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Britisk Ameriean Rroobyterin,

102 BAY STREET, TORONTO,

Ton TrRuw, R10.,88R EIaUTR PACE,

©s BLACKETT RORINSON,
Kditor and Propriator.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Tottarannd articles intended for the nextissuo
stiould bo {n the handas of tho Editor not later
than Tuesday morning,

All comaunications must banccompanied by tha
writer'a name, otherwise they will nct bo jusorted.

Artioles not acceptod will bo returned, if, at the
tima they are sent, a requost f8 made to that offect,
tnd snftlolent postags stam&u aro oncloted. Man
useripts not 80 nccompunied will not bo proserved,
xnd subsoquont requests for their roturn cawiol
be somplicd with.

OUR QENERAL AGENT.
MR, RLRs Nicox, (feperal Agent for ths
mnn\gr’:z‘mm 18 now {n Westorn Ontario pushing
the interosts of this journal. We commeond him
to the vLest offices of wiinistera and poople, Any
asslstance rendored him o his work will be taken
by uz ag & peraonal kindness.

Vritish American Lreahyteviny,
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1876,

A Y.M.0.A. has been organized at Barrie
with sixty membors, J. G Strong, Presi-
dent; B, B. Crompten and A, D, MoNabb,
Vice:Presidents; J, Varley, Corrosponding
Secretary; George MoCualg, Recording
Secretary; Chas. Morrls, Treasurer.
Board of Managera: F, Counter, 5. Henry,
J. T\ Boattie, 8. Moore, and J. Watson.

. o ————n—————

Tug Express snys that the contracts for
the work on Chalmer's Church, Elors,
woro 1ot to tho following :—Stone work,
Charlen Young, TForgus, §8,200; carpenter,
painting and tinsmith work, Jokn Waddell,
Elora, 84,8803 plasiering, Veitch & MMo.
Xondrick, Qalt, $851.75; total, §9,021.75.
The plans wore propared by Mr. Jobn Tay-
lor, of Elors, and were drawn for a build.
ing 80x47, with a tower and spire of 127
feot in height, the seating capacity of the

"building to be botween six and seven hun-

dred.

Mxssns., Moopy Axp Sanxry will begin
their services in Chieago on the first of
Ooctober. Rev. Alex. Clark, who Las just
veturned from Europe, in notioing a visit
by Mr. 8ankey to the Alethodist Recorder
office, takes cocasion to speak ae follows:
44 The good work wrought in Great Britain
through the instrumentality of those Amer-
ioan Evangeliuts, is the marvel of the age.”

A case of slander recently ooceurred in
the Church in Brooklyn, New York, of
which the Rev. Mr, McClelland, a blind
preacher, is pastor. The Bession diligently
inquired into the scandal, and having found
it to be ruch, hove fcund the party guilty,
and in the absence of any sign of repent.
ance on the part of the convicted, have
suspended her from privileges., Hitherto
diseipline has only foll itsclf able to deal
with cases of drunkennees and immorality,
but this is an example greatly needed.
Every sisnderer ought to bo disciplined.
Let every such scandal be carefally exam.
ined, aud we are bound to say that a groat
evil, which afilicts our Churches, will soon
disappear,

It is gratifying to Jearn that there isa
prospect of union taking place bstween the
Northern and Southern Methodists in the
United Btates. We are pained to obsexrve
that thero is considerable division of opin-
jon on the part of our exchanges as to the
recommendations of the Commission ap.
pointed to consider the subject. Those
Churches are one now if they only could
se0 it. It is the same with the Presbyter.
{an Churches (Northand South). Theyare
one in every possible point. The day is
ocming when not only the Methodists
North and South shall be one organization,
dut when the various evangelical Churches
shall seek after some external organization
by which their real unity shall be mani.
fested before the world.

