It treats of thoroughly-out-of-the-way and almost un-
trodden spots and scenes, and in detailing the adven-
tures which befell him in his rambles in the east in
quest of ancient manuscripts, the author has contrived
to present to the reader some eight and twenty chap-

of the waters. On one occasion I saw, a long way off,
a large one twdve or fifteen feet long, lying asleep
under a perperdicular bank about ten feet high, on
the margin of the river. I rtopped the boat at some
distance, and roting the place as well as I could, I
took a circuit inland, and came down cautiously to |
the top of the bank, whence, witha heavy rifle, I made |
sure of my ugy game. 1 had already cut off his head
in imaginatioy, and was considering whether it should
be stuffed wita its mouth open or shut. I peeped
over the bank There he was, within ten feet of the
sight of the rfle. I was on the point of firing at his
eve, when I thserved that he was attended by a bird
called a ziczie. It is of the plover species, of agray-
ish colour, ayd as large as a small pigeon. The bird
was walkingup and down close to the crocodile’s nose.
I suppose Imoved, for suddenly it saw me, and instead
of flying awy, as any respectable bird would have
done, he junped up about a foot from the ground,
<creamed *Zezac! ziezac!’ with all the powers of
its voice, apl dashed himself against the crocodile’s
face two of three times. The great beast started up,
and, immediately spying his danger, made a jump up
into the zir, and, dashing into the water with a splash
which evered me with mud, he dived into the river
and disippeared.  The ziczac, to my increased admi-
ration,proud, apparently, of having saved his friend,
remaied walking up and down, uttering his cry, as 1
thouglt; with an exuliing voice, and standing every
now atd then on the tips of his toes in a conceited
mannei which made me justly angry with his imperti-
nence. After having waited in vain for some time to
see whaher the crocodile would come out again, I got
up fron the bank where I was lying, threw a clod of
earth a the ziczae, and came back to the boat, feeling
some emsolation for the loss of my game in haviog
witnesed a circumstance, the truth of which has been
disputel by several writers on natural history.”

Thee, however, are but the episodes in this work,
Its realinterest lies in the graphic descriptions of the

guerilla revolution then taken in hand by some Alban-
ian chief. Haviog obtained a letter of introduction
from the Vizier to the chief personage at Mezzovo,
goliciting an_escort to protect him from the robbers,
Mr. Curson, singularly enough, falls in with the cap-
tain of the robbers in the market-place of that town,
and delivering to him his letter, obtains of him by
way of joke the very thing he was in quest of. Arm-
ed with this passport, the party approach Mount Pio-
dus, where Mr. Curson, though he fornd his way
among the defiles by the help of a robber escort, yet
seems to have lost his classical lore, for he s peaks of
Pindus as

« A mountain famous for having had Mount Ossa
put on the top of it by some of the giants when ‘they
were fighting agaiust Jupiter. ~As that respected de-
ity got the better of the giants, I presume he put Ossa
back again, for which I felt very mnch obliged to him,
as Pindus seemed quite high enough and steep enough
without any addition."

With one usually so correct we are surprised to find
such a mistake, even though it may have been com-
mitted for the sake of the concluding passage. What
says the poet who took upon himself to describe the
operations of the “respected Deity,” when undoing
the labours of the giants ?

“ Tum pater omnipotens misso perfregit Olympum

“ Fulmine, et excussit subj-cto Pelion Osse.”

Having vindicated Pindos from any participation
in this mythological emeute, which, like some more
modern affairs, seems to have rested on very insecure’
foundations, we gladly shake hands again with his de-
tractor, and jog on with him down the course of the
Peneus to Meteora, where the abode “of the monas-
tic brotherhood upon rock aeriel’” is thus fitly deseri-
bed : —

