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speak of the bill itself; and he ivas surpriscd iow such a bill
could have been iutroduced into a Britishi parliament. By tihe
3 1st of the late king, ifuch vas theif constitution, they hai
themselves the right to make laws for thehi peace, ivelfai e and
good government, reseiving certain powers to the king and par-
liament of the mothee country to legisiate in particuslar casesr.
The Impertal Pasitament could not constitutkonally aller Ihis
law WITEoUT ouR coNENT; for ifso, we had no constitution
at al, the provincial legislature would have no rights nor priv-
ileges, nor the people any security. indeed the Imperial Par-
liament havng reserucd this bil for the purpose of gwvmg the
provinsoo au opportuitly of expressing their sentiments, suas a
clear proof that THIEY WILL NOT ALTER THE 31sT OF THE
LATE KING, WITHOUT OUR CONSENT.

As to the clauses of the bill, lie was suie most of the
members were greatly alarmed at then : hlie counitrv at large
had expressed their decided opinions, The introduction of
executive officers into the House was'shocking, was monstroos,
it shewed suspicion and want of confidence, insulting to tie
people's representatives; the extension of parliament Io five
years -was highly objectionable; the limiting of the privileges
ofthe Houseof Assembly was most injurious; if tiheir priv-
ileges -were to be lhmited and defined, they would lose their
just weight and influence in the legislature ;* the increased qual-
ification of members, and indeed almost ail its clauses, were
aimed against the liberties of the people Il maerd cudent that
the persons iwho drafled thai brIl had ittle regardfor the prin-
ciples of the British constilution ; an ?nptrfect kno7vlcdge of
the character of His Majest.y's Canadian subjects, AND NO t-
DEA OF CIVIL LIBEL5TY. Tie proposed limitation of the re-
presentation to sixty members, however the population might
increase, was invidious; there nias nesthcr gvisdom, nor good
sense, nor justtce evznced by the framers of that monstrous bill;

*ït is one of the principles of the British constitution that
neither theprnvleges ofthe Cominons, the general privileges and
powriers of Parlianent, nor the Kmgs prerogative, can bc ex-
actly defined by written statute. Il rs only rn their broad fea-
tures that lhey are all provided for by Magna Charta,and thle
bill of rights ; every thng elseis iwisely left to the determnation
of natural sense,justiee, and polict, or in other nords to the
common law of the land, and the usages of the reain , thus
always affording abundant scope for the struggles of each
part of 'lie system aganst any encroachments ofthe others; and
aw akcing, producing, and disseminattng a collstîon of senti-
ments, arguments, and proceedings, wuhtch constitutes the very
essence of liberty, under a well regulatedgovernment.
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