Tarsr. must be something wrong in the
following which we take from the Phila-
adelphis  Presbylerian: — ¢ Established
Churches 'in Bcotland Lave no longer an
easy time in gefting their pecuniary bur.
dens shifted on the State. Lately the
High Church in Glasgow requested the
Town Council to pay & debt of $1,500 rest-
ing on the Church. The reply received
was ourt, and advised the church members
to put their kando in their pockets to pay
the debt. A Parish Church cannot be in
debt. Then when a Church is reported by
an architect as needing repairs, and when
the Presbytery orders such ropairs to be
done, the heritors of the parish ars bound
o have these done at once according to
order. The Town Courcil in this oase
oounld not have refused, if the matter were
Jegally gone into. If tho congregation of
s High Church have been omnamenting
or repairing according to their own swect
will without {aking all Iawful steps in tho
premises, than ths Charch havo uo claim
upon them, and the Towa Counell aro act.’
ing legally by such & refusal as wo find in
the Presdylerian. Bub hed the repairs
been properly ordered by the compstent
anthorities, we mrintain that the Council
conld not in law refc  to pay for them.
At leaat they coutid noi-continue to do so,
if such & onee were appenled to the Coait
and a resu'ar déchisn §icen, -

RESIGNATION OF REV. WM.
COOHRANE, D.D.

It ie, wearo euve, with tlncore regrot that
tho ministers and members of the Church
a’ larga pernsodin our lnst woek’s issue, the
lettor of xesigustion of the Convener of the

"Home Mission Schome, Tho name of Dr,
Qocliranethae, during many years, been so
thoroughly identified with Xome Misstons,
that it will bo long beforo we can be recon.
ailed to 1ts absonce from the sunual reports,
or to the want of hia zeal aund exortions
which have done so much for the succoss.
ful prosecution of the work of the Church
in this divestion, Indecd, wo have learned
to think of Dr. Cochrane 2 boing indls.
pengible to our great IHome MMisaion
Soheme. He has been almost ubiguitous
fn the afiairs of this departmoent of ths
wotk of our Church. The correspondence
he has earried on with ministors and mis-
slonarios, the acoredited agents of Home
Missions, {3 beyond estimation, bethh as to
the labor fnvolved and as to the oharacter
of the lotters themaelvos, Tho labor in-
ourred by the increasingly large asmounts
which havo to be oollected and disbursed

every yoar, is beyond concepiion
sovero and  opprossive, Aud t{he
anxioly connected with a constantly

increasing debt, and the consequences to
tho missionaries which inevitably flow
from aun empty exchequer, must have tax-
od the eonergies of Dr, Coochrane, and
weighed hoavily apon his consibilitios.

There will bo universal regret at the
rosignation thas iaformally presented, Dr.
Ooclirane las cummonded Limsolf ns an
ablo and devoted sorvant of the Churoh,
This is all tho more wonderful when wo ro-
member the quality of the pulpit instruoc-
tion he gives overy week to his people, and
the ardor and enthusinsm which onter
into his pastoral work, We are regular
readers of the published sermone of Dr,
Cochrane, and wesay it sincerely that these
are remarkable not only for their number,
but more especiallyfor their common sence,
their scholarly ability, and their adaptation
to the wants of the age in whioh we live.
We would be sorry, indeed, o think that
the Gonvenership of our Assembly's Home
Mission Scheme should evor appear to en-
eroach upon the usefalness of Dr, Cochrane
a8 & preacher. 'We have to remomber, be.
tldos, that the minister of Zion Church,
Bruntford, has never allowed the publis
duties, which have been imposed upon him
by the Ohuveh, fo interfere with the
thorough discharge of his parochial worka,
We foar tho result of thia fidelity and hard
work is the impaired health of which' the
Dootor complains, YWhile soxry for theloss
that an important branch of the work of
the Church will sustain by this resignation,
wo feel that we must submit, aud in no way
endanger the usefulness of so0 successful a
minister.