“The scenery of Meteora is of a very singular kind.
The end of a range of rocky hills seems to have been
broken off by some earthquake or washed away by the
Deluge, leaving only a series of 20 or 30 tall, thin,
smooth, needle-like rocks, many hundred feet in height;

aothor’) visits to the various monasteries which lie
scatterd over the plains of Egypt aud Abyssinia, and | some like gigantic tusks, some shaped like sugar loaves,
| and some like vast stalagmites. These rocks surroand

ries may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, | veller while roaming through those lands endeared to
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom | ali as the cradle of a pure faith or the early abode of |
of the just; that at thy second coming to judge the | the arts and poetry. Oh, that all dull days, whether |
world, we may be found an acceptable people in thy | in town or country, would lead to such .smisf'acmry !
sight; who livest and reignest with the Father and | results! It is too much, however, to expect that

the Ho'l’y Spirit, ever one God, world without end.— | every man who is doomed to undergo the penalty of a |
men. ; dull day within the next six weeks in England should "
Tag Erstie.—1 Cor. iv. 1.—It can hardly be | either possess the materials for making a pleasant book ‘
necessary that we should state, much less labour to | or the ability to mould them to such a purpose.  We |
shew, how St. Puul, in this Epistle, enforces, almost in | must be content with the goods the gods provide us, i
the selfsame words, and altogether in matter, the sub- | and rely’on Mr. Curzon for another peep into his bnuk-‘ i
He declares | case, for we shrewdly suspect that he has abundant :
materials for a second volume, while the present fully |
attests his ability. We may, indeed, say, with perfect |
justice, that there isan easy, gentlemanlike style about

him —a fund of humour combined with correct judg- |
ment in the heart of storytelling, which renders him |
a most acceptable companion even to those who may
be indifferent to the value set upon ancient uncial

mini ters—he informs us who is to be their judge.—
He advises his converts to leave judgment to the Lord,

| Aaseha, who had graciously intimated his intention of

to thos which are either perched on the alinost inac- |

cessibb crags on Thessaly or abound among the sweet | a beautiful grassy plain, on three sides of which there
defilesof Mount Athos, now better known, from the | grow groups of detached trees, like those in an English
very mundance of these foundations, as the Monte | park.  Some of the rocks shoot up quite clean and
Sancte  Through each and all of these districts it is,  perpendicularly from the smooth green grass j some are
indeeq, pleasant to pick our way with one so alive to | in clusters, sowe stand alone like obelisks."

the bauties of nature, so sensible of the narrow boun- | On the tops of these rocks there now remain seven
dary vhich separates the sublime from the ridiculons, | monasteties, out of more than thrice that number.
so cotstantly on the point of turning his own engross- | Arrived at the base of that rock erowned by the uion-
ing pursuits into suhjects of merriment, as is My, | astery of St. DBarlaam, a gun was fired off, a substi:
Carzn.  Whether we dwell with him on the dreadful | tute for *koocking at the door in more civilized pla-
catattrophe in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, ! ces.” This summons was presently avswered by
where hundreds of pilgrims were trodden to death in “ gome one in the sky,” whose voice came down to the
thei eager anxiety to witness the miracle of the Holy travellers like the cry of a bird, and, afier much par-
Fire, or smile with him at the evident absurdiry and | leying and dewur as to the admission of his robber
inconsisteney of the Greek and Armenian patriarchs  escort, the author and his servants made good their
in deferring the miracle till the arrival of. Ibraham footing within the sacred walls in the following fashion,
after he had attached a letter of introduction to a thiu
cord.”  This being no doubt a * satisfactory refer-
ence.'’

Lonourivg the * lighting of the holy fire with his pre-
sence, we are struck with the force of his pathos and

asteriex of St. Basil, all the members of the society had
equal rights—they ate in common, they prayed in com-
mon, everything was bought and seld for the benefit
of the community at large. Tears fell from the eyes
of some of the particularly virtuous mouoks; other
stamped upon the ground, and showed a thoroughly
rebellious spirit.  As for me, I kept aloof, waiting te
see what might be the result. The Agoumenos, wh

was evidently & man of superior abilities, calmly en=
deavoured to explain. Il told the unroly brethren
exactly what the sum was for which he had sold the
books, and said that the money was not for his own
private use, but to be laid out for the benefit of all, i
the same way as the ordinary revenues of the monas-
tery, which, he added, would soon prove insufficient if
s0 large a portion of them continued to be divided

Bers frequently had to fill up deep vallies, made b
N y the 53 U " & .
:’lountain torrents, and to level hills—and cut roads tlrz:zlisn il::if:':{e (;a—ll-et(}il b.sn;ccessor(sl, t])ut wo;llnly
Tough mountains. This represents the duty of g P e e ny 0

