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Another encouraging thing to remember about cancer is that it iF.
flot contagious. In spite of the enormous number of cancer asesthroughout the country we do flot know of a single proved case o con
tagion. On the other hand, we have rnany reasons which practically
arnount to proofs that it cannot be transmitted. Nurses and others who
are obliged to, care for patients affiicted with cancer need have no fear
of contracting the disease through their labors.

It is not a rare occurrence to find well-established cancerous growths,
of which the individuals are wholly ullconscious. In another dlass of
cases, slight ulceration or persistent stornach or intestinal derangements,
whieh are noted by the individual, but disrnissed as of littie importance,
are found on close investigation to be of maligniant character. As alread'y
stated, it is a great m1ttake to be continually looking for trouble of this
kind, and the way to avoid this bad habit is to follow the system of
periodic exarnination wherein the body is automatically protected against
th,. developinent of unsuspected dîsease, and the mind is relieved of
worriment and responsibilitY in these matters.

WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW ABOUT CANCER.
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SAN'T you give me sorne hope, Doctor ?" said the pale, sad-faced
cwornan. "The children need me here 80 rnuch. My husband died

some years &go, and I arn ail they have. 1 did not know that an opera-
tion had to be done early. My rnother had a cancer, and when this lump
,arne 1 thought I knew what it wau, but I did not dare tell anyone, or
corne to sec you, because I had heard ber say that operations did no
good. 1 saw an advertîsernent of a salve, and so, I bought sorne of that
anid rubbed it on, but it seerned only to rnake things worse. Now 1
corne to you, and ail yoa say is, 'If you had only corne in tirne!' I did
not know that a cancer could be eut out and neyer corne back, if it was
only done soon enougli. There bas been 80 rnuch in the newspapers
latelY about wonderful cures with radium. I hoped you would tell me
fjiat I could get well without an operation, and now yo say that it is
probably too late 1"

Ilow often we physicians hear this sad story-of delay for montha
,nd years--of hope that sornething will happen-of fatalistie belief in
the ijuheritailce of cancer-of that thousand-year.old faith in an ointrnent
w,11 rubbed in, a faith that can b. traced back to the ancient Egyptians.