Dr. Cochirane wisely retains his convener-
ship till next Assembly, so that his with.
drawal may in no way iojure the benevo-
lent work of the church; but by the time
his resignation will take place the church
should be propared to appoint an efficient
agent to tako charge of its Home Mission
work, withiout bis being burdened with the
duties of a regular pastorate. The Presby-
terian Church in Canada has already done
this so far, by the appointment of Dr,
MacGregor to the superintendence of the
Home Missions in the Lower Provinces.
That this should likewise be done in Ontario
and Quebec is almost a matter of common
sense. The U. P. Church of Scotland long
ago appointed a minister to such special
work. The Established Church called the
Rev. Dr. Phin from the parish of Galashiels
to become the superintendent of Home
Missions; and the Presbyterian churchesin
the States have long been distinguished for
the appointment of leading men to be the
secretaries and ngents of their foreign and
domestic work. et us hope that our
church will show its good sense hy looking
outone of the very best of her winisters,
and assigning to him as a spesialty the
duties which have been so nobly and gener-
ously discliarged by Dr. Cochrane.

It is with regret we learn that the health
of the convener of Home Missions is im-
paired. But we hope soon to hear that as
the result of his suggestions being warmly
taken up by tho church at large, and the
prospect opened before him of giving his
undivaded time and attention to the pastor-
ate, tho strength and zeal of Dr. Cochrane
will bo consexrved. We cannot afford to
sacrifico such men, and we trust that God
will spare him for many years to the church
and the country.

Tax Presbyteriaus of Ashfiald are build-
& fine new frame church, four ziles from
Belfast.

Tar Rev. Mr. Wilkins, of Stratford, has
gone o= & tour to ths Maritimoe provinees,
and expocis to be absent for three wecks,
The Rev. Samue! Russell, lale of Mirami.
chi, New Branswick, will oceapy tho pulpit
during his absenco.

Tux congregation of St. Andrew’s church,
Clifton, have resolved to proceed. immodi-
ately in building & manse for thoe newly in.
dooted wiinister, Rev, Jas. Gordon, M.A.,

recently of Dorchester. The goat will be
sh.u $2.520, v
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HOME AGAIN.

Home again! That meaus the holidays
aroovers There were Tom and Bob and
Jesslo, anda whole host of vur young friondas
who since Obristmas have boen boriog us
with Doninfon Day and the summer boli
days. How eagerly 3hey looked forward
to thoolosing of school, How thoy told
tho months, and thoa the woeks, and then
tho days, thinking the day of liberky never
would dawn. TWe oconfess oureelves to s
longing for our mopth of ropose, especinlly
aftor theso soorching days and nighte came
—days and nights with the thermormeter
in tho nineties—when to oxert oneself in
tho slightost degree seomod fo threaten sn
ontire liquifaction of ouv bodies.® But
those Jong wished for holidays are gone.
Toachors and soholars, pastors and thelr
flocks, merchants and thelrfolerks, all who
bave been holiday making are eitherre.
tarning or returned, A fow weeks ago, the
pooplo were pouring out of tho olty, seek-
ing rest, rooroation, ohange of ssene and
faces.

Home again! ¢ After all, thore’s no
plaoce like home,” ig the {rite saying of all
as they enter onoe mors their own familiar
door. We all feel the truth of thess words,

“Mid pleasuros and palaces though we moy

yoam,

Bo it ovor 80 humble,there’s no place ke home.*
But that does {not mean, we had rather
stayed at homo all the lime. We do not
forgot tho pleasures we have enjoyed in our
vonming. We romember with dolight
tho groon fields, the waving corn, the me.
srdoring stroam, and all the varied objects
that have kept ug oxclaiming from morn to
eve, * beautiful, .wonderful, sublime, ete.,
ste.,” Some will say, ¥ We would not
for {he world, have missed Saratoga this
year. 'The Congress watexr put us right for
a twolvernonth.” Others ars full of raptures
at the remembrance of their séa-bathing
quartexrs. Othera refurning from tho far
Paoific, 6r from Niagara, have their imagi.
nations excited by the wonders they have
seen. And others who have cromed the
Atlantio, and wandered to the banks of
Avon, or of Doon, made memorabla as the
birth places of England's and Seotland's
greateat poets, or have gone to Franos and
got near the terrible souuds of * Modern
Warfare,” or daring everything have, arm.
ed with Alpenstock, gone through upon
the passes,and ascended the glaciers and
mountain heights of Switzerland—all these
58 they exclaim “Home Again' rejoice they
have baén so far away, and seen so muoh,