God's ministers, who must make smooth all the ob- o

MSS. and early editions of the fathers, To the sym-
pathy of those, however, who are cunning in such iore,
and can estimate the worth of an Evangelistarium, ora
Coptic psalter of the 4th century, and can gloar over

< e 2 Tue GosPEL.— . xi. 2.— i
Btacles raised by human prejudices and passions, and | 1 e oG : o B;Iatt » f el hlnve. sid,
pur to,_prepare our hearts to receive Christ in his ospels has some_refererice or allusion 1o |

teed without the zealous and affectionate aid, and co-
Operation of their flock; you are, therefore, remined

oAy “ Prestivs us wia 3 CUauiuBiL Busnet o an |
question, whether he were the person whose Advent or

coming many people expected, from the declarations of

the brilliant hues of an illuminated missal, the abours

of Mr. Curzom in the good cause wiil appeal, with most
A VRTINS 1 LS gorges s

him into an Arab ambuscade while journeying from
the Holy City to St. Sabba through the valley of Je-

SBAIMEET R LIV YRE BGGE Srn

© Quarters to degrade, and ‘o decry the clergy. Advan-

9f the importance of their work, and the holy charac-
ter of their office ; you are directed to mention them
I your prayers, as ‘ MINISTERS AND STEWARDS OF
T™Me Mysreries of Gop."”
~ Hence they claim, upon the strongest grounds,
Teverence and obedience in all lawful things connected
With their sacred calling.  The authority with which
‘_ y are invested is Christ s authority. The commis-.
Sion they bear is Christ's. The aid which is promised
them is the aid of the Spirit. They act in the name
“your, and their great Lord and Master, they are his
ambassadors ;" they are “ stewards of the mysteries
wGod; they proclaim the gracious offers of pardon
d galvation; they direct you to the kingdom of
Gog,
For the ministers of God, then, however invidious
the task, we must claim your deference and respect.
e claimn it not as individuals; but for the sacred
Office which we hold. Speaking as individuals, we
Way take up the bold and independent language of the
pPostles; we may say “ with me it isa emall thing
that [ should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment.”
his is of comparatively trifling importance to us.—
e have a much more solemn and awful account to
l'lve; to our own Muster we must stand or fall. DBut
With reference to the sacred commission which we
tar, we must intreat, we must claim your obedience
nd reverence; we must claim it because it is a part
f your Christian duty ; it is essential to your spiritual
Welfare; to render owr preaching effectual ; and to
Promote the great interests of true religion and virtue.
In the present times, it is painful to observe the
Dumeroys and systematic efforts making in  many

tage is taken of the well-known propensity of human
ture to delight in contemplating and maguifying
defeos and evils. Calumnious, false, and defamatory
Statements are put forth. Words and actions are
"_Ost. disingenuously perverted; motives misconstrued ;
".lght errors are exaggerated ; and actual delinquen-
Cies of individuals are made the ground of soeers and
Isinyations against the whole body. It is artfully

ept out of sight that the clergy are but men, and
®annot be free from errors and infirmities ; that in a

e body of men there must be some badmen;
that eyven among the twelve Apostles a Judas Is-
Carjot was to be found, and that while every fault of
the clergy is eagerly blazoned abroad, till it becomes
'_ln astonishment, and an hissing,”’ laymen, under
Similar circumstances, neither excite surprise, DOr even
Rttract notice.

We cannot but regard these efforts,
8re in many instances from quarters in which
®use of ignorance and thoghtlessness cannot be pleaded,
V'.e cannot but regard them as commonly having in
View objects beyond that of vilifying the clergy- They
aim at the subversion of religion. They are pestilent
and dangerous effusions, emanating from that spirit of
Wfidelity, and scepticism, which too largely prevails in

aimed as they
the ex-

the prophets?  John, at that time in prison, sent dis-
ciples to ask him—* Art thou he that should come, or
do we look for another ?”  The reply of Jesus was an
appealto miracles which he performed before theireyes,
and he desired them to report to John what they had
seen and heard. When these things were told John,
his question was answered-—Jesus must be the person
that should come; they need not look for another.—
Our Lord, also, applies to Joho, the prophecy which
had foretold him in the character in which he is allu-
ded to in the Collect. “This is he of whom it is
written—Behold I send my messenger before thy face,
which shal! prepare thy way before thee."

hosaphat.  The spirit with which this incident is
told is great, and may he taken as a good sample of
our author's style. [Its length, however, preciudes
the possibility of extraction; not so his account of
another adventure which he encountered on his return, |
and this, as possessing interest to the naturalists and |
classical scholar, we cannot refrain from transfercing to
our columns.

