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MISSION OF MINISTERS.

The country was one day startled by an
excited announcement of the leading
Opposition organ in Toronto, based, it is
true, upon sorcewhat curious statements

-put forth by its city Ministerial contem-
porary, that the Ministers in England had
failed in their mission. But men’s minds
the next day were calmed by an author-
ized contradiction from the leading Minis-
terial organ in this city. There has not,
in fact, heen sufficient time to afford room
for definite announcements of either suc-
cess or failure ; and it curiously happened
that the columns of the paper which con
tained the jeremiad were the very mext
morning furnished with a special despatch,
by cable, from its London correspondent,
to the effect that Sir Jomn MacnonaLp
was to stay for yet another month in Lon-
don. The inference from this is that suec-
cess rather than failure may be expected.

These columns have been strictly pre-
served from the advocacy of any party in-
terests, under any Government whatever,
and, therefore, we may the more freely
refer to discussions on this question, hav-
ing for object to promote party success,
which are in the last degree damaging to
the best interests of Canada. It seems al-
most elementary to state that the Govern-
ment of this country, whatever party may
for the time be in power, is charged with
the interests of the whole Dominion, and,
in the absence of any evidence, to broadly
insinuate that the .men charged with the
duty of administration are actuated by the
most grossly corrupt motives, is not cal-
culated to make this country respectable
in the eyes of people abroad, or even in
those of its own people. Such tactics are,
therefore, damaging to the public credit.

As to the references to what is called
the ‘¢ Pacific Scandal,” whatever may be
said of that, it has never been pretended
that Sir JomN MacpoNaLD personally
profited by it ; and it is certain that he

of hypocrisy.

left office & very poor man, in the face of
the fact that if he had been a dishonest '
one he had great opportunity to enrich '
himself, while, on the other hand, it is'
certain that the glimpse afforded of the .
electjon tactics of the opposite party by

the publication of what is known as the
“Big Push” letter, exposed proceedings
which were quite as gross and immoral as
any ever charged in connection with the
DPacific Scandal. 'We do not think, then,
that the average virtue of ome party is
greater than that of another, and the affec-
tatior that it is, by leaders and oracles,
while they turn up the whites of their
eyes in -attestation of their purity, only
exposes them to the more disgusting charge

‘We were glad to notice that the leading
Opposition organ in this city had the man-
liness to procluim its belief that the under-
taking of the Puacific Railway by a public
Company was to be desired in the best in-
terests of the country. We have already
shown that the talk about the ¢ fastening
of land monopolies,” and of “locking up
vust tracts of land,” to the exclusion of
settlement, will not bear the touch of
criticism, in the face of the fact that such
Companies in the Western United States
have proved to be the most successful
colonizers which the world has ever seen.
They can, and do, operate with far more
efticiency, and they look after their busi-
pess better and more continuously than is
possible for any party and changeable
Government. Not only their profits, but
their very existence depénds upon suc-
cess, therefore, their commercial .in-
stincts lead them to adopt the methods
which will be successful, while they sre
free from such disgraceful and damaging
attacks as those to which we are now re-
ferring, and which, whatever may be the
faults of our neighbours across the fron-
tier, one does not see in their newspapers.

CANADIAN IMMIGRATIOX.

'WE publish & cartoon to-day relative to
immigration from Europe to Canada. This
has been a favourite subject of ours since
the opening of navigation, under the
impression, which is every day more
forcibly brought home to us, that no sub-
Jjeet ean possibly be of more direct interest
to the future welfare of the country. Of
what possible use can our Pacific Railway
and our other public works prove to be
unless we have an increment of popula-
tion to profit by them? And whence do
we expect to get thatincrement except from
foreign immigration ¥ Natural reproduc-
tion, however luxuriant in the French
parishes of Quebec, cannot supply the
want of the country in this respect.

What makes th- subject more- interest-
ing is the fact of the extraordinary influx
of immigrants into the United States from
ealy spring to the preseut time. As we
have had already occasiou to. state, the
American bureau calculates upon a total
of 500,000 during the present season,
which is an immense figure, surpussing
anything that has preceded it. We have
no means of knowing from anything like
official sources, what our proportion of
such an exodus may be, although we have
declared that we should be perfectly con-
tent with an increase of 30,000. One
solitary paper, Ministerial in tone, but,
perhaps, not Ministerial in inspiration,
has put the figures down as high as 50,000
to 60,000. That were a consummation
devoutly to be wished for. Of course it
is an exaggeration, but, perhaps, the De-
partment, through its well-known accred-
ited organs, might give us a gleam of in-
formation in this respect, just as the
Finance and Customs and Inland Revenue
Departments do, throngh the Cunada
Gazette every month. The former know-
ledge is just as important and interesting
as the latter,

On our front page will be found a
sketch representing the allegorical figure
of Canada welcoming a number of immi-
grants, who have come to stay in the dif-
ferent Provinces of the Dominion, instead

of passing onward, as has been so often
the case, into the United States. Within
the past ten days no less than three
steamers have arrived, laden with immi-
grants, and the most of them, if we are to,,
believe the despatches, had shipped for