One has a cirange feeling when he gets
“ home again,” and he entera his study, or
sanctum eauotoram, * Yot booka and pie.
tures seem to recognise an old friend as you
passin. They look to us with their dusty
faces as if they would have been the botter
of & trip tso, and that they would havo
been none the woree of a wask in the sea,
or their cob webs blown from them by the
cool breezes of the mountain. Xt is an
awful moment when onesits down in his
old friendly chair, and for the fiest time
renlises thut the panorama of faces and
forms, of mountain and, valley, of ses, and
lake, And river, which haé been moving be.
fore him for weeks, haa finally passed away.
It is like & dream, Allis

‘* Gone, glimmering through the dream of thiugs
that were.”

Butit is plensant to turn from this to the

familiarobjects around. There is the good

old pen that has atood by us in many a

time of need. Our ink botile is like & well
dried up with the excessive heat, There

areonr more than fawiliar books,the friends

we have slammed and badgered, and poked
for s0 many a time, toget them to yield their
good things. On the oneside is our poet's
corner, and on the other our philosopher’s,

as of yore. There are our gilt salf-bound

books, wrapped up in brown paper, looking
like mummies in their, aarcophogi, Well,

a8 wo it down with our splendid ;favorite
opened- before uw, it is with & sigh of ples-

sure we exclaim, ¢ Home again.”

To any one who carries on » Iarge eor-
respondencd, and who like & wise man has
ordered that no letters be sent like g0
many spies on his track, “Home sgain "
brings feelings of pleasuro . and pain as he
contsmplates the pile that has aconmulat.
ed in his absence. The first business is {o
separaie the sheep from the goats, tho
wheat from the chafl. We recogmizs the
hand-writing of Tom, our old Gollege com-
psuion, and place him first it the line for
perusal. Then thers is that old tailor's
bill, or that tailor's old bill as we should
say. We know him at once, and lay him
away for & more suitable oooasion. Then
follow & whole host of bills, 'We recoguixe
thom at sight, aud pile them upon our
friend—the tailor's missive. Then follow
business letters of all deworiptions. But
a8 tho first day of our arrivalis ‘s kind of '
holiday, wo now take up Tom's leiter, and
learn with delight the movements of onr
friond, and our friend's frionds * during
the season.” .

But with what.elight our eyes falls up-
on our weeklick and -monthlies, that -ave
wailing their timd for & friendly nokios.

There are religious papees for example,
What s pile they have bedemae. When -in
the world will we get throngh them is the.

-+ predcmioating thought inour mifaf, Ia-

i
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auothey corder our monihliosand quarder-

\lies hinve gathored togathor like so many
‘arlstoorats who won't speak to their com.
moner brethron, ‘Woll, it {a & blessing we
are * Homo sgain,” A weok or two long.
or, and Wwe would be fairly behind the age.
An extea month's holidays would drive us
to despalr. Wo would be afraid ¢o under.
taka tho trip ronnd tho world lest when wo
got “ homo agaln " wo would be altogother
unfl! to live, having gone go far behind
with all that iy worth living for, **Homo
again’ moans to work again, Rest fa only
temporary, and for a purpose. We could
not tolorate & perpetual holiday. As
8hakspears says,

I all tho yoar vere playiug holidaya,
To sport would be as tedious as to work.”

o resume our life-work with health and
strongth is felt to be & joy. Thw sokool
boy's holiday is meant to it him for harder
work than ovor, The student’s vacation is
to givo him bodily vim for the wear and
foar of colloge studics, The merchant’s
rost is {c prepare him for the long days
and anxious toils of the year, by which hq
earns his family's bread, and the means
he gives unsparingly to the olty's charities,
and the Ohuroh's work. The pastor, the
tencher, and physioian, and lawyer, and

meohanio, who have had their holiday snd.

