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As Charistmas Day luthe festival or

thanksglvlng for the lncarnatlonTliaks-

glvlng Dtiy, though iacklng the ecclesias-

tical authorlty of the Nativlty, la the

festival of thanksglving for those gits

which are wltngesaes of the one great

Gift Thanksgiving Day as we have it

lu Canada we owe to the ulJnted States.

Tite Puritans of New England first ob-

served It ln 1688, the fit et day uf October

lu that year seeing its promulgation by

the Court of Masschusetta. The hard-

shlps and difficulties of the new colonies

when surmounted made tluanksgiving a

very naturali sentiment The aucceustal

hnrvesting of precarlous cropa the safe

arrivai of eagerly looked-for veasels,

lmmunity froas the ever-immlnent peril of

attacks by Indians, ail tended to make

the givlng of tbanks machi more than a

bare formality.

In urnes of comparative prosperlty and

of &.sured secnrlty, the virtue of thanks-

givlng la much more dlfâicult of attain-

ment There ls a standing temptat:on to

regard our well-belng as arlilg maiuly

from ourselvea. The sense of

" a divinity that shapes our ends"

tends to become faînter, and with a fad-

ing idea of the persouality of Providence,

thanksgivlug becomes a fOrma of empty

worda.

The praise of the lips by Ittelf wIll

never bring us to the "desired haven;"

thanka muet be expressied In the lueé, la

beneficent deed, in IkindlY, sYmPathe

Word and thought, Ir we would be pos-

sessed ot tige virtue and habit o! thanks-

giving. The appeal o! the ExecutIve

CommIttee on belualf of the Home ifr-

sion Fuud giveLtus une way ut maklnig

or thankfulnesa real sud practical. In

mauy places titis year's opportunlty la

gune, as far as the actuai Thauksglvlng

Service la concerned, but wo those who

have It yet before themg we submlit the

claims o! men and womten and chlldren

on far off runeL.s and luely farm-

steading9. As we remember them ln the

words of thauksglving fur " us and al

men," let us help to make them partakers

with us lu the prîvileges of the L.igher

life, the joyous freedomg ot the Gospel

o! the Kiugdom of God.

The Mounted Rifles.

Major General Hutton adÎàresed an
iuterested audience ln Calgary on Satur-

day afternoon, 7th it., lu reference to bls

proposed scheme of xrounted riflemea.

TheGeneral waaeareful todrawdiatluctlou

between muunt9d infautry aud mounted

rifles. As he explained, lz la Impossible

wo have the former tOU yen have lufautry,

for with à mounted infantryman the

.torse la simply a means o! locomotion.

The mousitedl ritieman on the other band

muet be essentially a horseqian; wlth

hlm the horse le net merely a means of

locomotion but an adjunet of himselt

wlth whShe muat be prepared to

galop, jiimp, travel, or charge as occasion

requirea. Getteral Hutton proceeded wo
give u aecont of the practically certain

effects ot bis scheme. lu the tirst place,

the great luduatry o! tise colntry, horse-

breeding, would be encouraged. It lias

been fouud by exDerieuce lu Auaîralla

and elsewberc, that the briuging txogether
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