Canada, especially the North-West, and

t
i

were making direct route in that direction.
This is very encouraging, indeed, and we
may.hope that the examiple thus set will
be steadily followed. It English farmers,
who are unable to maintain themselves
and families at home, will only look to
their own interests, they will avail them-
selves of the advantages which the Domi-
nion Government gives them for emigra-
tion. In this western world, which is
only a few days’ sail from “home,” they
will find British laws, British institutions,
British customs, and, over and above, free
homestead rights, equality in all relations,
and the widest career open to talent,
thought, and enterprise, unhampered by
any details of rank and station. There are
no limits to the-capabilities of this immi-
gration scheme, and we trust the Ottawa
authorities will be equal to the occasion.

THE PRINCESS LOUISE EMBANKMENT
AT QUEBEC.

On the 29th Junly, Her Royal Highness the
Princess Louise having been pleased te consent
to the immense pier or embankment at Quebec
being named after her, proceeded: to lay the
tablet stone before her departure for England.
The preparations were upon an elaborate scale.
A very handsome dais, with a canopy, sur-
mounted by a crown, was erected upon the em-
bankment ; streamers of flags of all nations,
with the royal ensign as the central flag, were
tastefully draped from above the canopy ; in
front, a floating scow plaiform was fastened to
the pier, which was carpeted, and stairs diaped
with red bunting and carpet, led to the pier
itself. Invitatious had been issued very gener-
ally to citizens and to American guests who hap-
peued to be at the hotels, who embarked on
steamers at the Grand Trunk wharf at half-jast
nine o'clock. The Moutreal Harbour Commis-
sioners’ steamer, the Johin Young, was usid f r
the Harbour Commissioners and their more
specially invited guests, among whom were
Messrs. Andrew Robertson, (Chairman,j Hudon
and Rollund, with Mr. Whitney, Secretary, re-
presenting the Harbour Trust, and Messrs. F.
W. Henshaw, (President,) aund John Kerry,
J. Boivin and Thomas White, M.P., repre-
senting the Board of Trade of Montreal. A
large number of citizens «f Quebec were on
board, including his Loidship Bishop Williams,
Col. Forsyth, Messrs. Owen Murphy, R. R.
Dobell, Porteous, of the Bank of Montreal ;
Brousseau, Mayor of Quebec; Patton, White,
Macpherson, &c, &c., with their ladies, The
guard of h:nour was furnished by A Buttery,
whote band was aleo present. The John Young
left the Giand Trunk wharf at half-past nine,
landing her passengers on the new pier, the
splendid solid masonry of which was the theme
ol general remark and admiration. At a little
after ten the Druid ajproached with His Ex-
cellency the Governor-Geners), H.R.H. the
Princess Louise and their attendants, She was
followed hy the other steamers, crowded with
guests, whose privilege it was to view the pro-
ceedings only from a respectful distance. The
Druid having been made fast, and the carpeted
gangway )laced, the vice-regal parly proceeded
to the dais, when an appropriate address was
read by Mr. Valin, the Chairman of the Quebec
Harbour Trust, the reply being read Ly His
Excellency. The party then descended to the
scow platfcrm, where Her Royal Highness the
Piincess Louise spread the cement under the
tablet stone, whicE bore her name,

4¢1880, LOUISE. 1880.”

in large letters. The stone was then lowered
into its place, the Princess gave it two taps
with the gavel, and the work was done. Hearty
cheers greeted the act, and again when Their
Excellencies re-embarked on board the Druid
they were loudly cheered. The Harbour Com-
missioners with their guests then embarked on
the John Young and steamed down the har-
bour to view the graving dock now in progress.
It is a massive piece of work, and when com-
pleted, which it will be in two years, as is anti-
cipated, it will prove of immense importance,
not ouly to Quebec but to the trade of the St.
Lawrence generally. :

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS,

DrowNED.—Dr. Turcotte, dentist, drove his
borse and buggy into the river at Hochelaga,
last Wednesday, for the purpose of washing the
vehicle, but, getting out of his depth, both
horse and driver were drowned. The doctor's
body was recovered.

A Loxe SwiM.—John Williams, the Maltese
swimmer, of Montrea), last Saturday made a
great effort. At four o'clock lie entered the water
at Laprairie and swam down to Montreal. It
was iutended that he should land at the city,
but yesterday it was arranged for him to swim
into the basin of the Moutreal Swimming Club
on St. Helen’s Island, »nd he covered the dis-
tance of 9 miles in two hours and a few minutes.
Aﬁ"me was immediately got up for the plucky
fellow.

Too Muca MasT.—The yacht ¢ Neva,”’ of the

Montreal Club, upset last week for the third
time this year,

opposjte Longueuil. There were -

five persons on board at the moment. It seems
that the yacht was lying becalmed with her sail
ret just before the squall, which came on about
three o’clock. The wind suddenly caught the
sails and turned the boat over, spilling the oc.
cupants, two of whom wereladies, into the water.
They all, however, succeeded in climbing on the
upper part of the yacht, which was lying broad-
side in the water, and holding on until boats
from shore took them off. As stated, this is the
third upset for the * Neva,” the cause probably
being a new mast, much lurger than the old one,
which was put into her about six weeks ago.