“ We made a somewhat singular discovery when tra-
velling among the mountains to the east of the Dead Sea,
where the ruins of Aminon, Jerash, Adjeloun weil repay
the labour and fatigue encountered in visiting them.
It was a remarkable hot and sultry day; we were
scrambling up the mountain through a thick jungle of
bushes aud low trees, when I saw before me a fine

: England.”) plum-tree, loaded with fresh bloowing plums. I eried
The Lessons for the day are fitted to awaken US | ;. ¢, my fellow traveller, * Now, then, who will ar-

from the sleep of sin and sloth, that we may lead alife | 00 Gooe at the plum-tree ? and as he caught a glimpse
of holiness, We hear of the conquest of Christ_ OVET | ¢ &0 refreshing an object, we both pressed our horses
the great enemy and his proud Babylon, the city of linto a gallop to see which would get the first plum
confusion : which is a figure of the wicked world. We | from the branches. We both arrived at the same
hear of the raising up of the church in its stead ; the % moment, and, each snatching at a fine ripe plum, put
kingdom of peace and righteousness, and the final con- | ;, at once into our mouths, when, on biting it, instead |
quest of sin and death by the resurrection of the dead. 1‘ of the cool, delicious, juicy fruit which we expected.
We may plainly trace, in the words of the prophet, the | our mouths were filled with a dry bitter dust, and we
dust raised from the grave, and the happy souls called | g4y |\ jor the trees upon our horses sputtering and

out of their intermediate chambers of rest and joy to | hemming, and Coing all we could to be relieved of the
We then percei-

enter their gloriously raised bodies. Our Lord Him= | . cous taste of this strange froit.
self said afterwards, “Iam the resurrection and the | ved, and to my great delight, that we had discovered
life : he that believeth in me though he were dead, yet | 4} famous apple of the Dead Sea, the existence of
shall he live” (John xi.). And here, by the P""Ph.e" I which has been doubted and canvassed since the days
He says, “ Thy dead men shall live ; together v;vnh | of Strabo 2nd Pliny, who first described it. Many
my dead body (the first-fruits of the .resurre?uon) travellers bave given descriptions of other vegetable
shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the | productions which bear some analogy to the one de-
dust ; for thy dew is as the de"f of herl?s. and the earth scribed by Pliny; but up to this time no one had met
shall cast out the dead” .(lsamh xxvi. 19). In that | oo the thing itself, either upon the spot mentioned
great day of terror and triumph, when the Lord shall ' by the ancient authors or elsewhere. 1 brought se-
descend from the right hand of the father, .surrounded veral of them to England. They are a kind of a gall
with innumerable angels, and sea'ted on His lhl:one of nut. I found others afterwards upon the plains of
judgment, He shall absolve the rlghteous, whoin that | p.o but there can be no doubt whatever oo hdaidh
day shall find the mercy fo{' which they hoped and | 1, applz of Sodom to which Strabo and Pliny referred.
prayed ; and condemn the wwke(.l, f"h(’ would not, by | Some of those which I brought to England were given
forsaking sin, gccept of mercy while it was to.be found, | ¢4 the Linnzean Society, who published an engraving
and now must.fell under.thestroke of eu-ernal judgment. | of them and a description of their vegetable abealinris
The P?“"““ says, in agreement with the song of  tieg in their Transactions; bot, as they omitted to
this Evening's Lesson.‘ “My song shall be of mercy | explain the peculiar interest attached to them in con-
and judgment: unto Thee, O Lord, will Ising" (Ps. ] sequence of their having been sought for unsuccess-
¢i.). And every one who reflects on the unchange- fully for above 1,500 years, they excited little atten-
able course of merey and judgment, and resolves to 1_iy | tion; though, as the evidence of the truth of what
from the throne of judgment to the seat of mercy, will 't faaae long been considered as a vulgar fable, they are
add with the Psalmist, * O,let me have understand- | fairly 1o be classed among the most curious produc-
ing .lhe way of godliness !"—t.hat way.which bz G.Od tions which have been brought from the Holy Land."
for its beginning, and God for its end, in endless bliss. 1t is not a little remarkable that it fell to Mr. Cur-

