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HORTICOLTIMRE,

A cotrespondent of the Germantown
Telegrapl pays that he lins found xalt o
valuable remedy for rust on the bluek-
b ey viaes, avl conchules . I buve ap
plled two or threo handf{uls un the surlaca
of the ground, in inmediately over the
roots, when the plauts were badly rusted,
1 two or threg weekathe diseaso bad disap-
peared, and the plants has made 0 good
growtlh, 1 belleve moderato applications
of salt, sowa brondeast over blackberry
pateh, would be of great bepefit as n fer-
tilizer and health renewer.”

-

THR A, 13, 0, OF STRA VBERLRY CUL
TURE,

The illustrious Boecher recently eaid
that tho world progreezes more by learn-
iog what ‘cannot be dono than by putting
in practico auy brilliantly conccived idea.
"Therefore in giving these Lits of cxperi-
onco I do so with the hope of enalling
others to avoid the crrors that I made my-
aclf, for T began with A at au catly age,
and if years of practico are tu count I am
now protty well along in the alphabet.

When askin,e information before I ever
haudled & strawberry plant, I was told to
sclect poor, light, sandy svil as the host, 1
was told that fertilizers impaired the qual-
ity of the fruit and the plants would
grow, and could bo kept clean only on
light land, Qreater mistakea wern never
made, although tho strawberry is such &
good natured plant, it will take hold and
make the best of thivgs whenever placed (a
most commendable disposition all will ad-
mit) yet it never pays tv imposo on good
nature, It is true that plants can be more
readily kopt freo of weeds on light soil,
and this is the ouly bit of truth in the in-
formation I obtained. Oa the other hand
the strawberry is an exceedingly gross
feeder——a perfect gourmand sv to #peak —
and not particular asto diet ; stable man-
ure, ground bone, wood ashes,hen manure,
night soil, hog manure, It will thrive on
them all, though it prefers to everything
clse cow manure, frown its cool nature and
abundance of nitrogen auvt. one is not like-
1y to give it too much.

Tho greater the amount of fenilizers
given the plants the greater will bo the
yield and sizo of the fruit they will give in
return,

Bezides being a great feeder it is a decp
drinker. By this I mean there are few
fruit-bearing plants that reqarre a greater
supply of water, or suffer more from the
Jack of it. Therefore, the folly of plant-
ing on light, porous soil will readily be
scen. For this reason, also, is mulehing of
great benefit to the strawberry, which I
will apeak of more {ully a little later.

I have safd the strawberry isa gour-
mand, and very much disposed to drink.
Thesc aro nataral habits and not acquired
ones, horco good, and advantage should Lo
taken of them. Were it not f{or these
propemsities it would not seem possible
for tho plants to produce the cnormous
crops that it is posiible to obtain, There-
foro in proparing the soil, not only should
itbo well fertilized and well pulverized,
but prepared deeply—a foot at least und
as much further as you will—for the
double purpose of placing in tho soil a
largo supply of plant focd and to icduce
the plants to thrust down long roots decp
in the soil to obtain it, and thus to with-
stand drought with comparatively litile
injury. There are so mary waya and die-

tances practiced in planting that I will at-

THHF CANADIAN FARMBEIR.

tempt to deseribe none lere, merely suz.
gesting that the strawberry plant is one of
tho casiest to taake live and to plant ina
manner that will admit of easy culture,
They look very pretty in narrow Tows
when first set out, but alas! the weeds
aud grass will appear, and liko bad habits,
they aro of o ranker growth and must bo
kept down or they will suppress all the
good, IC the pateh fs of much extent it
should Lo planted in a manner that will
adont of herse cultivation by all meane,

Well do I remember my first atrawbeny
bud, The way I planted it I could eulti-
vate only with the hoo and my flingers,
How ho* the weather ! ITow long the days!
How restlesidy did the corchicg suu blszs
down upen me while pulling the weeds
from among the«ww plauts,