ExcursioN oF THE MoONTREAL BicvcLe
CLuB.—With the exception of Toronto, which
is always to the fore in athletic sports, Montreal,
we believe, is the first city in Canada boasting
a Bicycle Club. Although the membership is
not numerous as yet, the club being still in its
infancy, there is much skill and activity dis-
played by those composing it. They have fre-
quent rides, both upon their own grounds and
in the country. Saturday before lust was dis-
tinguished by an excursion to the beautiful
village of Terrebonne, about 15 miles from the
city. The run was accomplished in 24 hoars,
and the return in nearly the same time. This
is & good record and will go far toward encourag-
ing the members in prosecuting the oljects o
their association.

INTERNATIONAL LACROSSE MATCH.—The In-
dependent team, of Montreal, 1et: for Boston
Tuesdsy last to play the Union team the next
day. Wednesday it rnined and the match had to
be postponed till Thursday. There was a large
crowd on the Common to witness the crossing of
the sticks.  Although the Independents were
under a disadvantage through Aird, Heelan and
Todd, three of their player., having had to re-
tuin home the night previons, the match was a
close one and only tuken by the Unions after
some vigorous playing. Summerhayes, Hubble,
Crosby and McDonald, late of this city, played
in the Union team, and proved a gre t acquisi-
tion to it. Had it not been for these last named
players, and bad the Independents had their full
team it is probable the match migit have re-
sulted differently. The Montrealers left Boston
for Newport, K. I., where they again crossed
sticks with an American team, and returned to
the city the next day.

A MASKINONGE CAPTURED.—Mr, James T.
Roy, of thiscity, had an exciting time of it lately
while trolling opposite Laprairie. He had troli-
ed for some time in vain in the shallows opposite
that village, when he determined to change his
ground, and accordingly moved up the river a
piece and put out his spoons below the rapids,
Shortly afterwards he feit a strong steady strain
upou the line which suddenly ended in a series
ot thrilling tugs and quivers betokening that
some hing big had been hooked. Mr. Roy pulled
in band over hand for a time, but the depth at
which the fish ran and the great weight upon
the line made him aware that it wounld be next
to impossible to get his capture safe on boarl.
He did not attemnpt, therefore, to bring the fish
to the surface, but ordered the boatman to manke
his way quictly towards shore. For a while the
fish followed sullenly, but unexpectedly woke up
to the exigency of the case and commenced a
series of gymnastics which would have done cre-
dit to asalmon. 1In one of its countermarches
it rose fairly into the air, and for the first time
Mr. Roy became aware that he had a fine mas.
kinonge in hand. The efforts of the big fish
after a while ceased as it became exhausted, and
Mr. Roy landed it salely when the shore was
reached. Sabsequent examination showed it to
be a maskinonge 39 inches in length ard weigh-
ing 12} pounds.

MRr. ToxMTAYLOR.—Mr. Tom Taylor, who had
for several weeks been suffering from a severe at-
tack of suppressed gout, died on the 12th ult,
The deceased gentleman, who was born in 1817,
graduated at Trinity College, Cambridue, and
was called to the Bar at the Inner Temple in
1845. For two years he was Professor of English
literature at University College, London. Aban-
doning the legal profession, he took toliterature,
writing for the Morning Chronicle and Daily
News. He was nlso one of the earliest contri-
butors to Punch, ot which he wag appointed
editor on the death of Mr. Shirley Brooks. Mr.
Tom Tuylor's reputation, however, is chiefly
based upon his dramatic works, of which he pro-
duced more than a hundred, most of which are
v ell known frum frequent performance upon the -
stage. Among the most popular of his dramas
may be mentioned ** Still Waters Run Deep,”
*“The Ticket-of-Leave Man,” and ‘“The Over.
Iand Route.” Oue of his last and most snccess-
ful pieces was ‘‘ Lady Clancarty.” Mr, Tavlor
was also well known as an art ‘critic. In 1850
Mr. Taylor was appointed assistaut-secretary of
the Board of Health, of which he subsequently
becaine secretary. He retained a depirtmental
secretaryship when the duties ot the Board were
transferred to the Home Office, and retired on a
pen-ion on the formation of the Local Govern-
ment Board in 1872,

Frexcu NatioNaL RepuBLicAN FETE.—The
French Republic was definitively estal 1i hed J uly .
14, the anniversary of the storming of the Bas-

i tille in 1789, and of the *¢ Feast of Federation "

in 1790, to be henceforth the day of the grand
National Festival, instead of August 15, the
birthday of Napoleon I., which was celebrated
nnder the Empire. On the 14th ult., according-
ly, there wds a grand military parade at Long.
champs, adjoining the Bois de Boulogne, before
M. Grévy, President of the Republic, accoms




