" Témplo said, « Our'fi ra!. care must'be to inquire
of the farmers the t.hur.u.tm- of Willinm Lee, and
Jif-we find him honest, us \\(-ll 15 unfurtnnule,
something may e, done 'to draw his poor chils
dren out of lhe state of temptation to evil \\n)s,
~in which they "have been'so nnlmppl]) placed
nid, nccompunied by Mrs, Teniple, he that even:
ing paid « visit to Furmer Jones, to whom he re-
l-\tcd the history of Lee, as hu lm(l it from his
- daughter.
“Q, Sir,” said .Tuue:, “if \\’xlhnm Lcc h'ul but
. beencontentto go on quietlyin this village, Inever
" knew a man more likely to raise o fumily vespee-
tably than he was, what with his own_exertions
and theseof his wife,who was an example for cot-
tagers’ wives; and she brought up her. children
o0 well, they were the civilest, neatest, and clean-
est thut ever went to the school, und we all look-
eod for zood servants mnun"'st them; but some
foolish stovies; sct ubout by cunning men, of for-
: tunes heing made in'u quick way in the factories,
ol w nges bemrr ut thut time lu"-h, and three of
lusdul«henut’m n"cto"ctcmp]m'mcnr,llcrn|cctcd
- the u(l\'lu.- of his’ poor: wife, who' was wlly set
: aguinst the’ ﬁu,toncs. and took hisy hole fumily to
 Ledston; and after & few monlhs, \\n"es Towered,
his wife fell into bad health, and died  few months’
smce, ‘and T have heard nothing of liin lately; for
you sec; Siry we all thnu-'h: lnm so folisl, that he
Tost all hisold friends’ b) the ¢change,and us for s
children, \\h) T suppose they are like others that’
: thing“ out of

af hope nnt " said M. Templc- “ surcl_', aood’
emmples at home have kept them:from contim-
ination.”

0, Sir, you don't: know the factories as well’
3L do; you have not lived all your life so near
Ledston as [ have done; I am convinced that for
the’ most partall “those who werk in' thein are
déstrayed soul - and: body, und‘ many honest
Inliourers inall thevillnges heveahouts, have rued
the duy they were entlcm'l to enter:them. ' Cnn
any wages puy & man for fiftcen-or sixtéen hotira
of incessant labour in hot unwholesomie rooms?
And when the hour of rest comes, he spends his
m"hts in'some dirty close lane, where the brcn.th
- " of heaven never enters,'nnd where the sun never
i shines, T say; Sir; lmmnn nnturecnnnnt sumd it,
iy :mrl thie! churehyards are ‘filled with lho vu.nms,
.stron" men are laid low before” Lhcy lm\e seen

i half lhmr dnys; ns for women and children, thcy
Y die by hundreds. . O! it'is a shameful slavery in
afi ree land! thousands in’ that town; Mr. Tunple,

ure s badly off-as William T.oe; but there is*no
I'Edr(.sq- Lllu tusk mnstcr \\'l“ mnke mono y n.nd

Tawm sorry for poor Lee,” snid Jones, “ and-would
do n-little to help him for ol uequeintunce sake,
bnt yuu see, Sir, no one likes to tukon servant
into. their house who ha 18 been in'a fuctory, for
fear: of “ther corrupting  thuir Tellow- “sorvants; |
‘one black sheep m'v's the whole flock;’ nnd we
have found it so.”

T regret,” said Mr, Temple, 1o hear such an
acenunt of the demoralisation of lie people com-
pelied toworl in masses; to youth ivis particularly
injurious, * *Lvil communicntion does indeed
corrupt good manners,”, 1 have made the round .
of one mill since T enme to Tonfield, and [ was
shocked nt the bold and reckless appearance of
the operatives, young and old, and nog one happy
fuce did I sce amongst them,” ™ .+

- Huppy fuce, Su-' thut is n sight most rare in
T.edston, und though I live so near, I never went .
over but one factory inmy fife; why the sight of the -
pele meagre; deerepid, melaneholylovking childven,
wastingaway to fill an early grave, was enou-vh for
nae: I hastened home to "lml(lcn my ey’ s \\xlh our’
village children plu)m"' on'the gr l.l.n, ful of noisy
mirth suitableto theirage; but w! hen you have lived:
longer in tluscmmtr_), Mr. Temple, you \ul] learn™ .
wlmt a curse these fnctories are to this’ coumry,‘ "
‘and T suy they will be the ruin of it before this
century - is. past aud. gone. “'The masters . have -
anueh to ansiver fur, and the-day will come w hen-
gold will ceuse to dazzle. the eyes, and then fl:cy
wust leave' their po~sessnons behind them: it 15 \
not for, SULh a3 me Lo judge, but T cnnL hclp
lhmkmﬂr thy 1 \\h “ dently’ is near,” the rcmem-
brances nf L_)rmmy to their felloy creitnres will' |
come with fnru:, und ('hslurb the lust moments of
those who linve used it.”

% No doubt,” said Mr. Temple, it is ¢ melnn-
choly thought, and happ) are those who have not
been tempted in thesearch for riches, for we know
not onr own strength.” - i

4 Very trae, Sir; and as to Lee and his family,

(if any thing can be done for them, [am one ty
- ussist, aml T will speal to uthers of ]us old neigh-
bours on the sulum.t *o

“ Thank you, Mr, Jones, I I'ef.l [ grcnt v.hh, if
possible, to draw the young peeple ut Jeast from
“such bad examples, and I shail go to Ledston
‘to*morrow  to mnke further enqumcs about
them.”

. The nextday 1 \[r. Temp]e was enrly at Ledston,
n.m] mtroduced lumse](‘to ‘Mr. buluyn, being the .2+
most likely person to ]\now the real circumstances !
of Leo and his family. The' Intter gentleman

"u.\e a g(nud m.(.mmt of the de]udc(l man, and way .
lotid i praise of ‘liis e\nmplnry wife, wlioes
‘ted Liceself. to the utmost to Icoop her chlldro

from c\ il contamination, or, “rather by g,ood words .
* o wi nm t]lem of thc l‘rults of it heruuftcr- but.