are homwe again, will be a\ll the better oiti-
zeus by meaus of their obango and relnxa.
tion,

Wo would only wish wo had to congrat
ulate all our renders on getting home
again. We know alas! how many have
never heou from home, who have liad oo
rest frown tuil, who inall seasons—in beat
and oold—aud oftvn when they aro rick
and trombling, bave to go forth $o their
daily labor, Tho only comfort with which
wo regard this aspoot of our subjact is that
every year gooms to witnous tho rolease of
Iarger nnmbers from toil than provions
yoars, We trust the day is not far disiant
when all will shave the blessings of rest
sud rocroation, When this tukes place
there will be a great gain to the country,
sud no loes,

And lastly, * home again * signifies the
reassembling of parents and ohildren
around their common hearth, who have
perhaps been neparated, from some having
had to stay at home, while some have gone
in seargh of rest ; or whose different fastes
have led te various kinds of enjoyment, It
also means our: meeting with beloved
frionds aud eompanions, In view of all
this, “home agan” has many special béne.
fits and blessings of its own. Who wonld
not go away when the returaing brings so
many comforts and enjoyments which
otherwieo we could not have experienced?

UNION OF OONGREGATIONS.

The Presbyterian Church in Canada has
reason to rejoico in the union which was so
recently consolidated at Montreal. Con.
sidered in itself, this constituted a very
great blessing for the Presbyterian denomi-
nation, for religion in general, and for the
well-being of the country. The union was
not only timely, but it was most thorough
and complete. Asif totest therealistrength
of our Church, the case of the minister of
8t. Androw's occurred. It was with diff.
culy thatthe personal element in thismatter
could be set eside. But-—we say it thank.

“fully—that the Presbyterian Church in

Canada stands to-day more united than she

.did even when the act of consolidation was

sccomplished. There is o division of opin-
ion in the matter of doctrine, The Church
has shown herself to be one in respeet of
the Confession of Faith. She stands forth
before the country more strongly united on
the question of her standards thanshe ever
could have done, had not the Macdonnell
case occurrsd. There is hardly a day pass-

ing but it is felt by all‘that the best and.

wisest thing that ever was done for the
country, was to unite her Prashyterian
denominations in one great representative
body.

The strongest argument, for such a con.

-centration of forees,that could be adduced;:

was the evident result of congregations of

‘the same name, and occupying the samo

ground, uniting and forming & stronger
society thou could otherwise have existed,
Alrendy many unions of congregations have
taken ploce. In various districts we have
the gratifying epectacle of seeing the
various Presbyterian Churchos consolidated,
We are no longer familiar with the fact,
for example, of the Canads Presbyterian
Church maintaining in every possible field
an organization separate from the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland. 'The competi-
tion between oompeting congregations of
the same order has, to a large extent, dis-
appeared.  In many localities, opposing
congregations have already united, and in.
stead of presenting and iliustrating the
weakness of disunion, they are strong and
powerful through comsolidation. As the
years go on, there will be more and more
of this, until at length the happy time ar-
rives when therewill be a Church for overy
‘district, which has no longer to add to its
proper work that of competing with some
other Church of the same name and char.
sofer, In this aépect of the subjeot, local
strength must grow out of the union. Itis
ot only folt that svery thing must ba done

*

—

to unito cougrogations fhat sy evon seom-
ingly antagonistio-to ono another, but that.
thig, na thu time wears on, is being casily and
gradually nccomplished. Thero noeds no
great prophotio puwer to.sey that in many
placos whero there are nuw twu or more
congregativns duing the work of the Pres.
byterian Church, there will, by and by, bo
only ono.

