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AMERICAN vs, ENGLISII MACHINERY

The competition between English and
American textile machinery is carried on
verv keenly in the United States, where
larze quauntities of English machinery,
especinlly in the cotton and worsted
vranches, are sold, and where leading
Lughish machine builders have regularly
established agencies.

The same rivalry exists in this country,
but sot to g0 great an extent.

lue Boston Journal of Commerce, in
the course of what scewms a fair and un-
tnased article, says, there i3 no necessity of
woparing American with English ma-
clunery for no better purposc than decry-
g the merits of one in order to show off
to advantage the merits of the other.
Every machine, wherever made, should
stand on its own merits, even in its advo.
cacy by the party makiog it, as it surely
does or will in time in the estimation of
the person using it. It fs a libel on the in-
tellizence of American manufacturers to
aswert that they do not know what they
are about when they purchase foreign
machinery in preference to that made in
this country. The libel might beextehded
to machine buildersthemselves, when they
feel enforced by the necessities of the de-
mand to follow English patterns with
great preciseness in the production of
~ome special picce of mechanism. Foreign
textile machinery is coming to this coun-
try in considerable quantity, because it
supplies a want that cannot be satisfled
here, notwithstanding the heavy import
duties it is obliged to bear. Two recently
formed corporations, familiarly called com-
hines, embracing a number of plants at
distant points, depend largely for their
surcess upon their control in this couatry
of two English patents. For some pur-
poses, English machinery is superior to
the American, and it is absurd to deoy it
for no better reason than in the estimation
of some it is unpatriotic.

tlonorable rivalry bLetween machine
bnlders, foreign or domestic, is the very
best incentive that can be devised to
bring any mechanism to a high state of
clliciency.

Our contemperary goes on to say:
“While we have profited by the competi.
ton with English machinery, and though
the Jatter hay encroached in some respects
on our domains because of its superiority,
our foreign competitors have received
some of their best ideas from American
inventicns, and freely adopted them with
ciecllent results. Though it be not
blazoned to the world, it is nonc the less
true that there is a comprel:iensive recipro.
cny of ideas between the machine builders
of England and America, in whichthere is
amutual profit ; and it would be no easy
taok to determine which country is the
greater gainer.

If Amcrican textile machinery cannot
*+ made here and exported, it can be and
i~ in some instances, made in England
«ud on the continent. The best looms for
ey cassimeres and worsteds for men’s
“car arc made abroad after Amecrican
mattern. A recently invented Amecerican
culton-waste cleaning machine is beiug
manufactured to some cxtent in foreign
~uops. The Wellman selt-stripping cotton
eard is widely employed in Europe as well
-3 in the United Statey; and this system

of ralsing flats automatically was, at onc
time, extensively used in Great Britainfor
fine counts, till replaced by the revolving-
flat card. The ring frame, as is well
known, jsaproduct of Americauingenuity,
but its manufacture and use in England is
a promiuent feature in the textileindustry
of that country. But the English ring
franie would be of little account if it did
not adopt the Sawyer, Rabbeth or Whitin
gravity spindle, all American inventions.
On the other hand, we are indehted to
English ingenuity and mechanical skill for
some of the best machines used in our
factories. The revolving-flat cotton card
is of special prominence, though now made
to a conspicuous extent in this country.
All of the combing machinery, for cotton
or wool, in our mills, is obtained from
abroad, and represents foreign ideas.
Exceptions may be made as to cards and
wool combs. The garnetting machines
and the cotton slasher are the results of
English thought. Instances could be
multiplied, to show that the textile indus-
tries of the United States and Great
Britain could not exist purely on the
inventions aud gpachinery of one country
to the exclusion of the other.™
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DANGERGUS FREIGHT.

The recent discussion as to whether
ocean liners should carry cotton as well as
passengers, at the same time has
brought out another fact. It is, says the
New York ZXccorder, that they carry
other kinds of freight that makes the
danger of fire just as great as from cotton.
A person who knows something of such
matters, states that just at present there
arc being made large importations of
French silk that are especially dangerous
as a freight.