| zon's 1ot to furnish proof of the veracity of another
and a far more suspicious anthor than either Pliny or
= : S | Strabo.  The ¢ Father of History,” as Herodotus
EHavlng been disappointedin obtaining the works | g been justly termed, has obtained, as all know who
which we purposed criticisiog this month, we present | yre conversant with his writings, the unenviable dis-

(From % A Companion to the services of the Church of

~ Ouor flonthly Review.

———

«the present day. :
Do you, my brethren, be upon your guard against
them. Do yon remember the sacred office; the high
Buthority with which we are invested ; the important
Objects for which we are to strive 5 the awful account
Which we have to give. Let it not be your employment
ere, to busy yourselves in censuring our conduct as in-
Widuals, in scauning our imperfections, in criticising
our style, in despising our infirmities. These are not
the purposes for which you ecome to the temple of the
Most High. You come to hear the word of God
Tead and explained; your own duties set forth; to
Correct your own errors ; to pray for your own sin;
earn to work out your own salvation. Account of us,
then, ¢ a5 of the ministers of Christ,

e mysteries of God.” ~ Co-operate with usin ** mak- | Pyramids.”

to | had belonged to the ordinary class of such books,

and stewards of | about palm trees, and camels, and reflections on the

our regdera with an interesting review from the Lon- ‘ tinction of being a great fabulist. By some, indeed,
don Times] | he had been roundly styled the father of anything else
\ Visits o THE MonasTeries 1 THE LEVANT, by the | but history, It cannot be denied that wuch of his
Hon. Robert Curzon, jun. John Murray, Albe- | narrative borders on the incredible, and nowhere so
marle-street. 1849. much as where he enters upon observations of the

1 This work is a most welcome addition to the stock | habits .Of aninals and birds. Amo‘n(.v, these so-called
of * Travels in the East,” and chiefly because it dif- | fables is the story of the ziczac, a ffll'd frequenting the

! fers essentially from any which have ever before fallen | Nile, on the banks of which river it delights to play
under our notice, whether the subject matter or the | the part of dry nurse to the crocodile, ever guarding
mode of handling it be considered. Mr. Curzon would | that monster with the most watchful anxiety as he
have been quite right in apologizing to the public for | takes his siesta, and arousing .him .ﬁ:mu bis slumbers
his offspring as an * unwarrantable tntrosien’” if it | on the approach of danger. This traitin natural history
has frequently been doubted ; and, as any corrobora-

which he ot inaptly characterizes as “little volumes
must be possessed of great interest, we subjoin Mr.

the puugency of his satire. "The Mahometan prince
for whose convenience this Christian miracle was thus
delayed is represented by the author to have been
“ an enlightened man for a Turk.”  This, to be sure, \
way not be saying much, unless his father be taken as

shoald also i

t’he‘ average sample of the class, but we
R MM - gl ;:
are to be ascribed more to the system of eastern war-
fare than to the savage disposition of their com-
mander.””  Io this apology there is no doubt much
truth, and the volume now hefore us abounds in in-
stances which amply testify the small value set upon
human life by eastern rulersand their subjects. This
is often evinced by the summary manner of adminis-
tering justice, and we have before us a specimen of
the performanees of Mohamed Bey, a defterdar or ac-
countant, who has been sent by the Sultanto Mchemet
Ali on the doubtful errand of demanding the imperial
revenue from that great subject. This defterdar,
who we are informed, in our author’s quiet way, * died
rather suddenly after drinking a cup of coffee, a beve-
rage which oceasionally disagrees with the great men
in Turkey,” was honoured with the hand of a daughter
of the Pasha in marriage, and dwelt in Cairo, where
he was a great man, surroundea by kawasses, a species
of military servant, allotted by the Government to
those whom it delights to honour.  Against one of
these officials a poor woman one day lodged a com-
plaint, to the effect that he had drunk her milk and
refused to pay its value, which she estimated at five
paras, a para being the 40th part of 23d. How does
this dignitary decide this complaiut when called upon
to sit as our local judges do? We shall see :—