1t requires a good deal of moral courage
to keep all of tho ruunerd cut off, but such
must by done in order to bave fine fruit.
Although easily ciippel off with a hoe,
thero iy perbapas nothing in strawberry cul.
turc 8o often neglected, both by experi-
enced and incrpericnced growers. The
latter lack knowledge, the former too
oftep lack courage to put their knowledga
in practice. But tho plants should be
keptin Lills or single rcws at best, for an
cxcess of plants hay the same influence as
weeds in a strawberry bed, diminishing
both the siza of tho berries and the
yield,

In speaking of planting, I should have
said tho plant of the strawberry is onc of
the casivst to traneplant if properly
plauted. A very common error (and one
I made to perfection in setting my first
bed) isto plant too deeply. Thno fact that
plants of cabbage, tomatoes, and many gar-
den vegetables live aud thrive better if
planted deeply, perhaps leads to this mis.
tako; at any rate, if the crowns ¢f straw-
berry plants ara placed below the surface
they will decompose and die. In plaut.
ing, sot the plants no deeper in the soil
than when growing, or with the leaves
oven with tho surface. ‘L'he roots should
bo straightened and placed their full
length in the soil, pressing it firmly on
every side to prevent drying.

To be successful in strawberry growing,
as with everythiog else, the cultivator
must be forchanded, and cspecially is this
the case in planting, which should be done
as early in the spning as the frostis out
and the soil in a condition to * work,” or
as catly in the summer as the plants have
begome well rooted.

Do not expect to excel everybody else
at the outsct ; too many entertain such
ideas aud meet with such ignominious
failures as to bo ever aftor discouraged
from making another attempt. Ia plant.
ing my first planty, no ordinary kinds
would do for me; ob, no! anc I planted
wholly of the Nicanor, then a new variety
selling at a high prico ; tho result was that
the crop was cxtraordinary only in its di-
minutive tizo in all its respects. I then
plauted Wilson and Agricnltarist, and did
“astonish the natives” in every truth,both
by the size of the berrics and the yield.

Begin with the old, reliablo eorts ; it
will be quite time cnough to court the ac-
quaintance of the frivolous bellies of the
season—the noveltics—when you have es-
tablished friendship with the wortby ma.
trons.

Iat no one plant strawberries unless ko
will protect them in winter. Who would
cxpect a cow to give a large yicld of milk,
ora horse tolook anl travel well if lefe

J would bave crowned their offurte,

oxpoed to the joclemency of the weathual
Oao wight ns welt expeet the best returne
frota his strawberry plants withont protuc-
tion, Not much 14 needed and most any-
thing will &>, for the :trawnbirry in not at
all fadtiliona; ealt mealow hay, Laves,
straw, chefly or other loeve bkt matenal i
prefurable, but thavings, pine recdles, tan
bark, or corn stalks will answer.  Lver.
green boughs are excellent ; Lut thy Lest
of all is stablo manure, a2 tho ecluble por.
tions remain upon the eurfaco and affird a
protection.

Not only doea this so.cailed  nslch pro.
tect the plants from the cold and Ligliting
winds of the wintr, but keeps the grouud
cool and meist durivg <privg and tho fruit-
ing ecacop, keeping the fruit from the
ground in a cluan and round conditivn, It
should not be applied tntil the ground hes
become elightly frozem in autumn ; Lot
under no circumetances allow it allto re-
nmain to prove a smothering blauket to the
plants when growth etarts in spring.  This
will be the caze unless a portion is removed
80 8001 a3 the ground becomes thawed and
scttles in ~pring,

After that nothing remains to b done
except wait a fow wecks until strawborry
time, and then ~1 decan it uuneceseary to
explain what to do, even to a novice,
—Green’s Fruit Grover,

POULITIY,
For tho- CA;'.\li};t:' }'Alt\l'};llu o
THK CHICKS,
BY R. I, B»EATH.

