TRUTH.

the name of the Dominion of Canada. Lower
Conada was callod Quebec, and Upper Can-
ada Oatarlo,
THE LKOISLATURE

is compoeed of & Governor (icnoral, s sort of
» constitational viceroy, psmod by the
crown 3 of a Scnato, and & House of Com-
mons, Tho Senate cousists of soventy-six
inemnbers, appoirted for life by tho crown, of
whom twonty four each are from Quebec
and Ontarlo, The House of Commons is
ropresentative, its members being elected
for five years. The Doninfon now inoludes
Ontario, Quebee, Nova Scotia, Now Bruns-
wick, Princo Edward’s lsland, Brithb Co-
lumbia, Manitoba, and tho torritory of the
North-West, or Hudeon's Bay Territory.
Thus it is fulfilling the predioction of the
great American atatcsman, Willam H.
Seward : ““Canada fe destined to bocome the
seat of a groat empire, the Rusaia of North
Auwerioa, but a Russia with olvilization more
advanced than the Rusia of Europs,” An
{llustrated paper of the Dominion has pub-

lished a patriotic caricature representing the
Canadian Galliver with a debonair and F cid
figure, without avy imp'ements save his
geutic arms and haods, solzing and awal
owing the greater part of the American
continent, while a crowd of Lilliputians,
armed to the teeth, Turks, Yankecs, Ger

mans and Italisus, survey him with an

envious and astonished air.

In order to develop her resources, and to

oren the way for immigration, that her im.
meose tracts o, unused land may moro rap
idly become the granary of the world, Can-
ala is furrowing her domaics with canals,
and interlacing them with lines of railroads.

The Grand Trunk railway, traveralog the
e., to Detroit, has
been built, with its Victoria bridge (one of
e world)

country frrm Portland,

the most noted stractures in
croasing the St. Lawrenoe opposite Montreal,
Immetse sums of money have been spent in

order to convert the St. Lawrence imnto a

canal. And now she ix constrasting a trans-

continental road, which, binding the two
oceans from Port Moody to Halifax, will
croes the entire confederation, Theyexpeok
to finlah this route in 1886, and it is estimated
that the journey from Liverpool or Havre

to Japan will be a thousand miles shorter
by this road than by the transcontinental
ruutes of the United States.

Almost in the middle of the Dominion, at
an equal distance from the pole to the

equator, lies tha territory of
MANITOBA.

There lived in 1869, a population half

nomadic, called the half-breeds, sprung from
marrisges between the French Canadians
aod the Indians. They spoke the French
langusge, and professed the Cathollo relig-
fon, Aiter the delivery of this country by
the Hudeou's Bay Company to the Dominion,
the Government detormined to direct toward
it « stream of English emigration. Theyseat
& governor and soma anrveyors to resido at
Winnipeg, the capital, But the natives
warned theia they might look for trouble if
they attempted to place, without consulting
them, new inhabitants upon the 1and which
thoy and their anocestors, from time immem.
orial, had held and enjoyed. The govern-
ment way not to be frightened, and so the
conflict came, The half-breeds obliged the
governor to leave, and conutituted a pro-
visional governmont, with a president at ita
head, They then drew mp a declaration,
of which the following s the preamble :

We, the r presentatives of the ple,
asembled in council at Fort Gerry, Novem-
ber 24, 1809, after baving invoked the God
of nations * * * golemuly declare, in
the name of our constitution and in our own
name, before God and men, that werefuseto
recogalre the aunthority of Canada, which
pretends to have the right to command us
and imposs upon us a de-potic form of gov-
ernment.”

