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speak of the bill itself; and he was surprised how such a bill
could have been iutreduced into a Britsh parhament, By the
31st of the late King, which was theil constitution, they had
thewselves the right to make laws for their peace, welfare and
good government, rese1ving certain powers to the king and par-
liameut of the mother country to legislate in particular cases.
The Impertal Pa)lioment could not constitutronally aller this
law wiTHOUT 0UR coNsENT; for ifs0, we had ne constitution
at all, the provincial legislature would have no rights nor priv-
ileges, nor the people any security. Iodeed the Imperial Par-
liameot having reserved this bl for the purpose of gwwy the
provinces an opportunly of expressing thewr senlimenls, was a
clear proof that THEY WiLL Not ALTER THE 3IsT OF THE
LATE KING, WITHOUT OUR CONSENT.

As to the clauses of the bill, he was sme most of the
members were greally alarmed at them : the country at large
had expressed their decided opigions, Tae iatroduction of
executive officers into the House was’'shocking, was monstrons,
it shewed suspicion and waot of confidence, insulting to the
people’s representatives; the extension of parliament to five
years was highly objectionable; the limiting of the privileges
of the House of Assembly was most wjurious; if their priv-
ileges were to be himited and defined, they would lose their
Just weight and influence in the legislature ;* the increased qual-
ification of members, and indeed almost all its clauses, were
aimed agaiust the hberties of the people It was evident that
the persons who draficd that bill had bttle regard for the prin-
ciples of the British constitutiwon ; un mmperfeel knowledge of
the characler of His Majesty's Canadian subjecls, axp wo 1-
DEA OF cIviL LIBELTY. The proposed limitation of the re-
presentation to sixty members, however ile population might
increase, was 1vidious; there was nether wisdom, nor good
sense, nor yustice evinced by the framers of that monstrous fll;

*Itis onc of the principles of the British constitution that
neither the prinileges of the Commons, the general privileges and
powers of Parliament, nor the King's prevozative, can be ex-
actly defined by written statute. It 1s only i thewr broad fea-
tures that they are all pronded  for by Magna Charts,and the
bill of rights ; every thing elseis msely leftlo the determinatron
of natural sense, justice, and policy, or wn other words to the
common law of the land, and the usages of the realm , thus
alvays affording abundant scope for the struggles of cach
part of the system aganst any encroachments of the others; and
awakening, producing, and dissemunating a collision of senti-
ments, arguments, and preceedings, wheeh constitutes the very
cssence of bertyy, under @ well regulated government.

L.L. M.
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