In this wo bave, undoubtedly, & most
desirallo ubject to bo gnined, It s not be.
coming that we should have in any one
locality several songrogations, where renson.
ably there ought to Le but one. o can
afford to havo a Presbyterian Church
standing sido by side with a Baptist, or
Congregational, or Mothodist, or Episcopal
Ohurch., Thoro is 1o loss to tho cause of
religion in that, when wo reflect that ono
denomination may be sulted to a certain
class in the community, and ‘anofher de-
nonination to another class, and so on.
Compatitiou gocs on betweon congrogations
of differont denominations, and that is
healthy in itself, and benoficial tc tbe
Churchies at large. But wien we placo
two or moro Presbyterinn Churches close
besido each other, when thers ought in
roason to o only one, thero eanbe no other
result than opposition, andfithat of a deadly
sort. By the union of our cougrogations
in cortain localitics, on the other hand,
great aud obvious advantages immediatoly
appear, Tho expenses of earrying on the
work of thoe Church sonsibly !duninish.
Concentrated forco is more tellinglupon the
world than that which is{divided and
brolien into fragments. Thero is o greater
prospeet of largo libarelity being “shown in
tho support mven to benevolont objects.
In regard to the spivitunl education’of the
young, the results are likely to bomuch
moro satisfactory.  In ono word, concene
tration gives life, and a lifo that is felt and
can casily be controlled for tho best itorests
of Christ's kingdom at large.

While we feel there can hardly bo any
division of opinion s to this, yet we must
utter o word of caution in regaxd to this
important matter. Thore is such a thing
as pushing too hard )for the Bimmediate
union of congregations. Sufficient time
has not been allowed to elapse since the
union of the various Presbyterian Chuvches
into one National Church, to allow in
many instances of this subordinate, but
logically unsuitablo union cf congregalions
taking place. In many cases long, old
standing notions and [prejudices ha+a to
b overcome. This will take time. It.aay
be that many years shall have to pass away
befora congregations, which geographically
we should say ought to be one, can success-
fully be united together. Then thore are
questions of property involved, the gettle-
ment of which demands, not only p.tience,
but o groat deal of worldly wisdom. In
other cases, the needed condition of a-zim.
ulfaneous vacancy in all the charges w!ich
it may be desirable to unite, does not oceur.,
In such & caso, there might bo over one
congregation we think should be united
with some other, a respeeted and beloved
pastor, to whom his own people aro sin-
cerely attached, and who yet, not for want
of ability or bocause of incapacity, would
not be léoked upon with favor by those
who are strangers to him. In such a case
we should deem it extremely unfortunate,
if the matter of union should be precipitated.

Union of congregations will develop
through natural causes slone. Of this we
are assured that every Presbytery, while
alive to the importance of consolidation,
will yet exercise the highest wisdom as to
the steps they fake for its accomplishment.
We msay safely leavo the matter in their
hands, but we trust that congregations
will, in special cireumstances, exercise that
timely and Christian forbearance that is
needed, and avoid through excess of zeal,
forcing on our view what might only re-
sult in greater evils than those connected
with separate organizations.

MWinigters and Clinrches.

Tar Rev. Mr. Middlemiss and wife bave
returned to Elora, after an enjoyable . trip
fo Britain,

Revivan MerriNas are baing held in the
Prosbyterian Ohureh, at Edon Mills, with
great success, by Mr. Wilkie,

A rre-xic of the congregations and Sab-
bath schocls of Dnunn’as Settlement and
Burus’ Church, in the Township of Eees,
was held on the 61H inst.] at which woro a
number of min‘sters present who gewe ex-
cellent addresses. There were about five
hundred persons present., At tho close an
address was road, accompanied with a
purse whish contained 537, which was
pregented to Mr. Wm. J. Smyih, who is
the student missionary ovor these congres
gations this summor.—Cou.

Tk Presbyterian congrogation of Chess
terfield, having renovated their chureh,
and given it a thorongh cleausing, re-opened
it on Sabbath, 8rd Avng, when Rev. W,
Inglis, of Ayr, preached very appropriate
sermons both morning and ovenidg, The
people of Chesterfiold aro onterprising and
deserve great praiee for the very satisfne.
tory ohange they have made in ibelr |
shurch, It lias boen painied, new andele-