Later, however, they changed their opia-
ion, and entered into negotiations with the
federal governmeat. Xat at the moment
when all things had been arranged without
blcolshed, thoe English coloniits, who wers
very numerous avound Lake Wianipeg, rose
in fnsurrection againat the talf-breeds. The
preaident of the latter, Louis Riel, who took
upon himself the role of dictator, had the
leading mutincers ssized, and their chief,
namod Scott, was tried, condemned and
ahot. Far from establishing his authority,

own

this axenution discoursged the nativesthom-
aclves, and when two battalions of militia
under Col. Wolseloy arrived on tho ground,
thoy woto woloomed as liberators by tho
halt-breeds, and Riel, witb his loading nc-
complices, flod to tho United States. A
compromize was then cffected, and Manitoba
was annexed to the Dominion as an auton.
omoue province, Itacndato Parliamenttwo
scnators and five reprosontatives. Wiunipeg
oontains 30,000 inhabitants, and property
has increased its value to an_oxtraordinary
degres, as the following snecdoto will show :
A parishionor of Archbishop Tache, obliged
to leave the country, sought tho archbishop,
ond excusing himuelf for not bolog abls to
pay'tho ront of his church pow, offered as
part payment a small piece of Lind 3 “‘scarcely
what would pay for a low mass,” thnidly
said tho poor men. Ten yoars later that
land brought $14,000,
FINSKCES,

In spite of the expenscs occasioned by hor
canals and railroads, the people of the Do-
minion are, perhaps, amongall the tax-payors
of the civilized world, thoso upon whom the
smalleat ratcs are levied. Thereisnoatand-
ing army, only a simple militia of about
60,000 men, {[’hew expenzes of govern-
ment in 1834 amounted to £28,730,167 The
receipts for the same yoar were $36,800,000.
The minister of finances, in making out his
estimates for the year 1885 placed them as
follows : Expenses, $29.811,639; receipts,
$31,000,000, which wero to be raised as fol-
lows: Duties, $20,000,000 ; excises, 5,600,
000 ; postoffice returns, £1,000,000 ; public
works, 3,000,000 ; interest on investmonts,
£750,000 ; other sources, $800,800. Duties
on goods supply the scurce of two thirds of
all the receipts, In 1880 they adopted a
vory strict system, which, without any dis
tinction, exacts duties fron Euglish goods
as from apy other nation. Oun the other
hand, Englmd has granted tothem the right
of oonoluding tresties of commerce with for-
eiglg natione, .

he only difforence of opinion in regard to
the question of tariff existing between the
two parties is that the liberals wish the laws
of entrance to be more moderate than the
conservatives have made them, but neither
of them will adopt the cosmopolitan theories
of European free trade. Tho English com-
pave protection to a bullet, ian tariff
to a museum of instruments of torturs, and
declare that in following the example of the
United States, the Dominion has forgotten
the fable of the frog which wished to become
the size of an ox. 'The Canadians hold that
they shall do what they think best for their
country, and that duties are the taxes lcast
inconvenient to raise; that they save national
work ; aud that they not only have madeup
the deficits of the pist, but have putinto the
treasury an exceas, so they have been able
to reduce them to the amount of two and
ons-fourth millions dollary, The tariff for
protection has become a tariff for revenue,

Sinoe 1853 especislly,

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

has madegreat progress. ‘Those people who,
under the patronago of the crown of Eng.
land, have xuliu:.gtbe_ ideal conception of a
conservative and Christian republic, hold
that public schools are among tho luxuries
of & young nation, and do not hesitato toim-
pos2 upon themselves hoavy sacrifices, »s
m believe they will result in good totheir
dren. In the province of Quebec alono,
government cxpended during the year 1682.
83, $350,000 for ackool buildings, while tho
contributions pald directly by tho psople
amounted to more than $2,000,000.
populationot 1,359,027 inhabitants, statistics
show that there are 5,039 schoolsof different
cades ; 7,211 professors and teachers, and

5,225 scholars, making an average of ono
scholar for every six inhabitants, A« to
universitjes and colleges, they do not come
under the school regulations, but are inde-
pendont ioatitutions, which, however, may
rocelve appropristions from the govornment
on condition of making & report each yearto
the suporintendent. Wheo ia a achool dis-
trict thero live s numbor of families who
profess a different religion from that of the
majority. they have the right to have for
their children separate achools, under the
cars of three officials; chosen by thrm,
Thus Catholica and Protestants have equal
privileges, and ovorytl!lnéz is done to scctro