“ The sensitive justice of the defterdar was roused
by this complaint. He asked the woman 1f she shoold
know the person who had stolen her milk, were she
to see him again ? The woman said she should, upon |
which the whole household was drawn out before her, \
and looking round she fixed upon a man as the thief, ’

|

3 Very well,” said the defterdar. *I hope you are sure

of your man, and that you have not made a false ac-

cusation before me. Ile shall be ripped open, and if
the milk is found in his stomach, you shall receive |
vour five paras; but if there is no wmilk found, you
shall he ripped up in turn for accusing oue of my
household unjustly.’ The unfortunate kawass was

cut apen on the spot; some milk was found in him, |
and the woman received her five paras.”

The mode of administering justice is characteristic
not so much of the individual, bat of the customs and :
habits of the east, and where subjects can be found to |
submit to peril their lives in a civil suit for five paras, |

it is not unlikely that each man has in his turn his
own way of righting himself, and that what would be |
stigmatized by ue as most dreadful atrocities nre looked
upon even by the victims as everyday occurrences.
Indeed, we suspect that there is absolute verity in the
following summary of the character of Ibrahim Pasha,
and in the conclusion to which Mr. Curzon has arrived
when subjecting him to the ordeal of comparison with '
others who ought to practise what they preach.

“Ile was as brave as a lion; his habits and ideas
were rough and coarse 3 he had but little refinement |
in his composition 3 but, althuugh 1 bhave often seen ;
him abused for his cruelty in FEuropean newspapers, I
never heard any well-authenticated anec lote of his
cruelty, and do not believe that he was by any means
of a savage disposition, nor that his troops rivalled in
any way the horrors committed in Algeria by the
civilized and fraternizing French.
determined soldier. Ile had that reverence and re-
spect for his father which is so much to be admired
i the patriarchal customs of the east 3 and it is not
every one who has lived for years in the enjoyment of

Christian's conscience that could get out of a scrape

tory, than that of Ibrahim Pasha.”

Journeying from the Holy Land,Mr. Cursen seems
to have betaken himself to Corfu, whence one fine day
he set out on a pilgiinage to the monasteties of St.
Barluam and Meteora, the road lying through Para-

ltion of so time-honoured a traveller as Ierodotus

Of such productions the world has had | Curzon's evidence on his behalf also :—

mathia, supposed to be the site of Dodona, though

“ After some delay a much larger rope was seen

descending, with a hook at the end, to which a strong
| net was attached.

On its reaching the rock-on which
we stood, the net was spread open j ny two seivants
sat down upon it, and the four corners beng attached
to the hook, & signal was made, and they began slowly

i Al Seibs bha ate Cwieting pannd and ronnd like a
old and mended, and the hmgfll from tsle grnumrm

the door above was, we afterwards learned, 37 fath-

among the individual members. He told them that the
monastery was poor and wanted some, and that this
larze sum would be most useful for certain necessary
expenses. But,although he nsed many unanswerable
arguments, the old brate of a librarian had completely
awakened the spirit of discord, and the ignorant monks
were ready ‘to be led into rebellivn by any one and
for any reasen, or nane. At lsst the contest waxed so
warm that the sale of the two maouseripts was almost
lost sight of, and every one began to quarrel with his
neighbour, the entire community being split into va=
rious little angry groups, ciattering, gesticulating, and
wagging their long beards. After a while the Agou=
imenos, calling my iuterpreter, said that as the monks
would not agree to let him keep the money in the vsual
way for the use of the monastery, he could have nothing
to do with it, and to my great soirow I was therefore
obliged to receive it back, and to give up the two beau«
tiful manuseripts, which I had already looked upon a8
the chief ornaments of wy library in England.  ‘The
monks all looked sadly downcast at this unexpected
termination of their noble defence of their principles,
and my only consolation was to perceive that they werer
quite as mueh vexed as I was. In fact, we felt that
we had gained a loss all round, and the old librarian
after walking up and down once or twice, with his
hands behind his back, in gloomy silence retreated to
a hole where he lived, near the library, and | saw no
more of him."”

