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freely given him. When he bad distributed a part of it in
allotnients ta tbe soldiers, a variety of tasks awaited him :
ta clear and cultivate bis ]and ; to build bis scigniorial man-
sion, often a log but ; ta build a fort ; ta build a chapel ;
and ta build a miii. Ta do ail this at once was impassible.
Charnbly, the chief proprietor on the Richelieu, was better
able than tbe others ta, meet the exigency. He buit hlm-
self a good house, where, with cattie and sheep furnisbed by
the king, he Iivcd ini reasonable comfart. The king's fart,
close at hand, spared bum and bis tenants the nccessity of
building one far tbemselves, and furnished, na doubt, a miii,
a chapel, and achaplain. Ilis hrotber officers, Sorel except-
ed, wcre less fartunate. They and their tenants were forcedl
ta provide defence as welI as sbclter. Their houses were al
built tagether, and surrounded by a palisade, sa as ta form
a littie- fortified village. The ever-active benevalence af the
king bad aided theni ln the task, for the soldiers wcre stili
maintained by him wbile clearing the lands and building the
bouses destined ta be their own ; norwas it tili this work
was done that the provident gaverfiment despatched them
ta Quebec witb orders ta bring back wives. The settIer,
thus lodged and wedded, was required on bis part ta aid ln
clearing lands for those wbo should corne after them.

It was cbiefly ln the mare exposed parts of tbe colony.
that the houses were gathered togetber in palisaded villages,
thus forcing the settier ta walkc or paddle sanie distance ta,
bis farm. He naturally preferred ta build when he could on
tbe front of bis farrn itself, near tbe river, which supplied
the place of a road. As the grants of land were very nar-
raw, bis bouse was flot Car froni that of bis next neighbour,
and thus a lime of dwellings wvas ranged along the shore,
forming wbat in local language wvas calied a c.Ste, a use af
tbe word peculiar ta, Canada, where it stili prevails.

The impoverished seignior rarel>' built a chapel. Most
of the early Canadian churches wcre built with funds furriish-