¢t for religion, indypendende to tho

u, and hiaactive and conatant interest

in educational matters. Tao circulars of the
&mscnt superintendent, M. Ouimot, defino
clear terms tho spirit of the school lawsin
Quebec : *‘In our system of primary inatruc.

tion we first teach the childrenthe catochism

of truo religlon, In order that thoy oy
know how to serva Qod ; then the manuals
of agriculture and of design, irorder to put
them in condition to serve tholr country.
For God and country ! Behold the words
which tho Canadian legislaturo aasinscribod
on the walls of hor cducational institutions.
Tho stato unites itaclf to tho two systems of
voligion {n the matter of education, anddocs
not authorizo any sohool to bo atheistical,
but demands of it to ko Christlan boforo it
accords holp, It doos not provide that ono
cburch shall be helped rather than snother.
Full and entire liberty it demands, and from
tll\il”comos porfect harmony among the peo-
ple.
RELIOIOUS LIBERTY

marches by the aide of educational lberty.
Each church supports iteelf ; tho atate no
lopger takea cognizance of clergy or congre-
gations, to protect thom, to annoy them or to
porscoute. Thoy can, as the citizens, found
a university, a colloge, or a school,

Mecn such as Lavolle and Racine hava ac-
complished wonderful results in plantin in
the moat Merren regions, at the poril of their
lives, strong and fourlshing colonies  *Go
west,” inceasantly repeated Horaco Greole
to young Americans. ‘‘Go north, Frenc
Canadians and Catholics,” said Father La.
belle, with a prophetic foresight.

CANADIAN LITRRATURR

only dates back to 1840. Beforo that time
it was inade ap of songs, Such a literature
was absolutely esscntial to the gay and soci-
able raco who consoled {self, n all its
troubles, with atanzas. There was a time
when France held tho government under
control by her songs. Did any Caunadian
patriot attract attention by some great deod ?
At once a song was written. Was theques.
tion that of elections? They addressed
themaclves to some crude pott, and sharp,
malign couplots soon overran the country.
Tho festival of St. Jean Baptiste has far.
nished many a contribution to this list, and
Sir Georgo Cartier owes in great part hie
pularity to the fact tha¥ ho composed one
or the first banquet, in 1834. Often amcn3
the remote rural districts are found people
possessing magnificent tenor voices, which
would make the fortune of an impressario
who wouid cowr.e from the other side of tho
water to look them up.

“Wo aro yot amateurs,” said one of their
writers to me,  Without endorsing this very
modest judgment, ore can but admit that
up to the gzueut time cur American con-
sins have been more occupied with making
history than with writin% it. Action h.s
absorbed thonght. They have ruo, closely
presscd on all sides, to tho conti:mbt of poli-
tical liberties. Thae books which they pub.
}shed during their ursettled national his.
tory partook of tho character of the timos,
as the yreat work of Qarnosu will show,
which was a rovelation to his countrymen,
and was of moro valuo to them than an
army, aince it assurcd them of a nation’s
fuith and the certainty of success. The
greater part of the writers have beon obliged
to tax tkeir ingennity fora livelihoed, and
too often politics, that deceptive siren, kecps
them from tboso severe studies which alone
will bring talent to maturity.

In poetry, MM, Cremaxe and Louis
Frechetto bave loft behind them all rivals,
High inspiration, poetic forvor, appreciation
of natare, and love of country have made
them truo poets, Oue cannot read without
emotion some of the productions of M
Cromazie. His patriotic songs, which seecm
to have boen breathed from the very heart
of tho country itaclf, in a 1angusgo harmoni-
ous and vibrating, do not for an ins .t do-
cline iu interest or power. Tho verses of
M. Frechetto arc written in a graceful style,
and possess a youthful freshnoes, Inhistory,
M, I’Abbo Casgrain, Senjamin Sulto and
Joseph Tasse have becomo distinguished.
M. Tasse, in his book, *Canadians of the
YWeat,” tolls of the pioneers of the Amorican
continent, those who penetrated into theiay
regions of tho pole, who crossed the Rocky
Mountains, and spread over the fortile
plains of Mexico; and has shown that of
them all the French in the Csnadian sottle.
ments were the only ones who treated the
Todiaus bonorably and kindly, and who
succeode? in winning their respect and af-
fection.

