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H-E question of prairie fires must bc grappicdT with at once, and the responsibility ýof those
causing them eýstablishcd bey-ond a doubit Evcrv
ycar for years past wc have becard and read of dis-
astrous fires wiping ont thc ivhole of thc fecd, embar-
rassing thc richer and ruiiug the poorcr settlers ni
tire Northwest. Wc, iu this country, have crtig
in our favor, a wct sprinig, a warmn sumnmer, inagrnifi-
cent lîarvest wcather, and two to thrcc inonths of
snow (a ina.giiificcnit fertilizer) iii the wilitcr. But
these natural advantages wvill ail go for iuothing, if
the country is to bc constaintly devastcd by fire. Onc
of the worst of the prescrit ycar iii the Calgary clis-
trict ivas that of a fev wve'tks ago, whicb conipleciv
wiped out thousarîds of acres of pasturage, causing,
g-reat loss to the oivicrs. Evcr), cudeavor shottld bc
made to discover how this fire originated, and thc
matter testcd iu the laiw courts, if no seulement cari
bc arrived at.

The law should compel evcry individutal and cvcry
comparry ta takc sncb precautions as would render it
impossible for a fire to sprend, cvcn if one were start-
cd, iii thc shape of frc.eguards along the C. 1'. R.
mnd round «.hle farm of every secttier lu the country.

Is thcrc no remedy for this state of things ? l'li
oniy anc wc can stugg"est ks for the govcriinient to
take the rcsponsibility uilon tlicslIves. Thcv
should appoint officers, wihose soie duty it should be
to sec the lawv carried ont, and to cnquire into the
cause of prairie fires, whle:î thcy occur. collect cvi-
dence and bring charges agrainst the suspccd
parties; or cl~e WC %vorrld su-ggest that sncb duties
should bc attachcd tii tic office of liomnetad lit-
spuctor or Forest Range",r, or to that of soine other offi-
ciai emploved in the varions Dominion Land offices

throughout the Territor.es. It is not fair ta put the
omis upon settiers, mnany of whlomi are poor
men, and w~ho canuot afford to incur the ennmity of
their neiglibors. The police do ail they cari, but
their duties are too many, and varied to allow of their
carryizrg out this properly. It inust cvenually re-
solve itself into a question for the grovernuleut, and
tire sooner this is recogniiz'.ct the better for everyone
concertied.

MUN ICIPAL. affairs are du])y, Very d1111, We MigTht sa)',
stagnant. No one scms to know %vihether the pre-
sent iiiinbers ivili offer thieinselves for re-election,
%vihethier 1(Iay'or L-affertv ît'ill run agirii-in f;ict, no
one secins to kniow anything. 'lle prescut council,
collectiveiy, have (Jlie well, and cati show a gOod
record, but, individually, several mnembers wvould do
wvell to retire and seek that seclusion which they are
se fittd to grracc. Tire clction %vil] soon bc on us,
and it behioves our citizen-, to bestir theinselves in
the rnatter.

S'vîi'r*, delighitfui, charmitîg, fascinating wotiai,
Jrow anuch you have to anwrfor, sitice tire days of
the fairand lightly--ch-ad Eve. The last clear thiug- in
p)ettico.-t-s and Parisiari costumecs, to upset Uic prover-
bial applecart is Mrs. O'Shea. 1>oor olci lrclaad lias
becti indulging ilu1 divarsîrons " for many ycars past,
but îhiargs twerc, comparativcly scigcatin cool,
and co)lecteýd, w~hen w-e look, nt the preseut state of
turiimoil nui ructions-before Parnell Uic patriot,
becatr kitiown as P>arnell tire Seducer. iXnothcr
injustice to lrcland, with a vengeance.

(U R F;anriliar delivecrs iiscif, iu ills issue, of
'soincthing wliich has burdened bis mmid for soniec

hire past. It is this: England bas becar pouring
lier tmillionis into tie United States, to foster Anieri-
cati induistrie.-, whi.le, ah the saine tinec, in lier own
possessions, zortdi of tire border, iiere is atr incon-
ceivable mitne of wealth lyitig dormant, for wvant of
tire .itiic ettrprise that she so willintgiy bestows oti
ouir frieniffs soutii of tire ligie. It is truc, %ve do trot
hecat so tîîuch about tiresale of b)rcvrits, stockyards,
&,c., -c., as ive did a short %vliiice past ; pcrh. ps
Eng-lishmenlci arec egirning to realize that tire Ameni-
caris. hraving got thLse millions int circulation
tirttuhouit tieir country, are trot quite such chumps
as, to let it go agaiti withatrt sonie I)rCtty tail scliemc-
i ii g. Be tirat as it nray', i is oxîr part, who are privi-