“*At present, importers here,” the gen-
tleman said, * arc receiving large consigu-
ments of a heavy.dyed silk known as
French twist. The French manufacturers
do not spare the dye of these goods, for it
adds to their weight, In this dye, chemi-
cals of a peculiar kind are used, and it is
this fact that makes this silk daugerous
freight.

There is always fear of spontancous
combustion, unless the greatest care is
taken in packing the goods. These come
in buales of various sizes, but generally
averaging about five hundred pounds.
They arc wrapped in cotton bagging with
underlying layers of straw and brown
paper, and are made compact by hydraulic
pressure. There is constant danger of fire
originating from them, and they must Le
watched with carc while in transit.
There bave been cases where bales have
been destroyed from the causesmentioned,
and not many years ago a scrious fire was
caused on a French steamer by thesesame
goods.”

Steamship men gencrally say that they
arc aware of the danger of carrying these
silks, and that the greatest care is taken
whenever they are carried as freight.
One or two lines indeed, discriminate
against this freight and  will not carry it.
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It is announced that the British ad.

EGGS.

We have good reasons to believe that
the egg trade of a great many retail gro-
cers in the city {8 about on a par with
their sugar department, 5o far as proflt is
concerred, the simell margin between the
trouble and selling price barely paying for
the cost ot haudling the staple, There is
decidedly something *‘rotten in Den-
mark " when retail profits on an article or
series of articles have sunk so low that
their sale is unremunerative and persisted
in only because it isa convenience to cus.
tomers, and in this case we believe the
usual explanation will hold good, i, e..that
quality has been saerificed for some reason,
probably in an effort to catch trade by
holding out low prices as an inducement.
We think this is a serious mistake with
any food product Jike eggs, and butter
which, if not good, must be actually
worthless. There are many descriptions
of groceries, which in point of quality,
cover a wide range, yet the most inferior
grades possess their merits and a positive
intrinsic value. It is different with eggs.
A stale egg is an abomination, and there
is butlittle leeway between the finest{resh-
laid and the grade below which no prudent,,
expericnced retailer cares to pass in select~
ing cgrgs. We believe it will pay grocers to
give especial attention wo the quality of
the eggs which they handle, and to take
pains to sccure & grade that will invariably
give satisfaction even though the pricehas
to be wmarked up correspondingly. Tn
other words, we believe that fine cggsat &
good profit will sell more freely than poor
or irregular stock at just about cost.

The neglect of retail grocers to *‘caudle™
eggsoftenleads toaloss of custom A bad
one will e found occasionally in packages
of really good stock, and if left with the rest
may disgust a good customer and provoke
her to the point of transferring her trade
to another store. ** Caudling " takes time
and is perhaps unnecessary when abso-
lutcly fresh eggs are procured from-a quar-
ter beyond suspicion, but when the qual-
ity of an involce is in the least degree
doubtful, it should be rigorvusly prac-
ticed and the str’e eggs removed.~Mer-
chan(s' Revicwe

ONE WAY OF PUTTING IT.

The wayward ycung man, broken in
health, had gone to the far south-west to
recuperate. e was in jail at Tombstone,
Ariz., for stealing a hindquarter of beef.
In the louncliness of his cell, he sat dosvn
and wrote as follows:

“Dear Father,—1 have picked up some
flesk since I came out here, but I am still
confined to my room. Plcuse send me
$100,” etc., ete.~Chicago Tribunc.
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Tke annual report of the Chicago, Mil.
waukee and St. Paul railroad, for the fisca)
year ending Junec 30, is issued. It shows
gross carnings, $27,584,224, an increase of
$1,003,510; operating expenses, 318,336,500,
an increase of 21,183,402 ; netearnings, &9,
137,724, a decrease of $4,83% ; income from
other sources amounted to&334,207, makiog
a total income of 89,471,031 ; fixed charges
were 87,277,251, leaving » Lalance of $2..

miralty has resoived to give £20.000 to ! 231,630, after paying 7 per cent. dividends;
Admiral Colownb for his invention for!on the preferred stock there is a surplusof

flaahing night signals.

g $000,168.