Tho group of prosa writers and romancers
is increasing overy uay. Ono of tho best,
without doubt, is M, J. C. Tache, thoauthor
of three legends, oach of which characterizes
an ¢poch in tho history of tho Indips. M.
do Gaspo, with his ““Ancicnt Csnadians,”

and M, Joseph Marmette, with. his historio

romances, havo acqufred a woll morited re-
putation,

What, then, shall bo tho alm 1a the future
of Cavadiau literatoro? To acquiro now
strongth and vigor without cosaing thostudy
of tho past ; to rovive the gloslous annale’;
to gather with a plour care its logends ; to
identify itsolf also with the present; to
palut tho mannors and the contomporaneous
social lifo ; to note and to roport the majoetio
sy mphoby of their land ; never to lodo sight
of tho thought of Carlyle, thut the univereo
ia & temple a2 woll aa a workshop. Such
will bo the duty of Canadian writers.

Tho Cavadiana through all tho yearasinco
their country passcd out of tho hands and
the control of the French, have olung to
them with groat affoction, drawn by sumo
Krofound and mystio instinct, by tho lines of

oredity, the power of traditions, the reli
gion of memery. Thoy are not ignorant of
tho fact that If thoy had remained united to
France, thoy would not now have, in all pro-
bability, thelr free soclal and religious iu-
nﬁtu‘.lonu_; they would likely have formed
an administrativo culony such as Algeria.
They kuow that it was England who sent
them, under hard eircumnstances, perhaps, to
the achool of liburty, and to hor they are in-
debted for their proapority, but they look to
France atill as their mothor country. Why
should not that country give them somo
more solid proof of ity aftection? While
wlt{x South America the aunual exchanges
of France aro counted by the hundred mil
lion, and great numbers of French pooplo
emigrato thoro, her total commerco with
Qunnda doea not oxceed $15,000,000, and it
is with groat dufficulty that she has com.
wmenced to send thithor a fow of her citizons.
Why should not Fronch cmigration dircct
itself toward a country whoro wages aro
good, tho aoil fortile, where property offers
1tself to all, and whore a welcomo is awaiting
them? Why should not the French go to
visit the Canadians and learn of thom how a
people became and romain freo?
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LORD BEACONSFIELD,
BY If. 3. 1N,

It is four o'clock in the morning of Tucs-
day, 19th April, 15S1. In a sumptuously
furnished room at Hughenden Manor, Lord
Beaconefiold's country acat, tho curtain has
rung down upon tho last act in the thrilling
drumaof “Vivian Grey.” For fcllfifty years
this play had occupied the boards of tho Eng-
lish political theatre. Now tho Lrilliant per-
former who had filled the title role of the
pleco is no more. Tho “trained lightninge”
flash tho news from city to city and from
continent to continent,

Tho literary world, still deoply immersed
in “Kndymion,"” mourncd becaure theactive,
fruitful, myriad sided brain had ceased to
act,

In tho political world, the very atmos-
phero of which was charged with tho theories
and opinions of the great stateaman, tho an-
nouncement of his death was received with
profound sorrow, Kings, quecns, emperors
and presidonts wired messages of condolonce,
and tho quecn of the realm did honor to the
deceased earl in exproasicza of tho sincoreat
sympatby.

The marvelloua carcer of Benjamnin Dis
racli possesscs peculiar interest fur thoso
who wish to distinguish themscives in the
raco of lifo. This being the fact, a bricf
glance at tho history of ons whose labors
have Loen 30 n« toworthy, and tho incldents
of whoso lifo aro so full of thrilling and ro-
mantic opisodes, must bo attended with
good results. Tho reciting of such narra-
tives bas often proved an incontive to lofty
endeavor and the spatk which fired a noble
ambition,

It is not precisely known in what year
Bepjamin Disracli was born.  Mr, Piclotto,
an intimato friccd of the family, saya the
ovont oc.urzed on tho 2lst of December,
1804, whilst Disracli himae)f fixed the date
» yoar later—1805,




