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D)r. FrI-. Richarcison, on1 ail) nîcclico-legal sub-

)rTemple, oni the lise andl abuse of pessaries.
Dr. Shecarci, oni the pathological, chaniges in the

blood or tiGsucs wrought by bacteria.
Di., (drighit, on1 the sections andi sutures in

'bullet wounids of the intestines.
Advisory Cominittee, the miembcrs; of whichi,

iiiemiberS of the Association miay consult in cases
-Of uinjust suits against Ohent for mal-practice

Dr. 'L'horburn, ''oronto, Chiairinan ; Drs. Moorc,
l3rockw'ille ; Suillivan ancl 1-lienderson, Kingston;
:l)ay, n['enton ; kýichiardson and White, T[oronto;
IValoh l-amilton ; Mar-rison, Selkirk ;E ccles,
London ; ani Tlaylor, Goderich.

.St. Louis Medical Society.

Dr. I. ÎN. Love read the following paper on
'The Practical AppFcation of Glycerine:
There is no0 one disturbance that superficiaily

viewecl, seemns 50 triial, andi yet 'whichl mlay be the
,cause, directly or indirectly, of suich positive injury to
the huiman anatoni)y as constipation. fl inifluitile
life, anid during ail ages, l)articularly among wvomen,
it is a prevalent clisorcler. 'l'ie numirber of cases of
hremorrhloîds, prolapse of the rectum, fissure and

fistula. of the anus, flot to speak of the cases of
frêver due to absorption of ptor11aines, ail traceable
to constipation, cannot be reputed. Aily proced-
tire tliat promises relief for this dire disturbance
.should be t1horouighly testeci, and if efficacious,
-aclopted.

In -die JJri/isi .dfedica/ /l rii of I)ecember
.24, i 887, D)r. J uliu's Aithus reports, %vith the on-
dorsenient of his own experience, a- l)rocedure
i ecommendled 1)y Anacker f'or the relief of habituai
,constipation, viz., the inject.ion by icans of a smll
glass, or hiard rubber syrinige, of a teaspoonifutl of
glycerine into the rectum. Anl evacuation of the
boivels uisuahly occurs inmediately, or within) a few
mi inu tes.

'l'lie rationale of its action giiveni by Anacker is
that glycerine, in conisequence of its pronouinced
afflnity for w'ater, when placed Nvithin the rectum,
abstracts moisture from it, causing llyperoemlia and
irritation of the sentient: nerves of the rectum,
which leads reflexly to active and pr~ompt I)eristal-
tic contractions, encling in defecation. 'i'he greater
the accumulation of fïecal rratter in the rectum,
die more deciclec the effect. Thiere is no unpleas-

anltness or paiimi, l)ut the action takes place ci/o, /u/c

et jmcaimda. Someitimies ai litle fullniess andi
throbbing is felt: in tlîe rectum for a fewv minutes
afterwards.

Althaus expressed the opinion that this plan, on
account of its similicity andi reacliness, wvould be
found to constitue a veritable improvement in thie
therapeutics of constipation. Thli ýim plicit.y anud
l)ractical value of the iclea impressec ime the
moment nmy eye feil upon the article of Althaus,
and I diemonstrated its value %vithin anl hour, and
from dit time to the present, a l)eriod of ov'er six
wveeks. I hiave applied it nîany times daily %w'here
thie conditions suggested it, and no mnatter wliat
the age, or clegree of constipation, the response lias
been unifori 'ancd promp)t. lIn a large Iiuniler of
infanîts and niiotliers whiere liabituaI constipation
li beemi preserit froni tie birth of the former the
remiedy prodtîcec i nsîtntaneous relief; and coulCC
w'ith broken closes of the nîifr chloride to stinîulate
thîe secretory system, I believe it furnisiies a kev to
unlock the comîstipated conditioni %hichi caîî be de-

penclec tîpon. l have directed the use of the
glycerine injection at a definite hour each dla, and
have succeedeci iii estabtilisinai rectmi'rity iii alnîost
every, instance.

liere is nlo question about the securement of
anr evacuiation alnîost immiiediately after tAie glycer-
mne injection. 'l'lie main point iii order to obtain
a result that w~ilh be lastinig ini chiaracter is to imi-

pre~ss the p)atient or attendant witli the importance
of giving the injection at a certain Lime eachi day.
lIn a few cases of piles and severe rectal irritation
acconîpanying constipation, both conditions were
more s.itisfaictoril3, relieved by the glycerine tiîan
tlîey liac been previouisiy by purgatives andi seda-
tive ointnîients. Thîis renieclv is a valtiabie one iii

beimîg efificient, simple, and Coliîvceniien t. lit is stîr-

prising that somne onc hiad not dhougit: of and
applied it before.

Apropos to this subject, D)r. Edwarcl R. Mfayer,
of W'ilkesbarre, Peninsyivania, reports mn the Aidcal
Nzews, of 1Pebruary 25, the use of an inîjection of
tvo tluid ourîces of Nvarnîed glycerine tlîrougli a
large flexile rectal tube, inserted at least sevenl
inclies, for the relief 0 f intestinal obstryctiomî due
to l)araiysis of the nîuscular coat of the bovel,
superindu ced anid accompan ied by periton itis. Ail
othier mneamîs for securing anl evacuiation of the
boweh having failed. Dr. Mayer havimig been uni-
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