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which puzzled the whole staff. He
diti not go to charch, any more, for
one thing, andi, while he kept hinseif
sober, his breath was frequently
tainteti. Ife was more boisterous
than he hiad ever been before and
talketi noisily of funny escapades in
strange places. Ilitherto lie hati heen
very reticent about his past; but now
hoe taiketi with zest of howý down
South he hiat chaseti a man with a
gun-case o! shoot at Siglit; how hie
hati trampeti it te Vancouver and
weeded cabbages in a fieldi full of dirty
Orientais for a bite to eat; how lie
bati chucked one job here for this
reason andi another job there for thiat
reason. Apparently hli at ridden
the. bumpors ail over the country, andi
the funny stories he tolti in lus own
inimitable waY set the staff roaring.

Ail buit Coloy. Copley wss wor-
rieti. Cherry was too, good a man to
seo spoileti, andi on several occasions
ho remonstrateti with Cherry. But
Cherry only laugiiet ini his free and
easy way.

Hoe was stili doing hie work,
though, andi doing it well at that.
If at turnes a slight carelessness was
manifeat in his copy, it was not so
glaring but it coulti be very welI
passeti over. le was stili The Re-
corder's star mani.

So it -,as natural that when Cop-
ley got a private tip on wvhat proraiseti
to b. the biggest scoop The Recorder
had ever manipulateti, he calleti
Cherry aside.

"Blettor take a day off, Ruither-
ford, anti see what you can dig up,"
he concluded. "This miay pan ont
to b. a ripping sensation. andi, again,
there may bo uothing in the rumeur.
But the tip's pretty straiglit, and 1
ratiier fancy there's semething doing.
Go quiietly, thougli. Yen can report
progrous to-morrow niglit; if there's
a story at al, try andi get it for
to-morrow niglit. If you cari swing
this, Ruhrord, there isn't a paper

realiseti that lie was up against a
big thing that would require, all his
resources, andi there was no turne to
lie lost. Copley's tip was to the
effeet that the Robertson Iioan anti
Savings Company, the bîggest con-
cern of its kinti in the city, was on
the point of elosing its doors; that
President Robertson, insteati of being
somewhere up in the Temagami diýs-
trict on a fishing trip, lad abscondeti;
that lie lad been preying upon thie
eompany 's resources for years, his de-.
falcations axnounting to over hli a
million dollars.

The sensation whîch the verification
of this would create would bo alinost
unlimniteti; for not only was Robertoni
a prominent figure in churcli andi
social cireles, but hie coipany's
business lad its foundation in a great
c'Ooeperative systern o! weekly collee-
tions f rom simall investors, withi the
poorer working classes as patrons.
The effeet o! the failure wou]d spreati
througliout a large section of country
andi would uindoubtedly create soin..
thing very like a panie.

" Gee! 'What a peacli if she's truc!1
Cherry ejaculateti, as the possibili.
ties of the story dawned more fully
upoxi huxu.

Anti at that, le hati yet to inake
li-, startling diseovery.

First le paid a visit to Presideut
Robertson 's residence. Hie -welx
straight froin there to Detective
Tommny Allison, anti because Detee..
tive Tommy Allison knew Cherry for
a man te bce trusteti, le took huuzi
tiowu to the mnorguie anti pletigeti hixu
ta seprecy for twenty-four boure,. Hie
aise accompanieti thie reporter to pri.
vate conferences with sorne of the
company's directers. Tt was a thing
that wvas bounti to becorne publie>
property before long anyway, anti on
the twenty-four..bour condition and
the detertive's guarantee, Cherry Roto


