
THE HARP.

and I came to the conclusion that tho
prosent position of the Irish people at
homle calls more loudly than ever for
our prompt assistance. Thank God, we
do not know what faiine is hero; but
we do know what flood is. Add our OwnI
floods to that of Irish famine-to star-
vation fron hunger and starvation from
cold, wvet and exposure, and yo havea :
pictuire of the present distress. Add
what you kinow yoiiselves to what I
have described, and youi will then b
able, in part at least, to grasp the neces-
sities, the cryiiig waits of the preslient
case. Your worship, ladies and gentle-
men, let not a great peasantry porish;
noa anc eau replace them; or, in the
sweet words of one of Irmlad's sweetest
poets :-
"Il) lares the lald to h astenling ills a prev,

Whlrere wealth accuuilates aiid meni decay;
Princes and lords may flourish or may Cade,
A breath cari make themn, as a breath 1 has

mande,
But a bold peaszantrv, their country's pride,
When once destroved can never be sup-

plied."

TIIE SIGN OF TIlLE CROSS.

ONcE, not many years ago, two oflicors
of the army were travelling through
the beautiful valley of the Colville River
among the Spolkans and Coir D'Aloney,
some two days jour*ney from the mission
of St. Ignatius.

One of those officers was a Pr'otestant
and a Mason, the other a Catholic.

The tics of a conmmon profession and
service had long since, spite the diversity
of faith, made them frionds, and ofteun
the Piotestant had dwelt upon the beau-
tics of masonry, the great social power
of the order, and the usefulness of being
able in any moment of danger to call,
by an unseen sign, a friend to your aid.

One day, after travelling till neiarly
the day's journey was completed, it was
discoverd by the Protestant ofriier that
he had left his cent behind at the bouse
at which they stopped the night before,
and his loss anoyed him greatly

Particularly did he inveigh against the
wild and uncivilized coun try through
which they were passing, where no man
could uniderstand English, and by whon
a message could be sent back for the
lost garment.

At this junction ouir Catholic frienud

re marked that aniy IIIian wie might imeet
could do, as they wore nostly Christians.
But, though the Mfason laid but little
stress uplion thrcir Clh ristianri ty, his purzzle
w'as how ta know the Christian from
the pagan.

To this the Catholic replied, that if
the Masni hat a grip and pass-word so
did he, the CitIoic, have an n lfallible
sign by whici, evei in this wild lail,
he could dctect the Christian, and ini
fine, lie would take ipoi himiself tie
task of recovoi-ing the coat.

I n a short timre tiere caime to the
streai where the party were restinig
tir'ee or four iountedt inlians, w«lo,
with the stolidity of their chaiacter,
sur-eyed themI vithout emotion.

Our CatIrolic friend, at lenrgti, ii a
loud toile, called one of the T idianis ta
Iii, who approached slowly and with
evident roliictance. Asking his friei d
tawatch the couiteniance of the Iidian,
the Catholic made the sign of the eros
upon his forohead and brcast. At once
the imnpassibility of the Indian vanislied
and, witi a cry of surprise to bis com-
panions, lie advanced rapidly, signiiig
himiîsolf also with the sign of the ciici-
fied One.

Extending his hand, lie assunmed a
seat by the side of his friends, oid then,
oponing lis buckskin shirt, exposed the
scapular and miraculous imedail lie wore.
Our Catholic did the sanie, anI, without
knowinîga word of each other's langiage
these two Cateholies wiere able, by signls
and the unilversal brotherhood of the
Church, to know and feel caci otlier
friends.

Te write a note to the man at whose
house the travellers had stopped tie
niglit before ias short work. To explain
by sigris what wvas -wanted was not
so easy but finally the Indianu unuder-
stood and accepted the crrand.

It was thon past noon, the distance
thirty miles, yet this Catholic Indiai
reached again the party before settinîg
out the niext mllorning, and ivith the
coat.

This inciden t, trifling as it is, is the
indexof all such mectin gs in tiose West-
ern 'wilds, wiherever a Catholid nay be
travelling. If lie desiros to finlid a fricid
even among those who ar-e not coniverted
the sign of the cross is the surest pass-
port.


