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head-quarters of the great lumbering business of the Ottawa, doing an ex-
tens;ve retail and a conisidrable wholesale trade, and the seat of Feveral exten-
sive andi rapidly-increaing manfactures, for which its unlimited water-poer
is Peculiarly fitted ; containing a population lately estimated at fourteer
thousand, and even entering its claim to be tie future capital of Canada.
Lookiing at its central and secure position, it lias undoubtedly strog claims
to thjis distinction. Equi-distant fron Quebec and Toronto, as well as froi
Montreal and Kingston, represenuting faily the two races thmat compose the
great mass of our population ; of easy acce>s at ail seasons of the year ; pos-
sessg scenery unsrpassed b City i Amomica ( Quebec, perhaps, ex-
cepted ), and capable of being ren'derell as imprignable as that city, it nust
be adntted, vhatever miv be our peisonal feelings in the matter, that, on
broad and patr;otic grounds, tie City c' Ottawa niay well compete for the
honour of becoming the future capital of the country.

Ottava City is situated on the river of the saine niame, at its junction with
the Rideau Canal, 120 miles abovc Montreal. Alhougih deriving litile of its
p'ospeiity from the canal, it yet on es its origin to that enterprise. It is well
known that tiis cnal -terinaintinmg at Kingston -w-as constructed by th3
impei al Goveiimnent, principally as a neans of communication hetI ween the
St. Lawrence and the Lalkes, in tîhe event of the frantier communication being
interrupted.

The first permanent settlement on tie Ottawa River, near the site of tle
prescrit city, appears to have been made by the late Plilemo Wright, a
native of Woburn, Massaiisetts, who emigrated froin that State in the vear
1800, and settied at IIull, now a village on the Lower-Caiada side, and
nearly opposite Ottawa. Mr. Wright. may thus be called the faither of the
Ottawa country. It is a singular fact that a feinale relation of Mr. Wright's
landed from the canoe, wlhen the adventurous settlers brought their long
voyage to a close, cut down the first tree in order to boit the kettle for the
evening meal, and lived to be presont at the lanr.ch of the first steamaboat
built to ply on the TTpper' Ottawa. Tihe Wright family received large grants
or land fi om the Govern ment, and w cie tie pioneers of the lumber trade,-
having taken the first raft to Quebec, in the year 1S03.

Wlile the increasing, luniber trade had caused a few villages to spring up
at various points on te Ottawa River, the site of the presenit City, in 182t
was lu a state of nature. Not a house was st'mnding within its present Iimnits.,
except an oul lo0 house, where the Ujpper Town las since been erected, and
three houses oi what was then known as Nepean Point, near the Suspension
Bridge. The (an·l Basin was a beaver-meadow, flnding its outiet tirough
ti e natural chasm, wiero tie first eiglt locks of the canal have been con-
structed. A d-nse cedar-swamp covered paît Of the Lower City, although
the ground is much elovated above the Ottawa. To this place the late
Colonel By, wlio designed the canal, proceeded, in 1827, to superintend its
construction, and it was in compliment to this gentleman that the future city
was called Bytown, a name which niany think should never have beenchanged. For ourselves, we love thesa Indian naines, and, while wil;ing to
immortalhze those who Lave been founders of cities, we rejoice to see estab-
lished in our midst some imiemorials of that once proud race wlho possessed
our country long before Columbus dreaned of a Western world I If the
ColoncPs friends, or even his enemies (if such he hiad), have any qtalns of