Reports from the chicken raisers
throughout the country tell of good success
this year with the hatcking, and anticipate
apy quantity of maguificent poultry for
the coming markets. Large numbers of
amateur breeders got rather® discourazad
last year, and tbrew up the spowge on
poultry-raising.  1lad they stuck to is and
tried it again this year, ne doubt success
Lhe
neats this year are full of- chicks, and, of
course, tho old grannies are accounting for
it becauso of the lack of thunder storms,
but it would be more correct to attribute
it to a littlo extra caro and attention, A
greal mauy people who want tu raise
poultry are exceedingly careful about get-
ting good eggs, and, of course, that is com.
mendable, but then they very often say
after all that tho eggs were rotten, aud, of
course, no chicks were forthcoming. Is
that the fault of the eggs? Wo think not.
The tact of the eggs being rotten tells a
story that life existed there sometime, and
no doubt that life was destroyed by the
imorovertreatment which the eggs received.
On the whole,however,the scason hasbeen a

‘good ono, 8o far as hatching is concerned,

but it is not nearly so good with regard to
raising, The frequent cold nights, and
frosts stunned the chickens, and demand
that -we must give them extra care.  This
pays in the end, and our poultry-raising
friends ehould aco to it, that the wee chicks
are comparatively as carefully put away
as the children of the family, Bsth are*
young; both are tender; both must have
extra care.

A GOOD CHICIKKXEN COOP.

A good, light and durable chicken cood
is made as follows :—Make a frame for an
A ” shaped coop, which i3 not a dificult
work to do. Cover both sides with =2
single ply tar paper. Coat once with tar
and then sprinkle with sand. Near the
top & hole for ventilation can be covered

with wire notting (a picco of au ohd sieve
an~wering cajutally), and elate may protect
the eutrance. The inside should be whsse.
washed, and the flyor shoull Lo wnard a
little emaller than the frame, a0 that the
latter can dip down over it. By this
means rata witl Lo kept out, A board can
Lo kept to cover the ceatrance openiug at
night,
for tho CA.\'.\I:l;; ‘{z;r:n:mn. T
POULTRY NOTES,

Lit <hikens bo constantly supplied with
frosh water.

Whon you feed rico mix it with other
focds Cuok it before feeding,

Tie poultry houso should bo thoroughly
cleancd and whitewashed inside.

Uivo your chickens milk; it iz oue of
the muxt valuable feods they can receive.

Dow’t let chicks out too early in the
morting, the wet gross will affect them
injurivualy.

Tho carlier you can get your chickeus to
market, the better will they pay. Remem.
ber this and feed them generonaly,

Don’t fevd constantly ono food. Chango
the divt and thus conault their tastes oc-
casdonally. They will do better on it

Chickens like suushine; but o very hot
M o2 A sugsteer day i3 injurious to them.
Thaey ehould have proper shade to go to.

Feed your chickens at stated houre.
They have organs of digestion to bo kept

in proper order as well as their owners
have,

Keep your chickens out of storms and
they will thrivo better, This ia also o pre-
ventative for gapes, diarrkwea and other
ailmente.

If your hens look miserable don’t bo
sure that they have no lica. Whitewash
the poultry house and then dust it inude
with 1nsect powder ; this will get into the
cracks and croviecs whero the whitewash
fails to penetrate. Better dust a iittle
under the wings of each fowl. This plan
of treatment will banish the lice.

When your fowls get Roup separate the
sick Ynrd from the rest at once and place it
in a comfortable coop. Tho nostrila and
beak must be washed clian with castils
soap and tepid water, then inject iuto the
nostrils with a small syringe, cither from
tho outelde or through the slits in the
meuth, 8 solution of chlorate of potash,
4 good gargle is one of vinegar and salt
slightly wa med, to which may bo added a
half teaspoonful of alecohol or otber liyuor,
wse a small stick with a rag on top and
swab tho mouth aad throat twico a day.
Put about four drops of tincturo of acunite
in a half piot of the drinking water. .

Young Mcen !—Read This.

T Vorraic gLt Co.,, of Marshall
Mich.,, offer to send their celebrated
ErLectro Vorraic BEnt and other Erkc-
TRIC AYPLIANCES on tnial for thirty days,
to men (voug or old) afllicted with nerv-
ous debility, 1res of vitality and mashood,
and all kindred troubles, Also for rheu--
matism, ncunalgia, paralysiz, and many
other disceases. Complete restoration
to health, vigor and mavhood guuranteed
No risk is incurred as thirty days trial is
allowed. Write them au once for illust-
rated pawpblet free.

Talma capes for summer mantles aro
made of loops of beads resting on chenillo
loops; these form the entire cqpe, to which
i3 added a fripge of beads with chenillo in
it,




