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more astonishing that among the ¢ sight-seck-

ers" Christian should be fonndl.

impression vn worldly minds has been alread
noticed  Were there only danger to the credit
of rebivion, wihout hindvauce to its ULV N
that were a suflicient reason why n Clristiau
should never be seen in “he ejrens.”

6. Consides how CONELAYY Such @nnscstents are
o the cutice spacit, of act b0 the ¢ ipress prevepls of
Holy Seriptaie.~The Seriptures do aot give us
particutar precepts about overy detail of conduet,
tut broad principles, which Chustian discorn-
ment, il not common sense, may readily apply
to the oceasious of hfo as they anse  The nag-
sage al the head of this paper is one of these
broad and simple principles, of ensy and univer-
sal appleation.  If it be diflicult to be a Chris-
tan, 1t 1s certainly not very difficult to avoid
actions openly wrong, or which seera to be 50,
or which are at best doubtful, especially when
such actions must be deliberately done. It is
taatter of lameptation that any called Christians
should seem to have so little knowledge of the
spirit of Seripture, so little sense of their own
dignity, so little firmness or capacity of self-de-
mul, as even for once to participate in nmuse-
ments of this elass.  Perhaps it may be said,
they do not transgress the bounds of safety.—
They do not enter Beelzobub's garden, but they
pluck the fruit that hangs over the wall ! They
sal close to the dangerous reef on which so
many have made shipwreek, drive through the
surl at the risk of dashing on the vocks ! They
Lry experiments with the moral conslitution,
drinking as much intoxicating poison as they
may without destroying lifel They may scem
disposed to solve the problem \Vil?l how little
rehigion they can do, and how much of the
world I 1t is like trying to go two ways at
once, or undertaking the task of serving two
masters, Not such  half-and-half alleginnee
does the Saviour expeet, or safety domand le
* Ye cannot serve God and mamnon I? .

What the Rev. . Biouey has said of the
theatre may fairly be applied also to the circus :
* 1t must suffice to say—and now lot me be
considered as just whispering gently to the ear
and to the heart of members of churches, com-
municants et the Lord's supper, and persons
who pass in socicty for religisus women ; hark }
—-the theatre is utterly inconsistent with their
proiessed subjection to the laws of Christ, their
separation from the world, their daily prayer
(if they pray) rot to be ‘led into temnptation,’
aud their solemn duty to avoid beirg ‘partakers
of other men’s sins.’ . , | By ye imitators of
God.”  ‘Let this mind be in you which was al-
so in Christ Jesus.! ‘Blessed are the pure in
heart.) ‘Let no communication proceed out of
your mouth, but that which is good to tho use of
edifying.! ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you
richly m all wisdom.” ¢ Mortify your members
which are upon the earth ; fornication, unciean-
ness, inordinate aflection, evil concupiseence.!
‘Put off all these ; anger, wrath, pride, blasphe-
my, filthy communication out of vour mouth.’
‘Cut on the Lord Jesus Christ! ‘He that hath
this hope in him purifieth himnself, even as ho is
pure.' “What manner of persons ought yo to be
m holy conversation and godliness P tHave
no fellovwship with tne unfruitful worls of dark-
ness, but rather reprove them. ‘[ bescech you,
therefore, . . . that ye present your bodies =
biving sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service; and be not
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mun.; that ye may
prove what 1s that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.?

“My brethren, these and such as these aro
the precepts of Scripture, and however it may
be attempted to sive them a meaning peculiar
tv apustohic times and to 1dolatrous communtties,
they are equally applicable m theirr prnciples
and spinit to every place and to all ume, and
require @ separation from o daptized world as
well as a heathen one.”

“Be not deccived ; God is not mocked.” If
you “sow to the flesh,” you shall “of the flesh
reap corruption.” “Ali that is in the world,
the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, 1s not of the Father but of the
world ; and the world passeth away and the
last thercof, but he that doeth the will of God
abrdeth for ever.”

assured that if the taste for spiritual things
L expel the taste for wor ly amusements,
there 15 extreme danger lest the taste for worldly
amusements will expel the taste for spiritual
things. Enough has surely been said to con-
vince any candid mind that no Christian should
share in amausements of this class. If vou thinlk
on the suggestions which have been made, you
will surely abstain. ‘Take the lowest ground ;
admit that there is but “the appearance of evil,”?
and the Christian is absolutely and authorita-
tively precluded. Nevertheless, if you can go
with the full conviction that the views here pre-
sented are false—with entire forgetlulness of the
principle of the apostle—with the certainty that
no one will thunk there 15 any “appearance of
evil” in your presence—with the full assurance
that you shall neither do nor get iarm—with
the full belicf that conscience will make no re-
monstrance when there, and inflict no stingy
when you come away—why, then, go and eu-
joy the scenes of the circus, farce and all | Pray
God for his blessing o the engagements of the
evening before you go, and thank him for the
enjoyment you have received when you retire |

Lot those who aro not Christitn professors

The general

remember they ought to be such, and let them