Who will not weep with the disappointed bookworm
at being thus treated ? 1 sat down on a stone,'’ says
he, * and for the last time turned over the gilded leaves
and admired the ancient and splendid illuminations of
the larger MS., the mouks standing round e as 1
looked ut the blae cypress trees and green and gold
peacocks and intricate arabesques so characteri<tic of
the best times of Byzaotine art.”  As a last resource,
a negotiation was entered into to obtain the leave of
the Bishop of Tricala for the sale of these valuables,
and, this done, the author bad adien to the monks of
Meteora, who, as might be expected, let him dowi
very badly, being * all talkirg and scolding together™
in the windlass chamber, instead of attending to the
comfort of his descent, which was aecomplished amid
the firing of guns by his fiiends below, without the
slightest attention to the direction of the barrels or

bullets. These gentry, on learning his disappoint=

ment, offered their services to sack the monastery and
to recover his MSS., but, prudently deelining their
zealous request, though not without evident reluctance,
our anthor commenced his retreat to Mezzovo and
Paramathia, where his trip into Epirus terminates with
felaugbanie accopnt ol the, reqsRign fiyed P HI B4R

clothes, which had been well nigh swallowed up by the

| or at least for the expenses of the monastery, but the

lle was a bold, |

absolute power uncontrolied by the admonitions of a |

so well, or leave a better name upon the page of his- |

swollen torrents of Pindus —in revenge, na doubt, for
the unwarrantable liberty taken with that respectable
mountain,

oms, or 522 feet. When they reached the top, | saw
two stout wonks reach their arms out of the door and
pull in the two servauts by main force, as there was
no contrivance like a tarning crane for bringing them
nearer tothe landing-place. The whole process ap-
peared so dangerous, that [ determined to go up by
climbing a series of ludders, which were suspended by
large wooden pegs on the face of the precipice, and
which reached the top of the rock in another direction,
round a corner to the right.  The lowest ladder was
approached by a pathway leading to a rickety wooden
platform which overhung a deep gorge. From this
powmt the ladders hung perpendicularly upon the bare
rock, and I climbed up them very soou ; but toming
to oue, the lower end of which had swung away from
the top of the one below, 1 had some difficulty in
stretching across from the one to the other; and here
unluckily Ilooked down, and found tha I had turned |
a sort of angle in the precipice, and that I was not
over the rocky platform where I had left the horses,

Having obtained a firman to the * IToly Community
of Monte Sauto,” from Gregorios, * Patriarch, Arch-
bishop Universal, Metropolitan of Constantinople, &c.,
&, who, notwithstanding these titles, was in com=
plete ignorance of the existence of such a pillar of the
church as the Archtishop of Canterbury, Mr. Carzon,
in 1887, touk his departure from the golden Hern for
Mount Athos, concerning the elassical history of which
spot also, he commits an error in attributing to Ly«
sippus the well-known design of converting the pro-
montory into a staute of Alexander. That King
was certainly partial to Lysippus as a sculptor, and
would not allow any other to make a statue of him.
Mr. Curzon may, therefore, not unnatutally have
thought that no one bat Lysippus could have made
such a prodigious teuder; but its merit, if any it had,
either of that or truth, ought to be given to Dinocrates,
but that the precipice went sheer down to so tremen- | thearchitect of Alexandria, whose scheme comprehend-
dous a depth, that my head turned when I surveyed | ed, as we are told, the erection of a city in one hand,
the distant valley over which I was hanging in the air | and the excavation of a reservoir in the other—a very
like a fly on a wall. The monks in the monastery | yatural suggestion for an architect, but a most impro-
saw me hesitate, and called out to me to take courage | bable one for a statuary and sculptor. The monarch
and hold on, and, making ao effort, I overcame my | r(jected the scheme as too chimerical even for his
dizziness, and clambered up to a small iron door.
through which I creptinto a court of the mounastery,
where I was welcomed by the monks and the two ser-
vauts who had been hauled up by the rope.”

vanity ; and so we still have Nature unadorned in
Mount Athos and the nromontory of Acrathos, which
yet frown over Lemnos as erts they did when first they
1ose from the bosom of the Deluge.

