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L -- bougli Dr. Stafford's sojourn among us
t~ £~sbrief, lie won many %varm friends and

bis memoryr stili remains to those of lis
congregation an example of a gifted and
-brilliant'life devoted to the cause of Christ.j

'EThe glory of ai nation lies not ini the
pathi ôf conquest amiid heaps of gory sliini

-and the ashes of buringi l~i1-iiiets, bat in
the v.ictory of mind over mnatter, the pro-
grcss of literature, science andciiart. 'fie
advance of litcrature mnarks al. grand
mlaich of' mental and inc-ral culture.
'The barriers of bigotry and ignorante
are riapidly disappearing b-fore h d
vent of a wvider range 0f thouglit. Though
the bhand of.-tire has suarreri and seamied

~-.-j~~ÜGotic edifice and.traiicd the i vy over
the ruiin& (,,-heNornîant castie, its =er-
in Y touch rests ligrhtly on the old masters
of English literature. The nineteenith
century stili drinks at the il well of En-_
IM undefyled," and derives its inspira-

tion fromi the bard of Avon.
-- Shakespeare's in fluten ce on th e li teratu re
of bis Ow'ni age is associated with the

* progress of the dritma.a During the tinie j
* tfchaucer mysteries oî mliratcle playýs

-vexe celébi'«tzd by thec liurchmnen to in-
*struet the people regairding Biblicail chazr-

acters -and the legends of the sa~ints.
These finally bec-ane secularized, t--t.kiiig

* tIc f ormu of the Interlude. Thie comiedy
sprang from the interlude winning its
Iirst triuimphi in Ra.lph Roister Doister.

- .Tlhe story of Gorbuzduc next laidi ('laiii to
publie attention Iind foundeci the tragedy.
N'Otwithsta nding the great advanve, made
-sice the timne of the> early draina, thes-.
plays were duil and insipid, dev'oid 0f
ieal hurnan interest. The inuireasing de.
ma'id- foi' crainatic, literature is ex'inved
by tlr,ý group of wvriters whio now begran
tb give their attention to it, Ford, MIar-
lowe., Gree-ne, Kyd and Peele. Aetuated
ox c -tprice andl bowing at the shrie uf
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* popul-ir opii, their fiîicst productions
weeinvested Nvith at s-Cini-b.trbarisnm
slias cliitricterized tlicir lives.
Froni the rude quarry 0f the middle

ages, the stately edifice 0f Eniglisli literai-
turc inow rose in all its spiendor. The
roug-h hiewt ore ini the lrtnd of the min&i
andi the pohishl em ailt the Laffiditry bear
littie siniflarity, its sy11m1et.ry and its
beauty are the result of combiiied labor.

~Shlcspar'sgenius never shione more
I'espl(?ldeIlt than w-lien breathing lite into
the dlust and aisiies or the past, retouching
and condensin-" the treastîred inaterial of
the agoes. Aw'are that mloderm originiality
coiisists inii resettiniI'- anciient g.ein 0f
thiough-It: Sh:-kespeare conibined the i'e-
search), and the sublime ideats of his pre-
clecessors inI hZS Carlv p]aflyS Venuits and
Adonis Romneo andi Juliet, ),,i(lsuiimer
Ni2hits Dreimn lire fitlmonls, îîotblecauise of
uique çonc(eptîoni, b)ut foi, tlie blenidiing,
of exqnisite thouglît andl exquisite verse.
Ransacking the dusty pages of a decayed
civilization and ex-,ploriingi the misty realms
of the ideal %vorld, lie elevated the drana:
from mnere imitation to art. The dim
shades of thouglit and fancy which had
as yet found no adequate expression, were
seized witli a grasp of a master n2ind and
placed before tbe world of letters for ever.

This Iiterary age, the Shiakespearian, was
one of regal magnificence combining muchi
of the spiendor of the Orient, withi the
exquisite hiarmony of combination and
syrinmentry of form which mark, the writings
of this great author. No one writer has
bequeathed such an array of characters or
exhibited s0 comnpletely t'le hurnan mind
ini ail its varied moods and phazes from the
cruelty and extortion of .Shylock to the
mad, overchargeci sou! of H-amiet, wlio
thinks Ilthe tirne is out of joint." The pan-
orama of' human life, fromn the cradie to the
grave is cnshrined in a volume of his plays
and poerms. The inmost recesses of the
soul are explored, and every chorci and
passion vibrates with his touch. Classic
legend, fairy tale and ballad lore form the
ground wvork of thic most intercsting threaid
of comedy and tragedy, woven yet by artis-
tic hanci.

Recent researcli clearly dlemonstrates


