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As Christmas Duy is the festival of
thanksgiving for the Incarnation,Thanks-
giving Day, though lacking the ecclesius-
tical authority of the Nativity, is the
festival of thanksgiving for those gifts
which are witnesses of the one great
Gift. Thanksgiving Day us we have it
in Canada we owe to the United States.
The Puritans of New England first ob-
served it in 1683, the first day of October
in that year seeing its promuigation by
the Court of Massachusetts. The hard-
ships and difficulties of the new eolunies
when surmounted made thanksgiving a
very natural sentimeut. The successful
harvesting of precarious crops, the safe
arrival of eagerly looked-for vessels,
immunity from the ever-imminent peril of
attacks by Indizus, all tended to make
the giving of thanks much more than a
_ bare formality.

In vdmes of comparative prosperity and
of gssured security, the virtue of thanks-
giving is much more dificult of attain-
ment. There Is » standing temptation to
regard our well-being as arising mainly
from ourselves. The sense of

« g divinity that shapes our ends”
tends to become falnter, aud with a fad-
ing idea of the Personality of Providence,
thaoksgiving becomes a form of empty
words.

The praise of the lips by itseif will
never bring us to the “desired haven;”
thanks must be expressed in the life, ia
beneficent deed, in kindly, sympathetic
word and thought, if we would be pos-
sessed of the virtue and habdit of thanks-
giving. The appeal of the Executive
Committee on behalf of the Home Mis-
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sion Fuud gives us one way of making
our thankfulness real and practical. In
mauny pluces this year's oppurtunity is
gone, as far as the actual Thanksgiving
Service is concerned, but to those who
have it yet befure them we submit the
claims of men and women and children
on far off ranchk.s and louely farm-
steadings. As we remember them in the
words of thanksgiving for “us and all
men,” let us help to make them partakers
with ue in the privileges of the Ligher
life, the joyous freedom of the Guspel
of the Kingdom of God.

The Mounted Rifles.

Major Goneral Hutton addressed an
interested audience in Calgary on Satur-
day afternoon, 7th ult., in refereace to his
proposed scheme of mounted riflemen.
TheGeneral was careful to drawdistiuction
between mountad infantry and mounted
rifles. As he explained, it is impossible
to have the former tl you have infantry,
for with a mounted infuntrymun the
.orse is simply 2 means of locomotion.
The mounted rifieman on the other hand
must be essentiully a horseman; with
him the horse is not merely a means of
locomotion but an adjunct of himself
with whi~h he must be prepared to
galop, jump, travel, or charge as occasion
requires. General Huttou proceeded to
give an account of the practically certain
effects of his scheme. Inthe first place,
the great industry of the country, horse-
breeding, would be encouraged, It has
been found by experience in Australia
and elsewherc, that the bringing together