Here. notwithstanding a most hospitable reception
by the Agoumenos, which was responded to by divers
fraternizing slaps on the back and a liberal display of
rosoglio, a liquor without which Mr. Curson never
attempts a book bargain with a Greek mornk, the trea-
sures of the literary remained intact,—though, says he
there was ‘‘one Bulgarian M. S which 1 could not
read, and therefore was, of course, particularly anxious
to purchase.” The books, however, in St. Barlaam
were there looked npon as sacred relicks, and they
were “preserved with a certain feeling of awe for
their antiquity and incomprehensibility.”” At the
monastery of Meteora the author met with a still
greater disappointment, for, having concluded " a
deal” with the goumenos for a large quarto MS. of
the Gospels on vellam, *one of the most beautiful of
its kind, and ornawented with miniatures, like the
Codexr Ebnerianus in the Bodlean,'* and “ another
volume of the Gospels bound in a kind of silver fila-
gree,” which “maust doubtless have been the pocket

Passing by this sccoud slip in * proper names,”’ let
us accompany our author in his visits to the monas-
teries here situate, which certainly eonstitute to our
wind the most interesting portion of his book. Thera
is a halo of sanctity about the Holy Mountain which
it is impnssib\e not to be influenced by as we pursue
the investigations of Mr. Curzon.  With the excepe
tion of the Ibly Land, there are few localities to be
compared to this promontory,  We cannot forget that
near this spot the inspired Apostle of the Gentiles
first met with earnest faith in Berzea, and that the
Gospel was {or the most part scceptable to the inha«
bitants of Thessaloniea, both of which places may be
traced in the modern Pera and Salonica. [t is not to
be wondered at, thevefore, hat the whole promontory
of Athos, measuring abont 150 miles round, and only
connected with the world by that narrow neck of land
across which Xerxes caused bis famous canal to be
cnt, should have been selected by the fathers of the
Greek church as a fitand proper place for the practice
volume of some Royal personage,” a quarrel ensued | of self-denial and that seclusion from the world which,
between the Agoumenos and the monks at large touch- | jjowever mistaken, according ta the notions ot the
ing the distribution of the purchase-money, just as the | 19ih century, wore, at all events, originally coneeived
author was about to step into the net. in majoren Dei laudem, aud are, as such, entitled to
our tespect when conducted with due sincerity and
zeal.  The name and writings of the venerable St.
Chrysostam are still cherished in this sacred mountain,
to which retired some of the Byzautine Emperors, who
founded and dweltin the very walls, which now attest
tneir piety and mupificence. Founded on the rigid
rules of St. Basil, these monasteries and the extensive
domains attached to them are all unconscious of the
presence of the softer sex; and (o such an extent is
received for their property, for that they all had a this ascetic spirit carried by their holy inhabitants, that
right to an equal share iu these books, ad in all the| not only women, bat also the females of all animals,
other things belonging ro the community. The monks| are prohibited articles of import. The ouly female
even the most dunderheaded, were not slow in taking| which Mr. Cuizon met with was a pet cat belonging
this view of the subject, and all broke out into 2 cla-| to the Turkish Aga, who entreated his silence on the
mortous assertion of their rights, every man of them subject, and apologized for the intrusion of Tabby by
 speaking at once.  The price I had given was so large saying that she and her kitten reminded him of his

that every one of them would have received several| wife and children, whom he had left behind at Stame
! pieces of gold each. DBut no, they said, it was not that | boul.  From this cirenmstance, and the presence of
| but for the principles of justice that they contended. | innuwerable vermin in the dormitories of the monag-
[ They did not want the money, no more did thelibra- | teries, we may not unnaturally conclude that tha rule

“ The Agoumenos wanted to keep it all for himself

villian of a librarian swore he would have half, The
Agoumenos said he should not have a farthing, but, as
the librarian would not give way, he offered him a parr
of the spoil ; however, he did not offer him euough, and
out of spite and revenge, or as he protested, out of
uprightness of principle, he told all the mouks that the
Agoumenos had pocketed the money which he had




